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NANCHANOK WONGSAMUTH

»» Anxious Apple fans are paying double the
overseas retail price for the new iPhone 6 on
the grey market before the device's official
release in Thailand.

When the firstiPhone 6 Plusreached the
MBK shopping centre two weeks ago, it was
sold for more than 100,000 bahtto a wealthy
businessman. The high-end iPhone 6 Plus,
with 128GB, is sold in the US forthe equiva-
lent of 40,000 baht.

“He [the businessman] told me that
purchasing the phone at such a high price
would outweigh the cost of not being able
to work due to the anxiety,” said Ball, the
owner of a high-end smartphone acces-
sories shop on the fourth floor of the
MBK Centre. “And he didn’t want just any
colour — he wanted a black one.”

Although Ball does not sell the device, he
does stock 55 types of authentic iPhone 6
cases. He added that the businessman who
paid 100,000 baht for the phone was aregu-
lar client. Ball says he always advises his
customers to wait for the official launch

because buying one now would be “a waste
of money”.
Twoweeks ago, signs touting “We sell the

= . . » 3 b ‘
ENGAGING: Phone fans are queuing to get
the latest Apple smartphone.

iPhone 6” could be seen at the majority of
mobile phone shops at MBK. The majority
of grey market phones are smuggled into
the country via Hong Kong and Singapore.

All the signs were taken down on
Monday after customs officials seized
about 300 smuggled iPhone 6 devices at
Suvarnabhumi. But late last weel, MBK
retailers were still selling the devices to
customers willing to pay a premium to get
hold of Apple's newest smartphone model
which the company expectsto be released
officially later this year.

“Although I would advise my close cus-
tomers against buying these overpriced

008 (28 Sep 14/06:20)
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products, there is still a large demand for
them in the Thai market,” said 32-year-old
Kittiwut Tangmongkollert, who opened his
shop in MBK nine years ago.

Mr Kittiwut estimates that about 70%
of the mobile phone sellers at MBK have
iPhone 6s for sale.

When the Bangkok Post Sunday visited
MBK last week, none of the shops openly
advertised the sale of the iPhone 6.

However, some resorted to other dis-
creet tactics such as displaying white,
black and gold casing on their shelves to
attract customers.

Ranging from 45,000-48,000 baht for the
16GB madel, the price is almost double the
amount sold in the US, about 25,500 baht.
During the first few days it was selling for
as much as 65,000 baht on the grey market,
retailers said.

Some shops also sell fake Chinese copies
of the iPhone6 running an Android operat-
ing system for 4,800 baht.

Mr Kittiwut said prices change on a daily
basis depending on the difficulty in obtain-
ingthe devices from overseas and bringing
them into Thailand.

“Por instance, ifthere are 20 devicesina
lot and half were seized, they would cover

the losses by increasing the price on the
remaining phones,” he said.

Mobile phones sold in Thailand require
an import licence issued by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC). Customs officials
have been ordered to survey shopping
malls and online shops for illegal sales,
while the ones already seized by customs
officials will later be put up for auction,

The new iPhone 6s were launched in
nine countries worldwide on Sept 19, Thai-
land was not included.

A source from one of Thailand’s largest
mobile operators told the Bangkok Post
Sunday that he was informed by one of the
company’s executives that Apple made an
agreement to sell the iPhone 6 in Thailand
on Sept 19,

That changed when NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith announced
in August that the agency has approved
Apple’s application to distribute two
models — identified only by number —and
then, on Aug 12, tweeted the news.

“Apple considered that as leaking pre-
launch information,” said the source, who
asked not to be identified because he was
not authorised to speak publicly.
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