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Digital economy hills not

for more power, govt says

THE NATION

THE GOVERNMENT will whit-
tle down the number of “digital
economy” bills to nine - from the
present 10 ~ by cancelling the one
to set up a Digital for Economy
and Society Fund, Information
and Communications Technology

-Minister Pornchai Rujiprapasaid.

He added that the government
was considering which of the nine
billsinto which itwould mergethis
fund legislation, and which com-
mittees would be assigned toover-
see the fund. One possibility is the
Digital Economy Committeetobe
setupbythe Digital Economy Bill.
Itwillbe chaired by the prime min-
ister.

The military regime has sub-
mitted the “digital economy” bills
to be examined by the Council of

State, which is the government’s

legal adviser.
Pornchaidenied that thesebills
were intended to give more power
to the government. It will hold a
forum to listen to public opinion
every Saturdayin ordertoimprove
these bills, which are expected to
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come into force by the middle of
thisyear, adelay from the originally
expected April.

Many sections of society have
urged the government to revisit
thebillsand allow all stakeholders
affected by them - including busi-
nesses, the public, state enterpris-
esand independent organisations
- to scrutinise them before they
become law.

The proposed legislation
includes the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) Bill, the Cyber Security
Bill,the New Computer Crime Bill,
the Personal Data Protection Bill,
the Digital Economy Promotion
Bill and the Digital Economy
Development Fund Bill.

Pornchai added that the ICT
Ministry would not change
clauses in the NBTC Bill that
obliged the consolidation of the
commission’s existing telecom
and broadcasting committees
into one panel, or bills that
authorised the government to
finalise which spectra should be
assigned to state agencies.
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Promotion
of digital TV
faces delay

‘REVISION OF TERMS
OF REFERENCE
NEEDED' FOLLOWING
ADVICE FROM NBTC

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE terrestrial-based digital-TV
sector appears to be facing another
difficulty, now that the start of the
national campaign to promote pub-
lic awareness about the new broad-
casting service is behind schedule.

Thakorn Tantasit, secretary-gen-
eral ofthe National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission,
acknowledged yesterday that the
start of the Bt63.5-million project to
raise public awareness and under-
standing about digital-TV broad-
casting would be at least two months
behind the original schedule.

Heexplained that some detailsin
the terms of reference needed to be
revised following advice from the
NBTCsbroadcasting committee last
week.

“We need to amend those details
and expect to complete the final
terms of reference and announce
invitations for potential bidders soon.
The successful bidder, that will take
care of the national campaign to
promote digital TV, will be known
about March,” he said.

On a related matter, Takorn said
that after four months of the digital-
TV coupon-redemption programme,
2.92 million out of 7million coupons
had beenredeemed by householdsin
buying digital-TV set-top boxes and
television sets with built-in digital-
TV tuners.

Thisrepresents41.5 percentofthe
totalnumber of couponsdelivered to
households to date.

However, these redeemed
coupons do not reflect the actual
number of set-top boxes that were
installed and used to access digital-

TV programmes, he added.
Meanwhile, the Thailand Cable
TV Association (TCTA) vesterday
lodged an open letter to the National
Council for Peace and Order, oppos-
ing the idea that the broadcasting
regulator should allow people to use
their digital-TV coupons in pur-
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chasing satellite and cable set-top
boxes, besides digital terrestrial-TV
receivers.

Led by its president Nattachai
Arksorndit, the TCTA submitted the
letter to the junta via ML Panadda
Diskul, minister at the Prime

@ Nattachai" "said ' the Bt690-
coupon-per-household plan was
part of the transition of the country’s
broadcasting infrastructure to ter-
restrial-based digital-TV broadcast-
ing.
In the letter, the association
explained that about 70 per cent of
23 million households around the
Kingdom were currently able to
watch free-TV programmesviacable
and satellite-TV receivers, whilethey
could also access digital terrestrial-
TV channels because of the NBTC’s
must carry-rulethatordersproviders
of cable and satellite platforms to
carry those channels. It is not nec-
essary, therefore, to extend such priv-
ileges to cable and satellite-TV busi-
ness, the TCTA reasoned.

In fact, the value of the coupon is
funded from partoftherevenuegen-
erated from the NBTC’s spectrum
auction for 24 digital-TV channelsin
late 2013, it added.

Nattachai suggested that the
broadcasting regulatorshould main-
tain its principle of creating digital
terrestrial-TV as a national broad-
casting backbone by managing the
income from the use of the spectrum
for the public interest.

In response, Thakorn said his
team was working on the use of the
coupons for purchasing a hybrid set-
top box, which can be compatible
both  with  terrestrial and
satellite/cable systems.
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mergers.
-.,!ngsandbmadcastingdmﬁn

~Underthe ules fortheauctioning
- of commercial digital-temestrial TV~
 licencesin 2013, each bidder could win
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MCOT set to comply with
obligations on TV coverage

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MCOT aims to cover at least 80 per
cent of the country’s 23 million
householdswithitsdigital-TVtrans-
mission network by midyear in
accordance with the broadcasting
regulator’s conditions.

The state media enterprise also
defended its procurement process,
saying its tendering was fair for all
bidders. The successful bidder was
the country’s leading provider of
information and communications
technology, Loxley.

MCOT director-general Sivaporn
Chomsuwan said yesterday that
there were five contestants for this
contract, namely Thai Transmission
Industry, Loxley, Samart Comtech,
International Research Corporation
and Zsen Technology. Loxley won the
bid by offering the best price, Bt104

News ID: C-150129003040 (29 Jan 15/05:58)

%7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

million lower than the reserve price.

MCOT will complete installation
ofdigital-TV transmitters at 39 main
broadcasting towers by the middle of
thisyear, covering 80 per cent oftotal
households in the Kingdom.

MCOT set a reserve price for this
projectat Bt318.5 million, whiletotal
primarily investment was about
Bt44.0 million.

MCOT is one of two providers of
nationwide digital-TV transmission
thatare behind scheduleinsetting up
their networks.

Thawatchai Jittrapanun, mem-
ber ofthe National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission,
said that of the 39 main broadcast-
ing towers MCOT was supposed to
set up, only 16 sites were complete,
while the Public Relations
Department had installed only one
transmitter at its broadcasting tow-
ers in Bangkok.
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