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Headline: New South bomb unit in revamp
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SECURITY

New South bomb

unit in revamp

WASSANA NANUAM

A proposal has been submitted
to set up a police explosive ord-
nance disposal (EOD) sub-division
responsible for handling incidents
involving explosive devices in
southern border provinces, says Pol
Lt Gen Phaithun Chuchaiya.

The EOD sub-division plan has
been included into the new organ-
isational structure of the police’s
division handling security-related
investigations, said Pol Lt Gen
Phaithun, adding the main purpose
of setting up the EOD sub-division
is to advance progress onthe issue.

The EOD sub-division will be
incorporated into the Provincial
Police Region 9, he said.

Previously, 138 investigators
from other police divisions had
been deployed to assist Provincial
Police Region 9 in handling its extra
workload in the deep South.

But this year, only 69 of them
remain in the South, Pol Lt Gen
Phaithun said, adding the rest had
returned to their original divisions.

The Royal Thai Police, therefore,
has to assign more police specialists
to work in southern border prov-
inces, including officers from the
Central Investigation Bureau and

the Narcotics Suppression Bureau.

A plan was also floated to merge
the Southern Border Provinces
Police Operation Centre with Pro-
vincial Police Region 9.

The government’s special repre-
sentative team is studying how the
administration of the two police
organisations would work after the
merger, he said. Further detailswere
not available.

Another plan discussed at yes-
terday’s meeting was a proposal to
resolve the shortage of more than
3,000 border patrol police officers
in the southemn border provinces,
along with the need to find 1,700
more officers to replace current
members of the police’s special
operation unit,

As for a proposal to appoint
police attacheswho will be assigned
to work in neighbouring Malaysia,
he said the Foreign Ministry is still
reviewing the proposal as to how it
would work.

The police are also working
together with the Office of the
National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
to compile data on mobile phone
usage of people in southem border
provinces into a single database,
said Pol Lt Gen Phaithun.
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