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Let’s vaccinate ourselves with more taxes

What's hot in Thai
newspapers and
social media
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ABOVE AND LEFT

Thailand should introduce new inheritance and
land taxes to help bridge the income disparity gap,
according to ‘Thai Rath’ columnist Zoom.EPA

= and land taxes

Inherlta nce are “vaccines”
against bloodshed, according to the headline of
Zoom's commentary in Thai Rath yesterday.

The writer admitted the headline sounds
terrifying, but claimed the metaphor he used is
necessary, or else those who pay the two taxes
may never realise that, one day, bloodshed
may take place in Thailand if income dispar-
ity between the rich and the poor is allowed to
continue widening.

He cited past examples from several coun-
tries where there were revolutions and wars to
topple old administrative systems in favour of

Page:
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communism. Although communism has stead-
ily lost its place in the real politics of today, he
said income disparity still remains the cause of

social discord and riots in several European and

American cities. The writer argued that tax is
an important tool. He said income tax alone is
insufficient and there must be other charges to
level the playing field, such as land and inherit-
ance taxes.

The rates of the two taxes may differ from
country to country, he added, but they are a
symbolic gesture showing that governments
do not ignore the poor and are at least trying to
reduce income disparity.

Some economists call the two measures
“vaccine taxes” because it communicates that
they are as vital as vaccines used to prevent
people from catching serious diseases. They
stop people feeling angry about being ignored
by their government.

Zoom pointed out that the United Nations
came up with the concept of “basic needs” to
measure poverty about 30 years ago. The basic
needs that all people need are food, water,
shelter and clothing. In Thailand, former prime
minister Prem Tinsulanonda followed up the
concept with Thailand’s own expanded version
of basic needs for Thais.

The writer said the four basic needs are
insufficient, so a stronger “vaccine” such as
land and inheritance tax must be applied. He
said he hoped the National Council for Peace
and Order will be successful in applying the
“vaccine” after attempts by past governments
failed repeatedly.

“Do not underestimate Thai society’s capac-
ity to turn violent, let’s get vaccinated now,”
he warned.
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Ch3 does
battle on air
The war & cer

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission took a new turn on Wednesday when
the channel aired news programmes defend-
ing the station’s position against launching
simulcasts of its analogue content on digi-

tal platforms.

Channel 3 is wriggling like an earthworm
in hot water, said Thai Post in a front-page
article yesterday.

The paper argued it was “outrageous” for
Channel 3 to parade a string of its stars on
screen to defend the station in its row with the
broadcasting regulator. Those who appeared
included news anchors, starting with Soray-
uth Suthassanachinda, soap opera actors and
actresses and the channel’s top executive, Mr
Prawit Maleenont.

On an international economics programme,
the host Bancha Chumchaiwet revealed the
results of an opinion poll conducted by Khon
Kaen University.

The poll asked northeastern people what
they thought about the prospect of Channel
3 being taken off air and what they thought
about the regulator. On the question of the
regulator, people said they believed it is
under-performing.

Thai Post reported that Supinya Klangnarong
tweeted more than 10 messages countering

NBTC
committee
member
Supinya
Klangnarong
has tried

to counter
Channel 3's
criticisms of
the regulator.
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Channel 3’s verbal assault.

Ms Supinya asked why Channel 3 had not
raised the so-called “legal obstacle” to carrying
out simulcasts with the regulator in writ-
ing, instead of just talking.

The regulator could then give them the
answer, she said.
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A homeowner has put up a sign telling thieves to
go elsewhere.

No honour
among thieves

living on a housing
A Woma n estate in Phra Nakhon
Si Ayutthaya district has posted a sign in front of
her house to deter thieves.

The sign says: “Dear thief, please go some-
where else. Thieves have come to this house
four times already and there is nothing valuable
left to steal.”

Aree Katepimai has rented the property for
two years. Her motorcycle, which was parked
inside the house, was stolen first. Thieves
attempted to break in several more times and
even tried to remove the gate to her house, steal
her car and another motorcycle.

Lately, the criminals have turned to stealing
underwear. They stole underwear that had been
left out to dry, but threw back the old items.
Other housing estate residents said the same
thing has been happening to them.

News ID: C-140926001089 (26 Sep 14/06:10)

Benjamin Holse poses with a Tourist policeman in
an image taken from Coconuts Bangkok.

"

e

Benjamin Holse visits a club in Pattaya before
being arrested.

Beggars can
be choosers
A German oo

found spending public donations on partying
in Pattaya.

The story of Benjamin Holse captured the
attention of people on social media when a
Facebook user spotted “a poor farang beggar
with a big foot” on Khao San Road and
shared photos of the man online. The images
went viral.
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Mr Holse, 29, told people that he came to
Thailand three weeks ago, but lost all his money
and passport, so started begging. Tourist police
came to his aid, while donations poured in.
According to the Thailand Police Story Face-
book page, Mr Holse had an appointment at
the German embassy on Saturday morning to
process a flight home. But the man disappeared
and then turned up again begging in Pattaya.

Facebook user Thanaporn Jaisanguan said
he ran into the “big foot farang beggar” in
Pattaya. He was pedaling the old line that he
“needed money to buy an air ticket home” He
said the German visited a bar, got drunk and
told Pattaya locals that he had lied and raised
some 40,000 baht from “stupid Thais”

Pattaya police arrested the man but could
not file charges because the money was
donated, so Mr Holse was free to spend the
cash. Mr Holse told officers he had a good time
in the tourist city.

