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Headline: Thai TV to restart production PROBLEMS LOOMING DUE TO ARMY CHANNEL'S TRANSITION...

The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,040

Thai TV to restart production

PROBLEMS LOOMING DUE TO ARMY CHANNEL'S TRANSITION AND NBTC'S BLACKLIST THREAT

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAI TV Co has decided to return
to producing entertainment pro-
grammes for the Army’s TV5 chan-
nel even though the company is
likely to be put on a blacklist by the
broadcasting regulatorforrefusing

ly transforming itself into a public

broadecasting service for national-

security purposes by trimming its

entertainment con-

tent and adding more

edutainment  and
documentaries.

A further compli-

cation is Thai TV’s

to pay the fees for its own digital- row with the National
TV licences. Broadcasting and

Today, the company will launch Telecommunications
anew live Thai country-music pro- Commission (NBTC),

gramme called “Look Tung TV
Pool”. The showwill beaired on Thai
TV, its digital news channel. During
the launch, company chairperson
Pantipa “Tim TV Pool” Sakulchai
will also announce new projects
including the return of “TV Pool
Live”, an entertainment news show
soon to be screened on TV5.

Pantipa yesterday declined to
give The Nation further details
about this project, saying she pre-
ferred to answer all questions at
today’s event.

Accordingtoasourceat TV5, the

Royal Thai Army Radio and
Television Station, TV Pool Live
programme will
begin next month.
During weekdays, the
show will be broad-
cast from 8.50pm to
9pm and on the
weekend it will be
aired from 9.10pm to
9.20pm.

Before starting its
digital-TV business,

Thai TV Co produced
programmes  and
provided them to
TV5. The company

which could jeopar-
dise its plan to aban-
don the terrestrial-
based digital business
and become a satel-
lite-based TV broad-
caster.

Inlate2013, ThaiTV Co
acquired two digital-TV licences at
an auction held by the NBTC. Last
month, it decided to get out of that
highly competitive business and
refused to pay the second instal-
ment of its up-front fees, amount-

ing to Bt288 million for the two
licences, orthe annual fees, about 2
per cent of annual revenue.

On Monday, the NBTC’s broad-
casting committee resolved to send
an official written notice to Thai TV
Cothatits digital-TV licences would
be suspended ifit failed to pay those
fees within the next 30 days.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy
secretary-general of the NBTC, said
on Mondaythatif Thai TV Cowant-
ed to relinquishits two licences, the
expenses it would face would be
about Bt1.63 billion, including the
remaining five fee instalments,
annual licence fees and a daily fine
of Bt60,000.

decided to discontin- Blacklisting would betheimme-
ue programmes on diate result if the NBTC decided to
thechannel duetothe suspend the company’stwo digital-
lack of advertising brought about television licences, for the Thai TV
by stiff competition. news channel and the Loca family

However, this might not be the
righttime for Thai TV Co to resume
supplying entertainment pro-
grammes to TV5, which is current-

channel.

That blacklist would ban the
company from any broadcasting
activities.

Pantipa'
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Report details
Asia’s ‘digital
economy’ status

ASINA PORNWASIN
@lekasina

Thailand is turning its digital-econo-
my planinto action, as are other
Asian countries.

A GSM Association report,
“Building Digital Societies in Asia”, is
based on a study of digital societies
in six countries — Thailand,
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Pakistan. It found that
each country had a digital-society
policy framework — Thailand’s
Digital Economy Plan, Digital
Bangladesh, Digital India, the
Indonesia Broadband Plan, Digital
Malaysia, and Pakistan’s Vision
2025.

The countries have developed a
digital-economy plan to be part of
their digital-society aspirations.

The concept of a digital society,
according to the report, is about the
interaction among governments,
businesses and citizens via digital
technologies, accompanied by
social and economic benefits
around efficiency and productivity
gains, as well as the improved well-
being and living standards of citi-
zens.

The report shows that the digital
societies in Asia have a diverse land-
scape, since Asia is arguably the
most diverse region in the world in
terms of economics and information
and communications technology.

The region is home to some of
the world’s biggest economies and
most connected countries. In con-
trast, it also contains a number of
countries with very low connectivity
levels and relatively small
economies.

Those with advanced digital
societies have highly developed and
integrated digital platforms in place.

The report divides digital soci-
eties into three types: emerging,
transitional and advanced.

An emerging digital society isin
the early stages of digitisation and
emphasis is on digital and financial
inclusion. Most services are built
around providing basic information
and essential services to citizens on
Web portals and push (SMS) plat-
forms.

In the transitional digital society,
personalised services are available
to citizens, allowing them to per-
form private transactions with pub-
lic and private institutions online
and in real time, such as accessing
medical records, settling personal
and company tax bills, and access-
ing social-security benefits.

An advanced digital society has
a high level of integration of public
infrastructure and services, includ-
ing utilities and transport. Citizens
can interact with a variety of institu-
tions in real time and over multiple
digital channels.

Thailand is ranked as a transi-
tional digital society.

The report found that Thailand’s
digital-economy strategy empha-
sised the development and applica-
tion of ICT economic and social
aspects. The government has pro-
posed five themes to drive its digi-
tal-economy initiative.

@ Hard infrastructure is used so
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the private sector is able to promote
the digital economy, such as high-
capacity broadband, data centres,
and digital gateways.

® Soft infrastructure is used to
boost confidence in online transac-
tions by providing verification sys-
tems to identify individuals online
and cyber-security to safeguard e-
commerce activities.

@ Service infrastructure creates
a platform to support private busi-
nesses and individuals.

@ Promotion and innovation
develops the digital skills of entre-
preneurs to improve their efficiency.

@ Universal access to online
channels ensures that everyone can
access the Internet at an affordable
price.

Currently, there are eight draft
bills under consideration to guide
the implementation of Thailand’s
digital-economy goals.

They are the Information and
Communication Technology Ministry
Reform Bill; the Digital Economy
Bill; the NBTC Bill; the Electronic
Transactions Bill; the Electronic
Transactions Development Agency
Establishment Bill; the Personal
Data Protection Bill; the Computer
Crime Bill; and the National Cyber
Security Bill.
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