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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Bangkok Airways will begin selling off
24.8% of itself at the Stock Exchange of
Thailand this morning. The initial public
offering includes 520 million new shares,
likely to raise around 16.25 billion baht.
A Philippines court in Olongapo will

get its first look at US Marine Pvt Joseph
Pemberton today. He is charged with
murdering a transgender person. The

US at first refused to turn him over to the
Philippines, citing its Status of Forces
Agreement. Pvt Pemberton allegedly
killed Jeffrey Laude, a transgender person
who was supposedly planning to marry
her German boyfriend of two years

in Bangkok.

Toronto is holding municipal elections. In
other words, newsrooms worldwide will
be draped in black bunting as Mayor Rob
Ford departs office.

Got eight minutes? If you're over 40, you
do — or will have, anyhow, when you
find you need to listen to the previously
unreleased, just-discovered version of
Stairway to Heaven.

TUESDAY

Malaysian opposition leader Anwar Ibra-
him will go to court to hear the judge turn
down his appeal in yet another highly
predictable “sodomy charge” that has
him in prison.

The government is selling another
208,000 tonnes of rice by tender today.
You have to export it after purchase,
though. The cherished new rice will be
on the market within a couple of weeks at
the most.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha is
expected to host the reception for the
Asian Games athletes tonight. Medallists,
along with their coaches and associ-
ations, will be handed 86.67 million

baht in bonuses for doing their jobs.
Reminder: The Incheon medal haul was
12 gold, seven silver and 28 bronzes.

WEDNESDAY

Three foreign chambers of commerce

— German-Thai, British and American —
are sponsoring a lunch-time discussion
of anti-corruption laws in their countries
by high-profile lawyers. The chambers
claim there is a “trend towards stricter
enforcement of foreign anti-corruption
laws” — carefully inserting the word
“foreign” in the promotion for the event
at the Westin Grande at noon.

The US central bank, the Fed, opens a
two-day session. It will probably end its
quantitative easing programme — print-
ing money in plaintalk.

Most US states will be conducting early
voting by today, in preparation for
Tuesday elections for houses of the US
Congress on Tuesday of next week. It is
expected that the Republican Party will
keep control of the lower house and also
win control of the upper house from Pres-
ident Obama’s Democratic Party.

THURSDAY

Prime Minister Prayut is off to Cambodia
this morning for yet another chat with
his counterpart, Hun Sen. The two met
on the sidelines of the Milan summit.
Despite protests from energy experts
and activists, Gen Prayut seems certain
to push his idea of joint cooperation on
maritime resources. Border deals with
Cambodia make a lot of people nerv-
ous, for a lot of reasons. He will return
home tomorrow.

Artists have not been silent since May 22.
A production called Iceberg will draw a
crowd of unknown but small size tonight
to the little gallery-cafe GOJA, a few steps
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inside Sukhumvit Soi 71 — fittingly, Soi
Pridi Banomyong. The previous perfor-
mance picked on the 1960s regime and its
atrocities against suspected communists.

FRIDAY

Strange and scary things happen today.
But in addition to new arrests by the coup
authorities, there is the traditional Thai
holiday of Halloween. A lot of people will
get dressed up in costumes — this week’s
excuse to drink a lot and act crazy.

The generous Apple Inc has agreed to
take your money in exchange for an
iPhone 6 today. The phone has been on
the market for weeks, but Thai stores wer-
en't allowed to officially sell it. Apple was
angry at the NBTC, and three weeks’ wait
for the world’s most incredible telephone
was the punishment.

Prosecutors promised to decide by today
whether to charge a prominent clinic

owner with illegal acts in promoting
surrogacy births.

SATURDAY

Loy, Loy Krathong. The madness starts
now, because while the magic Full Moon
night of the 12th Thai lunar month is not
until next Thursday, tourist operators see
a chance to milk it for moolah. If you truly
have no idea where to go, there’s a River
Festival 2014. Of course there is.

The 10-day World Puppet Carnival begins
today at several theatres but centred
mostly at Rattanakosin Island. The
National Theatre and National Gallery are
two of the sites where puppeteers from —
get this — 80 countries will entertain.
Newecastle and Liverpool at 7pm and
Chelsea whomping on QPR at 10pm are
the Premier League highlights. But the
match of the week is tomorrow evening at
8.30 — the Manchester derby.
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