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NBTC to hash out
OTT issues with FCC

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

'I'h telecom regulator will

e meet the chairman of
the US Federal Communications
Commissions (FCC) in August to
discuss the contentious topic of
over-the-top (OTT) regulations.

The meeting is expected to
create cooperation between the
two agencies on OTT regula-
tory development, according to
National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission 5 -

(NBTC) secretary-general Takom akorn: US official Pai
Tantasith. interested in Thai moves

The meeting was scheduled
after the newly appointed FCC chairman Ajit Pai sent an email
to Mr Takorn in May saying that he was interested in the regu-
latory development of telecoms and the auction procedures of
fourth-generation licences over the past two years.

The FCC chairman also proposed a memorandum of under-
standing to develop cooperation between the two agencies.

Mr Takorn said August is the best time to meet with the
FCC because the NBTC has been reviewing the OTT regula-
tory framework after the NBTC board scrapped the previous
framework on July 5.

The NBTC subcommittee ordered a new framework to
govern sophisticated issues like OTT more carefully, which will
need to be reviewed by hearings again. The entire process is
expected to be finished by October.

The NBTC will host the Asean Telecom Regulator’s Council
(ATRC) meeting in September, which will focus on OTT regula-
tory development concepts.

ATRC members are telecom regulators, telecom operators
and OTT operators from the 10 Asean countries.

The NBTC plans to invite Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
to give the opening speech at the ATRC meeting on Sept 12, Mr
Takorn said.

Illicit content on social media, especially on Facebook and
YouTube, is another concern that the NBTC has been working
on.

“At the meeting in August, we will raise this topic to the FCC
chairman and ask for the FCC's cooperation,” Mr Takorn said.
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