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NBTC TOLD NOT TO SELL OFF 36 SPECTRUM CHEAPLY

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM:
THENATION

The national broadcasting and tele-
com regulator should set a high
reserve price for the 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum licences it plans to auction
off, Thailand Development Research
Institute (TDRI) vice president
“Somkiat ~ Tangkitavanit  said
yesterday.
It would be inappropriate if the
state authority auctioned this pre-
: ciqéls national asset at alow price, he
- said. »
The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission

(NBTC)isexpected toannounce early
next month the reserve price, which
is the floor price for the spectrum
blocks to be auetioned. It intends to
auction off the 2.1GHz spectrum in
October, for provision of third-gen-
eration cellular service.

Somkiat added that at the very
least, the basis for pricing should be
no lower than that used for the 15-
megahertz licences planned by the
NBTC'’s predecessor, the National
Telecommunications Commission
(NTC),inits aborted auction of2010.
The NTC had set its reserve price at
Bt12.8 billion per 15MHz licence.

As the NBTC will auction nine

News ID: C-120526003023 (26 May 12/08:30)
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slots in the 2.1GHz spectrum, each
containing 5MHz of bandwidth, the
average reserve price of one 5SMHz
slot should be about Bt4..3 billion, if

‘ based on the NTC licence reserve

price, Somkiat said.

To promote competition, the tele-
com scholar said, the NBTC should
also revise or terminate any regula-
tory barrierstothe entry of new play-
ers. The more players in the market,
the more bidders in its future spec-
trum licence auctions, he said.

The NBTC is considering auc-
tioning the fourth-generation spec-
trumblocks six months after the auc-
tion of the 2.1GHz licences.
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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,220

Section: Business/First Page
Date: Saturday 26 May 2012

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 14.11

Ad Value: 17,214.20

Page(s): B1(Bottom)
PRValue (x3): 51,642.60

Headline: CAT ordered to suspend 3G amid inquiries

Clip: Black/White

CAT ordered to suspend 3G amid inquiries

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

CAT Telecom was ordered yesterday to
temporarily suspend all third-generation
(3G) network investment and marketing
activities.

Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Minister Anudith
Nakornthap asked the state telecom
enterprise to wait for the end of official
inquiries into the CAT-True Corporation
third-generation (3G) network deal.

“Given that the True-CAT deal is still
under investigation by many state agen-
cies— and given that the National Eco-
nomic and Social Development Board
declined to approve budget for CAT
and recommended CAT submit its
budget request to the cabinet first —
we think CAT should halt all activities
related to its 3G project now,”” Gp Capt
Anudith said after meeting with CAT’s

News ID: C-120526001038 (26 May 12/08:17)
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management and board executives.

If True is determined to move forward
with its 3G investment plan, and if it is
determined that the CAT deal was in
violation of the law, then True has to
assume all the risk, he added.

The ICT minister also discussed with
CAT’s executives the plan to restructure
the company as a network service pro-
vider.

CAT’s labour union recently submit-
ted a letter to the company's board to
approve a budget of 7.83 billion baht to
continue the My brand 3G maobile broad-
band service.

The My brand is expected to become
the main source of revenue for the state
enterprise.

The union believes the board has
the authority to approve the budget
and should do so to prevent damage to
CAT.
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The Nation
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Headline: ICT MINISTER WARNS TRUE OVER 3G DEALS

Clip: Full Color

PARTNERSHIP WITH CAT

ICT MINISTER
WARNS TRUE

OVER 36

Risks cited as
firm continues
investment amid
legal uncertainties

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
 THENATION '

rue Corp’s continued invest-
I ment in 3G services through
partnerships  with CAT
Telecom is at the firm’s own risk,
Information and Communications
Technology Minister Anudith
Nakornthaptold CAT’s board yester-
(day, adding that the agency should
lwarn True of that fact.

While the ministry could not pro-
hibit True from expanding the busi-
ness, he said, the firm should be cau-
tioned that #t did so at its own risk
under the deals, whose legality is
the subject of ongoing scrutiny by
authorities.

He added that CAT had been
forced to suspend related activities
and investments, pending full s¢ruti-
ny ofthe CAT-True deals on provision
of third-generation cellular service.
He hoped the state agency could find
solutions to the problems by July.

CAT signed deals with True sub-
sidiaries Real Move and Real Future
last January to collaborate on pro-
viding the 3G service on 850 mega-
hertz.

News ID: C-120526003018 (26 May 12/08:28)
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CAT has leased network equip-
ment from Real Future’s BFKT

DEALS

(Thailand)to generate 3G bandwidth
for wholesale and for its own resale.
BFKT has already procured about

5,500 base stations for CAT to whole- ‘

sale 3G capacity.

CAT wholesales the capacity to
Real Move to provide 3G service. The
state agency has also provided the
serviceonaresalebasisunderitsown
My brand.

The deals attracted probes by
authorities over their legality.

CAT had asked for approval from

-the National Economic and Social

Development Board to invest Bt12
billion to expand its 3G service capac-
ity under the deals and to conduct
marketing activities and operations
under its own My brand. But the
NESDB recommended that CAT seek

Cabinet apﬂ roval first. This prompt=

ed CAT’s labour union to urge CAT's
board toapprove a budget to support
the My service.

The ICT Ministry panel tasked

with probing the deals recently found
irregularities in the ways they were
made.

Later, aNational Anti-Corruption
Commission subcommittee conclud-
ed that some state officials involved
in the deals had breached the law.

A subcommittee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission that is also prob-
ing the deals will conclude next week
whether the deals breach Article 46
(2) of the 2010 Frequency Allocation
Law.

The article bans licence holders

from allowing other parties to man-
‘age spectra on their behalf.
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