Contact thaipulse@bangkokpost.co.th
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NBTC dissolution threat

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPQ) has threatened to dissolve the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) ifthe latter
cannotsolve the broadcasting dispute with
Channel 3 and allows a blackout of the ana-
logue channel, according to a source.

The broadcasting regulator and Channel
3 has been unable to resolve the problem
even though BEC World Plc, the channel’s
operator, had expressed its intention to do
asimulcast.

Channel 3’s imminent blackout,
expected to occur sometime early next
week, reflects a failure of the NBTC's broad-
casting committee, the source said.

The thinking is that the committee
should have considered the effect of a
blackout on the public before passing any
order or resolution.

The NBTC board, on the other hand, has
endeavoured to help solve this crisis and
prevent the blackout.

“If the broadcasting committee cannot
solve the problem, the NBTC board will
step in and end the dispute immediately,”
the source said.

“A blackout of Channel 3 must not

News ID: C-140926001112 (26 Sep 14/06:19)
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happen, as 70% of the country’s 23 million
households would be affected. The issue
has become tied with the very future of
the NBTC”

Chatchai Thiamthong, a representative
of Banglok Entertainment Co and BEC
World Ple, yesterday submitted a letter
asking the NBTC to clarify the legal issue
related to subsidiaries.

The regulator claims BEC World used
two subsidiaries to hold the Channel 3
concession and three digital TV channels.

However, both units — Bangkok Enter-
tainment and Bangkok Multimedia Co —
are controlled by the same group of people.

But three commissioners — Tawatchai
Chitrapanun, Supinya Klangnarong and Lt
Gen Peerapong Manakij — have refused to
consider the request, saying the submitter
was not the NBTC's licence holder.

BEC World must submit the letter on
behalf of BEC Multimedia, which holds the
three digital TV channel licences.

Mr Chatchai said Channel 3 did eventu-
ally agree to migrate existing content to air
digitally in real time with no adjustment to
Channel 33 HD.

It also called on the NBTC to delay
implementation of the Sept 8 resolution
calling for the blackout.
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NBTC panel to mull changes to
keep Ch 3 on cable/satellite

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE broadcasting regulator will
attempt today to solve the impasse
over the looming blackout of
Channel 3 by amending some rules
to pave the way for simulcasts of the
channel’s analog programmes on a
digital channel operated by its sis-
ter company.

Early this month, the NBTC
ordered cable and satellite operators
to drop Channel 3 from their plat-
forms, as its programmes are in the
old analog format and therefore out-
side the definition of “free TV",

Today, five members of the
broadcasting committee of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Communication will convene an
urgent meeting on this matter to
prevent the blackout of Channel 3
from cable and satellite TV plat-
forms after a meeting yesterday of
the NBTC board failed to reach a
conclusion.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman ofthe
broadcasting committee, said. this
was good news for TV audiences
after the Channel 3 operator sub-
mitted a proposal to simulcast its
programmes via 3HD channel,
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which is operated by BEC-
Multimedia.

Bangkok Entertainment
Company, the operator of Channel
3, had been concerned that simul-
casting its analog programmes on a
digital TV channel might violate
broadcasting law. Undera 2008 law
governing television broadecasting,
the owners of TV licences must be
the same entities as the digital-
channel operators. A TV licence
holder must operate the channel
itself.

The NBTC also allows licence
holders to allocate only 40 per cent
of total airtime for outside content
producers.

BECruns Channel 3 underacon-
cession contract with MCOT that
will expirein March 2020. But BEC-
Multimedia, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of BEC World, holds three
licencesto runterrestrial-based dig-
ital TV channels - variety channels
in high and standard definition and
a third one for children's and fami-
ly programming.

Tosettlethis conflict, Natee float-
ed his idea that the broadcasting
committee would amend some
rules, particularly about airtime
management for outside compa-
nies.
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CAT turns to NBTC over unpaid network fees

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CAT TELECOM has asked the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)tolookinto the alleged fail-
ure of TrueMove and Digital Phone
Co (DPC) to pay CAT fees totalling
Bt16 billion for use of the state
agency’s 1,800-megahertz cellular
network during the past year.

Ofthat total, Bt12 billion is to be
paid by TrueMove and the rest by
DPC, CAT says.

Viroj Tochareonvanith, acting
CAT president, said it had asked
both cellular operators to pay the
fees, but TrueMove replied that it
had calculated that it owed only

Bt700 million. DPCdid notreply at
all. This prompted the state agency
to ask the NBTC to step in and look
into the matter.

TrueMove’s and DPC’s conces-
sions under CAT expired in
September last year, but the NBTC
permitted them to continue using
CAT’s 1,800MHz network for one
more year to serve mobile-phone
customers who had yet to move to
other networks.

Recently the NBTC granted a
further one-year extension. This
followed an edict by the military’s
ruling National Council for Peace
and Order on July 17 compelling
the commission to suspend the plan
to auction the TrueMove-DPC
1,800MHz spectrum bands for one
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more year. Viroj said CAT wanted
the NBTC to clear up this network-
fee issue quickly.

Earlier TrueMove and DPC told
the NBTC that both had suffered
losses over the past year. In March
alone, TrueMove made revenue of
Bt282.8 million but lost Bt869 mil-
lion. Currently it serves 4 million
customers.

Last year CAT earned conces-
sion revenue of about Bt20 billion
from Total Access Communication
(DTAC), Bts billion from TrueMove
and Bt4 billion from DPC.

But it has had to pass all con-
cession revenue to the state since
last December according to a
requirement of the Frequency
Allocation Act.
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