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QUICK NEWS :

Panel recommends NBTC
pay Bt220m at most to RS

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission should
pay no mare than Bt220 million in com-
pensation to Fifa World Cup broadcast-
rights licensee RS International
Broadcasting and Sport Management, a
subsidiary of RS, according to a subcom-
mittee determining the amount.

The company is demanding compen-
sation inexchange for allowing the 2014
World Cup matches to be broadcast live
on free-to-air television.

The watchdog has already paid com-
pensation of Bt118 million to RS. The sub-
committee concluded that the NBTC
could pay an additional Bt90 million. The
NBTC has set a maximum compensation
amount of Bt427 million.

The panel invited related parties to
submit information before reaching its
conclusion.

The director-general of the
Comptroller-General's Department,
Manus Jamveha, who chaired the sub-
committee, said the panel had decided
that the NBTC should not pay Bt427 mil-
lion because of discrepancies in some of
the evidence submitted by RS in seeking
compensation.

Forexample, he said, the company
informed the subcommittee that it had
imported 700,000 set-top boxes for sale
to view the World Cup matches, whereas
the NBTC said that RS had imported only
500,000 boxes, according to its applica-
tion to bring the equipment into the
country.
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30-SECOND NEWS] |

Eight channels sign MoU to

provide impartial news

Executives from eight satellite TV
channels signed a memorandum of
understanding yesterday, promising to
cover news impartially and responsi-
bly, with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission.
This allows them to get an operating

licence.

The channels are required to com-
ply with conditions by the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPQO)
and not air content that threatens
national security or creates a political

division.

The channels include ASTV, which
has changed its name to News 1; Blue
Sky, now called Fah Wan Mai (New

Day Sky); PTV renamed People

Channel; FM TV renamed Boon Niyom
(In Favour of Merit), UDD renamed
Peace TV; MV changed to Five TV;
P&P renamed P channel; and DNN

now called DNCTV.

Four ather satellite TV channels,
however, have yet to sign the MoU.
They are Four Channel, Hot TV, Rescue
TV, Student and People’s Network for

Reforming Thailand Channel.

The NBTC will call a special board
meeting today to approve a one-year
operating licence for the eight chan-
nels. Once the NBTC board gives the

nod, the new channels with new

licence can go on airimmediately.
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