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CAT may sue NBTC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CAT TELECOM’S board will today
consider taking further legal action
against the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Com-
mission over its plan to auction
1800MHz spectrum licences.

Colonel Sanphachai
Huvanandana, CAT's acting chief
executive officer, said that the move
was not primarily aimed at stopping
the auction butto remind the NBTC
and all potentiallicencebiddersthat
there was a legal challenge to the
auction. CAT has to protect its right
over the spectrum, he said.

Last year, CAT filed a lawsuit at
the Central Administrative Court
against the auction plan, claiming
that it held the rights to the
1800MHz spectrum licences until
2018.

CAT granted 1800MHz conces-
sionsto TrueMove and Digital Phone
Co and the concessions expired in
September 2013. The licensing body
has reclaimed its 1800MHz bands
for the November 11 auction.

Seven companies have already
picked up bid documents for the two
licences. They are Advanced
Wireless Network, DTAC TriNet,
DTAC Broadband, TrueMove H
Universal Communication,
Hutchison Telecommunications
(Thailand), RealMove, and Jas
Mobile Broadband.

Meanwhile, CAT is considering
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lodging an appeal with the NBTC
over its telecom committee ruling
last week that CAT should get only
Bt742,000in transmission network
rental fees during the first stage of
the remedy period undertaken by
TrueMove and DPC.

CAT has demanded a fee of
Bt23.379  billion from both
TrueMove and DPC.

“We've asked for the nationwide
network rental fee, so it’simpossible
that the fee will be Bt742,000 only;”
Sanphachai said. “We once discussed
with TrueMove that the rental fee it
has to pay to CAT is Bt720 million
but the talks have yet to be conclud-
ed”

The telecom committee’s figure
is calculated based on a 10-month
network-leasing period from
September 16, 2013, until July 17,
2014. CAT’s demand for the fee cov-
ers the period from September 16,
2013, to September 15, 2014.

Afterthe concessions expired, the
NBTC permitted TrueMove and
DPC to continue migrating cus-
tomers - those who had failed to
move to other networks - for a year
during the so-called first phase of
the remedy period.

Ifthey generated revenue during
that period, the rules state that they
had to pass it on, after deducting
expenses, to the state.

They used CAT’s cellular trans-
mission network to serve their
customers during the remedy
period.
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Thumbs down for proposed
single Internet gateway

GOVERNMENT WARNED MOVE COULD DAMAGE
FAST-GROWING E-COMMERCE SECTOR, BESIDES

Pawootsaid the proposed Internet
firewall wouldlead to easierand more
effective filtering of content, butasin-

ALSO POSING SERIOUS CONNECTION ISSUES

ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

THAI-BASED online businesses,
Internet service providers and neti-
zens have joined forces to oppose the
government'ssingle Internet gateway
plan.

Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, president
ofthe Thai E-Commerce Association
and the founder of Rakuten
TARAD.com, said such an idea ran
counter to the nature of the Internet
and would damage the fast-growing
e-commercesectordue toconnection
bottlenecks.

Pawoot said customers outside
Thailand would face slower Internet
speed when they access e-commerce
websites, thus affecting salesrevenues
in the e-commerce sector.

At present, Thailand’s Internet is
accessible from multiple gateways.

“We're talking with other Internet-
related associations about writing a

joint letter to the government to
oppose thisidea and itis not true that
the proposed single gateway would
help service providers reduce cost,”
said Pawoot.

Government Spokesman Sansern
Kaewkamnerd said all feedback was
welcomed regarding the plan, which
was still at the feasibility-study stage.

He said the government’s policy
was to promote the digital economy
and e-commerce, but it also needed
to balance national security with the
people’s right to information and
Internet freedom.

A campaign called “Go against
Thai govt to use a Single Internet
Gateway” on Change.org was
launched after the plan was unveiled.

As ofyesterday, more than 70,000
people supported the campaign.

The reaction of most people to the
proposal, including those expressed
on web-board Pantip.com and on
social media, has been negative.

News ID: C-150928003000 (28 Sep 15/06:11)
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gle gateway was risky since the
Internet could be down more often,
causingenormous economicdamage.

Morragot Kulatumyotin, manag-
ing director of Internet Thailand
Public Company, said the government
would not find it easy to implement
the plan because the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission’s
licences allowed the private sector to
operate many gateways.

“As an Internet service provider,
we havenot been informed ofthis plan
or asked for an opinion,” said
Morragot, adding that there must be
seamless and continuous Internet
access.

INET, for example, has four links
to international Internet gateways.

“Stability of connection is very
important, so a single gateway is not
practical in the digital age. Ifthe gov-
ernment is worried about national
security issues, it would be better to
enforce the [computer crime] law;”
said Morragot.

However, Morragot said the gov-

Page: 1/2

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,200

Section: First Section/First Page

Date: Monday 28 September 2015
Volume: 40 No: 54545
Col.Inch: 65.02 Ad Value: 78,024

Page: 1A(Center)
PRValue (x3): 234,072

Clip: Black/White

Headline: Thumbs down for proposed single Internet gateway GOVERNMENT WARNED MOVE COULD...

ernment may consider playingtherole
of coordinator to bargain with inter-
national companies to get a better
price for bandwidths used by Thai
Internet service providers and
Internet end-users.

Poomjit Sirawongprasert, presi-
dent of the Thai Hosting Service
Providers Club, said that Internet
hosting providers were concerned
aboutslower Internetspeed ifthe sin-
gle gateway were used.

Poomjit said a slower Internet
would hurt online businesses and
otherbusinesssuch asonline gaming,
movie and video streaming compa-
nies, voiceover IP companies, and
even the banking sector - ATMs and
electronic money transfers.

Netizens would also be impacted
negatively during crises when a lot of
people use the Internet at the same
time, Poomyjit said.

“If the government uses the single
gateway, the bandwidth must be very
large and that needs a huge invest-
ment,” said Poomjit, adding that peo-
ple are also worried the government
would be able to monitor their con-
tent more easily.

Prinya Hom-anek, president and

News ID: C-150928003000 (28 Sep 15/06:11)
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chief executive officer of the ACIS
Professional Centre, said the single
gateway planmadesenseifthere were
multiple links and trustworthiness
between the public and the private
sector.

Prinyasaid the single gateway sys-
tem should not be managed by the
ICT Ministry, but an independent
body similar to the Bank of Thailand
and the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Thailand.

Paiboon Amonpinyokeat, an
Internet legal expert and the founder
of law firm P&P Company, said the
plan was outdated and would restrict
peoples right to knowledge and
Internet freedom.

Paiboon said the government
might be worried about the growing
popularity of peer-to-peer commu-
nication platforms like LINE and
WhatsApp as Internet and mobile
operators did not keep log files of this
trafficbecause it would be ahuge cost.

Paiboon said the government
should enforce the law and require
operators to keep log files of traffic
and possibly provide asubsidyto oper-
atorssoitcould openlogfilestoaccess
messages.
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