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INBrief

10m new numbers

TELECOMMUNICATIONS: The
National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission
(NBTC) plans to distribute 10 million
new mobile numbers starting with
the prefix 093 to serve imminent third-
generation (3G) wireless broadband
service on the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum.

“The new prefixisjust a gimmick
for3Gservice,” said NBTC’s vice
secretary-general Pitjapol Jantan-
asaro.

Thelatest prefix was 091.

Commercial 3G mobile service is
slated to begin in the first quarter of
2013 if the auction takes place as
scheduled on Oct 16.

Mr Pitjapol said the NBTC's tele-
com committee also approved yes-
terday the distribution of 1.25 million
new numbers for existing 2G service
to Advanced Info Service, 1.6 million
numbers to DTAC and 1.75 million
to CAT Telecom.

News ID: C-120926001128 (26 Sep 12/05:37)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




Section: First Section/BUSINESS
The Nation Date: Wednesday 26 September 2012

Volume: 37 No: 53447 Page(s): 3A(Top Right)
The Nation Col.Inch: 24 Ad Value: 36,000 PRValue (x3): 108,000 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 68,200 .. . . .
Ad Rate: 1,500 Headline: Prefix 093 assigned for first 3G-2.1GHz phone numbers

Prefix 093 assigned for first 36-2.1GHz phone numbers

The National Broadcasting and three potential bidders,

Telecommunications =~ Advanced Info Service

Commission (NBTC) has (AIS), Total Access

assigned the prefix 093 for the Communication (DTAC) and

first lot of 10 million mobile-  (True Corp.

phone numbers it has: | | It has been speculated that

allocated to provide third-gen- AIS, DTAC and True will be the

eration broadband cellular only three bidders.

service on its 2.1- glgahertz - In a separate matter, the

spectrum, { - INBTC's telecom committee yes-
' The move is part of its terday approved in principle the

plan to aliction the long- granting of 1.6 million addition-

awaited 2.1GHz spectrum i al mobile-phone numbers to

on October 16. DTAC, 1.25 million to AlS, and

' NBTC vice chairman ‘ 1.75 million to CAT Telecom.

Settapong Malisuwan said bid- The monthly fee is Bt2 per
ders could apply for this lot of pumber. ‘
phone numbers either on:the However, CAT must pay an

day they submit their applica- = overdue fee of Bt45 million for
tions to take part in the auction 6 million mobile-phone num-

or afterwards.. bers first before the NBTC will
‘Bidders must submit their . grant these additional 1.75 mil-
applications this Friday. lion numbers to the state
To date, 17 companies have «  agency,
picked up copies of the infor- The fee for these 6 million
mation memorandum on the numbers was due in April.

auction's terms and conditions. USANEE MONGKOLPORN
Among them are subsidiaries of tuENATION
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Tread carefully on BFKT probe, panel told

The telacom regulator s office has told the - | CAT and True's subsidiaries Real Future and
‘watchdog's subcommittee probing the BEKT Real Move signed the network rental and
(Thailand) case to look for more evidence to bandwidth wholesale-resale contracts in January
avoid a possible countersuit. ' 2011 to forge a partnership to provide 3G service
Takorn Tantasit, secretary-general of the . on the 850-megahertz spectrum.
. National Broadcasting and Telecommunications - As part of the contracts, BFKT of Real Future
Commission, said yesterday that the NBTC's has rented 3G equipment to CAT to wholesale

office also gave more time to the subcommittee  and resell the state enterprise's 3G bandwidth.
' to.conclude its probe by October 27 mstead of ' CAT has offerad the 3G bandwidth to Reall Move

|« by tomorrow. ! ‘to provide the service.
| Settapong Malisuwan, chalrman of the NBTC s he contracts have frovoked crmcism and a
 telecom committee, said that according the " Series of probes by authorities over their !
subcommittee's preliminary findings, BFKT of doubtful legality.
True Group appears to be operating its network The NBTC telecom committee has also
~rental service under the CAT Telecom-True Corp  ordered CAT and True tofinish the joint
3G partnership contracts by breaching Article ‘amendment of their 3G service partnership
of the Telecom Business Act, ' contracts by October 3.

Since the case involves the Crimipal Code, the A CAT source said CAT and True had already
NBTC has to be very careful in drawing a | | decided how to revise these contracts to make
conclusion and more solid evidence is needed or  them comply with the Frequency Allocation Law.
it could risk a legal backlash, he said.  InJune, the NBTC ordered CAT and True to

The subcommittee's focus is on whether BFKT = make the joint contract revisions after its ruling
has operated the service under the CAT-True. that six items in the contracts did not comply

partnership on third-generation wireless "-\

with the Frequency Allocation Law, which bans
broadband in violation of Article 7. The article

NBTC licence-holders such as CAT and TOT from

says those operating a'telecom business must l allowing a third party to have control over their
have an NBTC telecom licence or they could face  spectrum management. o
a fine or imprisonment under Article 67 of the. USANEE MONGKOLPORN
same law, | THENATION
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