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Section: Business/First Page

The Nation Date: Thursday 29 December 2016

Volume: 41 No: 54997 Page: 1B(Bottom Right)
The Nation ColInch: 20.82  Ad Value: 42,681 PRValue (x3): 128,043 Clip: Full Color
2:0:;::?:;58(’)200 Headline: Bt923m aid for satellite costs
Bt923m aid for satellite costs
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP transmitting their programmes to satellite and
THE NATION cable platforms for three years, at a total subsidy
of Bt2.5 billion. Takorn said the members of the

TWENTY-SIXDIGITALterrestrial-TV.channelsand  NBTC board had approved the financial subsidy
the Army’ssatellite-based Thai TV GlobalNetwork  for TV broadcasters yesterday.
(TGN) will receive a combined subsidy of Bt922.9 Starting from next year, the fund commission
million from the National Broadcasting and  will pass the subsidy to Channel TV 5, which will
TelecommunicationsCommissiontosupporttheir  seek permission forbroadcasters toprovide satel-
satellite-transmissionexpenditureduringthenext  lite transmission services.
12 months. Currently, TV operators seek permission todo

“The budget will be partly allocated fromthe  soontheirown.
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Research It is estimated that each standard-definition
and Development Fund for the Public Interest, in  channel will be able to save Bt15 million per year
accordance with the recent [use of] Article 44 of  in transmission costs, while each high-definition
the interim charter to provide relief measures for  channel can save Bt60 million a year.
digital-TV operators,” Takorn Tantasith, secretary- The subsidy will apply to all 22 commercial
general of the NBTC, said yesterday. broadcasters and four public broadcasters.

Last week, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha Takom added that apart from the terrestrial-
invoked the special power available tohimunder  based digital-TV operators, the Army-run TGN
Article 44 in order to assist digital-TV broadcast-  satellite-based TV station would also receive the
ersfacing business difficultiesduring theeconomic  privilege.
slowdown. Supinya Klangnarong,a memberof the NBTC,

Under the PM's order, the Broadcasting and  posted on Twitter that she disagreed with the
TelecommunicationsResearchandDevelopment  NBTC's decision to grant a Bt200-million subsidy
Fund Commission was permitted tosubsidisethe  for TGN as the channel broadcast its programmes
monthly cost facedbydigital-TV broadcastersfor  overseas.
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TrueVisions agrees remedies

THE NATION

TRUEVISIONS customers can get
refunds and downgrade their pack-
agesafter HBO Asiassixmovie chan-
nels are no longer available next
month, the country’s biggest pay-TV
operator said in a statement yester-
day.

However, the six cancelled chan-
nels will be replaced immediately
with new ones from content
providers other than HBO, it said.

The companysaidithad prepared
remedial measures for its customers
after meeting with the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
subcommittee on consumer rights
protection on Tuesday.

TrueVisions will replace the dis-
continued channels with seven new
ones: Warner TV, Paramount
Channel HD, Celestial Classic
Movies, Food Network, Fox Action
Movies HD, Sony Channel and True
Film HD 2. They will be available
immediately after HBO’s feeds end
on January 1 if the NBTC’s broad-
casting committee grants new broad-
casting licences for the seven new
channels.

A source at the NBTC said the
broadcasting committee would hold
an urgent meeting today to approve
the remedial measures and prepare
the new licences.

As part of the measures,

News ID: C-161229003017 (29 Dec 16/06:21)
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TrueVisions will upgrade affected
subscribers on the Gold, Super
Family, Sport Family and Happy
Family packages to a higherlevel for
one month, while customers on the
Platinum package will be awarded
1,000 True Reward Points via the
True Black Card.

Customers who have subscribed
to TrueVisions for less than six
monthscan either end their contract
or downgrade their package. If sub-
seribers with six-month packages
want to end their contracts, they will
get refunds, but the value will be
based on the outstanding period of
the contract.

However, customers who wantto
adjust their packages or cancel their
contracts mustnotify TrueVisionsin
writing by February 28.

After TrueVisions’ announce-
mentthatitwouldstop airing HBO's
channels, Singapore-based HBO
Asia yesterday released a statement
confirming that it remained com-
mitted toits subscribers in Thailand
and was working with partners to
ensureitpremium Hollywood movie
channels and services are available.

According to the statement, the
latest HBO Asia Original series,
Halfworlds Season 2, was filmed in
Thailand, directed by Ekachai
Uekrongtham, and mostly stars Thai
talents, including Peem Jaiyen,
Nicole Theriault, Jeeja Yanin, Myra
Malloy and David Asavanond.
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TOT, CAT eye merger of mobile phone businesses

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

STATE telecommunication agencies TOT
and CAT Telecom have discussed a possible
merger of their mobile-phone businesses to
help ensure their long-term survival.

CAT president Colonel Sanpachai
Huvanandana said recently that after the
merger, the two agencies would jointly ask
the government to extend the validity terms
of some of their mobile-phone spectra to
enable the merged entity to make money for
the long term.

“Executives of both agencies have dis-
cussed the merger plan and will continue to
talk about the details,” he said.

He said that if they were able to merge
their mobile-phone services, it was highly
likely that the government would consider
extending the spectrum validity periods for
them. Joining together would also enhance
TOT's and CAT'’s business opportunities in
the cellular-service market.

TOT president Montchai Noosong said
recently that after they completed the merg-
er plan, they would submit it to the State

Enterprise Policy Commission for its con-
sideration. The two agencies will also joint-
ly submit forthecommission’s consideration
on January 9 their plans to merge their
broadband businesses into one companyand
their Internet data-centre businesses and
international Internet gateway businesses
into another company.

The merger of these three core business-
es is in line with the commission’s policy to
improve their competitiveness.

TOTholds15 megahertzotbandwidthon
the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum, which now has
only around 100,000 subscribers. Its right
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&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

touse theband willexpirein 2025. TOT also
holds 60MHz of the 2.3GHz spectrum,
which will expire in 2025.

CAT holds 15MHz of the 850MHz spec-
trumand itsright touse it willexpirein 2025.
The band has more than 1.7 million sub-
scribers. It also has an idle 45MHz band-
width on the 1,800MHz spectrum, which
will expire in 2018.

Earlier CAT asked the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission to extend the expiration date of
its idle 45MHz bandwidth to 2025 from the

original date of 2018, but the request was
denied. The NBTC said the law required it
toreclaim the spectrafrom the state telecom
agencies for reallocation after the expiration
of their terms.

Sanpachai said CAT had stopped talking
with Total Access Communication (DTAC)
about a plan to develop a fourth-generation
service on this idle band, as it would expire
in 2018.

TOT expects revenue of around Bt15 bil-
lion from its mobile-phone service nextyear,
of which more than Bt14 billion will be from
wholesaling 2.1GHzbandwidth to Advanced
Wireless Network. The rest will be from the
2.1GHz mobile-phone service provided by
TOT itself and its mobile virtual network
operator (MVNO) partners combined.

CAT’s mobile-phone service is expected
to earn revenue of Bt24 billion this year, of
which Bt21 billion will be from wholesaling
bandwidth onthe850MHzspectrumto True
Corp’s mobile-phone business group. Of the
rest, Bt2.6 billion will be from its own My
brand mobile-phone service and Bt400 mil-
lion from the contributions of its MVNO
partners.
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