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Headline: Pokemon creator concedes to regulator's 'no go’ zones

Clip: Black/White

Pokemon creator concedes

to regulator’s

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Pokemon Go developer Niantic has opted
to comply with the telecom regulator’s
demand to remove sensitive locations
from the game's scope after keeping silent
for weeks.

The company yesterday replied to a
request from the National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
via fax, agreeing to open negotiations over
the regulator’s request to set “no-go zones"
for players in Thailand.

Niantic has assigned representa-
tives from international law firm Baker &
McKenzie (Thailand) to hold preliminary
talks with the regulator.

“They’re not ignoring us and are
ready to cooperate with the regulator’s
request,” NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said in reference to Nian-
tic’s statement.

The NBTC sent an electronic letter to
Niantic on Aug 11, asking the US-based
firm to set four “no-go zones” for players
in Thailand in order to keep them out of
restricted or dangerous areas.

The four areas encompass state property,
temples, private land and dangerous areas
such as roads, waterways and railways.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC has appointed
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‘no go’ zones

deputy secretary-general Korkij Dan-
chaivichit to lead discussions with Baker
& McKenzie.

“Thediscussions are expected to be held
next week,” he said.

Pokemon Go has brought outthe masses
in search of virtual creatures, sometimes
incurring the wrath of property owners and
temple caretakers.

A social committee of Thailand’s
National Legislative Assembly earlier said
that Pokemon Go should be banned at sen-
sitive sites, including Government House,
the parliament and police headquarters.
They further proposed it should be pro-
moted at tourist destinations.

The NBTC has ordered that all mobile
operators provide Pokemon Go players
with guidelines.

The regulator also wants operators to
set up parental controls on augmented
reality games, including an automated
alert system to let parents know when
their kids are playing so as to avoid high
mobile bills.

Police are also arresting motorists and
pedestrians who play Pokemon Go on 10
major roadsin Bangkok, allegedly to reduce
accidents caused by the game.

Players canalso face fines of up to 1,000
baht for engaging in risky behaviour.
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BAKER & MCKENZIE TO HANDLE
POKESTOP REMOVAL REQUEST

Niantic, developer of the Pokemon Go mobile
game, has assigned law firm Baker & McKenzie to
talk with the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission regarding the
NBTC's recent request for Niantic collaboration to
clear Pokestops from four types of areas.

The areas in question are railway and waterway
zones, religious and historical sites, government
offices, and private property.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
yesterday that the US-based developer of the
game was willing to cooperate on the matter.
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ICT keen to rejig Thaicom concession

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) Ministry is looking to
revise the amended satellite concession
of Thaicom Ple in the wake of a recent
Supreme Court decision reaffirming that
the minimum shareholding in the com-
pany was against the constitution and tel-
ecom law.

“We will contact Thaicom’s executivesto
discuss the matter next Thursday,” a high-
ranking source at the ICT Ministry told the
Bangkok Post,

The discussion will involve the amend-
ment of a concession that allowed Shin
Corp to reduce its minimum shareholding
in its satellite affiliate Shin Satellite, now
renamed Thaicom, fromat least51% to 40%
in 2004, the source said.

The Supreme Court’s Criminal Divi-
sion for Political Office Holders yesterday
handed former ICT Minister Surapong
Suebwonglee a one-year jail term over the
Thaicom shareholding case.

The court ruled Mr Surapong was guilty
of malfeasance by authorising the amend-
ment of the Thaicom concession, which
was against the constitution’s principles
and the telecom law.

Approval helped the firm boost its com-
petitiveness and put the telecom business
atrisk of foreign dominance, the court said.

www.ignewsclip.com

Former ICT minister Surapong Suebwonglee greets people on arrival at the Supreme Court,
which handed him a one-year jail term over the Thaicom case. TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

The court found Mr Surapong to have
violated the Criminal Code's Section 157,
which prohibits officials from actions that
cause damage to the state.

TheICT source said the ministry expects
Thaicom to cooperate: “The case should
end with a clear resolution as this issue has

News ID: C-160827001060 (27 Aug 16/06:37)
&7 iQNewsClip

been criticised for a decade!

A discussion would pave the way to
formulate a new investment model for
the satellite industry to replace the licens-
ing regime.

The government is considering four
investment options: a wholly owned state
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enterprise; a public-private joint venture
with the state owning a majority stake;
flexible forms of public-private joint ven-
tures; and the existing licensing model but
with higher operating costs.

Aresolution is expected to be settled by
early 2017.

A source at Thaicom said the company
and executives were not a direct party to
the case. The judgement concerned only
Mr Surapong, not Thaicom, the source said.

“We reserve the right to consider any
conditions proposed by the ICT Ministry,”
the source said.

InTouch Holdings, the parent of Thai-
com, holds a 41% stake in Thaicom.

Temasek Holdings holds 40% of InTouch
through its two affiliates Aspen Holdings
and Cedar Holdings.

Thaicom operatesthree satellites under
aconcession regime: Thaicom 4 or iPSTAR,
a broadband satellite, and Thaicom 5 and
Thaicom 6, both broadcasting satellites.

Its concession with the ICT Ministry is
due to expire in 2021, with a condition of
20.5% revenue-sharing with the state.

Thaicom has two satellites operating
under the licensing system of National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC): Thaicom 7 and Thai-
com 8. Thaicom pays only a licence fee of
5.75% of total revenue to the NBTC for the
two satellites.
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