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Changes to 3G deal sought

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A subcommittee of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) has determined the
third-generation (3G) network deal
between CAT Telecom and True Cor-
poration violates the Frequency Allo-
cation Act.

After atwo-monthinvestigation, the
panel called for seven amendments to
the True-CAT contracts so that they
complywith Section 46 of the Frequency
Allocation Act, said a subcommittee
member.

The act obliges licence holders and
spectrum owners including CAT to
manage spectrum rights on their own.

They are prohibited from allowing
other parties to do the job on their
behalf.

The NBTC subcommittee concluded
that under the deal, CAT would not
control the use of radio frequency.

The state telecom enterprise’s
responsibility for frequency-related
activities was also limited.

The source said the committee found
seven points in the True-CAT contract
in need of amendment.

First, CAT must use the
800-megahertz frequency on its own
equipment and devices. Second, CAT
must have full management control

News ID: C-120528001075 (28 May 12/05:07)
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over its network operation centre.

Third, mobile data usage and call
detail records must be in possession
of CAT.

Fourth, the contracts must indicate
clearly that CAT has the authority to
manage spectrum.

Fifth, the contracts must allow CAT
to be the sole decision-maker on fre-
quency planning, network rollout and
service operations. Sixth, CAT must
have the authority to negotiate with
other operators about inbound roaming
and interconnection charges.

Finally, the contracts must stipulate
that CAT is solely responsible for spec-
trum control.

The subcommittee will submit its
findings to the NBTC telecom com-
mittee next month, said the source.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the telecom committee, said the com-
mittee will take two weeks to consider
the matter before submitting its rec-
ommendation to the board for approval.

Normally, the telecom committee
would not overturn a resolution from
a subcommittee, he said.

Col Settapong said if the NBTC rules
that CAT should amend some condi-
tions of the contracts, then the state
telecom enterprise — as an NBTC
licensee — must comply promptly or
face revocation of its licence.
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CAT AND TRUE
INTALKSTO
TIDE OVER 3G
DEAL PROBLEMS

USANEEMUNGKULPURN
THIENATION W T

CAT Telecom and True Corp have
entered into talks to jointly find a way
out of the problems faced by their 3G

service business partnership deals.

CAT chief executive officer Kitisak
Sriprasert said their talks also covered
how to deal with TrueMove's conces-
sion, which ends next September.
TrueMove - True's cellular flagship ~
has operated under the CAT conces-
sion.

“Ourtalks are based onthe ooncept
that CAT wants to be the network
provider, while True wants to keep its
cellular customers,” he added.

According to Information and
Communications Technology
Minister Anudith Nakornthap, CAT
and True have to come up with the
solutions by July, given the auction of
the 3G-2.1GHz spectrum licences by
the National Broadcasting and
Te]ecommumcatmns Commission
(NBTC) is expected to take place
around October.

A CAT sourcesaid that both KJtlsak
and True’s chief executive officer,
Suphachai Chearavanont, have
already reached an agreement tosetu
a joint working group to solve all the
problems.

Thesource added thatone possﬂ)le
solution is both might jointly revise
the 3G partnership deal. CAT will have
to investin the 3G network rollout on
its own under the deal. wrpiel

Underthe dealssignedlastJanuary
between CAT and True subsidiaries
Real Move and Real Future, CAT has
BFKT (Thailand) of Real Future pror
cure the 3G network equipment for it
to generate 3G bandwidth capacity for
wholesale. CAT has also leased the
bandwidth to Real Move as a wholer
sale-resale contractand haskeptsome
part to resell on its own.

News ID: C-120528003117 (28 May 12/06:39)
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The source added that under the

newmodel, CAT mightleasetheband-
width to any interested firms, includy
ing Real Move and Total Access
Communication (DTAC), on aMobile
Virtual Network Operator (MVNO)
basis. An MVNO is a firm without its
own network that leases airtime or a
network of network operators to pro-
vide service.

Real Move can alsolease this band-
width to serve the more than 18 mil-
lion customers of TrueMove once
TrueMove's concession encls, the
source added.

CAThasalsomulled setl:mg upjoing
ventures with TrueMove and DTACto
manage theirnetworks after their net-
works are transferred to CAT when
their concessions end.

Kitisak said that one good sign in
thestateagencysplantobecomeanett
work provider is that DTAC recently
told CAT itwould moveitsongoingdis-
pute with CAT over the doubtful ownr
ership of some network facilities from
the arbitration panel to the court. This
will be afaster way forthe casetoreach
finality, so that CAT can plan its netr
work business direction in the future.

He added that TrueMove has also
informed CAT that it wants to stop
testing its 3G service on the 850MHz
spectrum and will turn to have its cus+
tomers roam with the Real Move 3G
service instead.

The CAT-True 3G deals attracted
probes by state authorities over their
legality. The ICT Ministry's commits

tee recently concluded that there are *

alleged irregularities in the manner
the deals were made. The subcommit-
tee under the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission concluded thatsome
CAT officials, by getting involved in
the deals, have breached the law. |

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
subcommittee is probing if the deals
breached Article 46 (2) of the 2010
Frequency Allocation Law, which bans
itslicence-holdersfromallowing other
parties to manage their spectrum
rights.

The subcommittee will concludei its
probe today.

The ICT Ministry last week
instructed CAT to suspend the plan to
further expand its 3G service on its
ownunderthedeals, pending the com-
plete probe by state authorities.
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