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Headline: Court dismisses Thai TV's request

Court dismisses
Thai TV’s request

NANAT SUCHIVA

The Central Administrative Court yester-
day dismissed an injunction request by
cash-strapped Thai TV Co to protect its
bank guarantee from being seized by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

After the court dismissal of the injunc-
tion request, the NBCT’s broadcasting
committee sent a letter to notify Bangkok
Banlk, the issuer of Thai TV's bank guaran-
tee, to pay 1.78 billion baht on behalfofthe
ailing digital TV company.

The total amount comprises five instal-
ments of auction fees plus 7.5% interest
between May 26, 2015 and Feb 2, 2016.

Thai TV placed its bank guarantee
worth a combined 1.97 billion baht with
the NBTC when it was officially awarded
twadigital TV licences for Loca children’s
and Thai TV news channels in early 2014.

The licence for Loca channel is valued
at 1.32 billion baht and the news channel
licence is 648 million baht.

The company defaulted on the second
instalment of auction fees worth 288 mil-
lion baht in May last year.

ANBTC source said the formal notifica-
tion letter would reach Bangkok Bank in
the next few days.

Suchart Chomsakul, a lawyer for Thai
TV, reaffirmed that Thai TV still has the
right to refuse the payment for the remain-
ing auction fees and interest totalling 1.78
billionbaht after the revocation of the two
digital TV channel licences on Feb 4.

“Thal TV will not pay until the court
malkes the final ruling,” said Mr Suchart.

Thai TV president Pantipa Sakulchai
could not be reached for comment on the
issue yesterday.

Mr Suchart said the Central Administra-
tive Court dismissed Thai TV's injunction
request because the national regulator
never sent its formal letter to ask Bangkok
Bank to pay the remainingauction feesand
interest for Thai TV.

In fact, the bank should have received
the notification letter since March 13.

An industry source said the court
injunction dismissal put Thai TV in a
corner and it would face more pressure
to fight the regulator.

Mrs Pantipa sought a court injunction
on June 30 last year to prevent the NBTC

News ID: C-160329001078 (29 Mar 16/05:59)
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from claiming her bank guarantee for the
defaulted payment of the second instal-
mentworth 288 million baht.

The cowrt convinced both sidesto com-
promise, and the NBTC gave Thai TV a
chance to find strategic partners by Nov
2 to help shore up its TV operations. Thai
TV could not find any partner and its two
channels went off the air on Dec 1.

Mrs Pantipa said Thai TV could not

find a partner because a potential inves-
tor changed its mind at the last minute
after the regulator passed a resolution to
demand Thai TV pay the overdue auction
fees on Nov 2.

Thai TV’s two channel licences were
revoked on Feb 4. The NBTC had pres-
sured Thai TV to pay the remaining auc-
tion fees and interest totalling 1.78 billion
baht by March 13 but the company did not
respond. The payment will also include the
overdue second instalment of auction fees
of 288 million baht.

The NBTC source said Thai TV still has
to pay the 2% annuallicence fee. The com-
pany has not paid it since last year.

Thal TV said it faced a loss of 1 billion
baht for running the two digital TV chan-
nels. It blamed the NBTC for failing to facil-
itate the smooth transition to digital TV.

A commuter
passes the office
of Thai TV Co,
operator of Loca
and Thai TV digital
channels. Both
channels went

off the air last
December after
the company failed
to pay the second
instalment of the
auction fee to the
NBTC.THANARAK
KHUNTON
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Headline: NBTC to claim Thai TV's bank guarantee after court ruling

Clip: Black/White

NBTC to claim Thai
TV’s bank guarantee
after court ruling

THE NATION

THE CENTRAL Administrative Court
has dismissed Thai TV Co’s appeal for a
temporary injunction against the seizure
of its bank guarantee worth Bt1.634 bil-
lion, freeing up the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission to notify Bangkok Bank this
week of its claim to the guarantee.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC'’s broadcasting committee, said
his committee yesterday acknowledged
the court’s decision.

On March 22, the court rejected the
petition for a temporary injunction
against the seizure of Thai TV Co’s bank
guarantee. The decision was based on
the fact that the company and the NBTC
were battling each other in another legal
case. Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy
secretary-general of the NBTC, said the
commission would notify Bangkok
Bank, Thai TV Co’s guarantor, in writing
this week.

Early last month, the broadcasting
committee decided to revoke Thai TV
Co’s two digital-television licences as it
had refused to pay the second instalment
of its upfront licence fees since last year.

The committee also ordered Thai TV
to pay the remaining five instalments
worth Bt1.63 billion plus value-added
tax as well as the unpaid annual licence
fees and a daily fine of Bt60,000.

The company had been licensed to
broadcast the Thai TV news channel 17
and Loca Family channel 15, which was
later renamed MVTV Family.

Thai TV Co, led by media veteran
Pantipa “Sister Tim” Sakulchai, had peti-
tioned the court for a temporary injunc-
tion to protest against the NBTC'’s
administrative order, but the court did
not make a decision at the first hearing
on February 23.

After that, the company was given
until March 11 to pay its outstanding
fees. It failed to do so, Sombat said.

According to a source in the banking
industry, Bangkok Bank has reportedly
set aside enough reserves to cover the
Thai TV case even though it has not yet
received a claim from the NBTC for the
guarantee.
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Column: NEWS FEED: TRUE URGES FAIR RE-AUCTION

Clip: Full Color

TRUE URGES
FAIR RE-AUCTION

True Corp has formally
requested that the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
hold a new auction for bandwidth
on the 900-megahertz spectrum
on a fair and transparent basis.

The company said the mini-
mum starting bid for the band in
this new auction round should be
Bt75.654 billion, the same price
quoted by Jas Mobile Broadband
when it won the licence in the
first auction of two 900MHz
licences last December.

True was the other winnerin
that December auction, with a
bid of Bt76.3 billion. Jas lost the
right to use the licence after fail-
ing to pay the initial instalment of
the upfront licence fee by the
deadline of March 21, prompting
the regulator to prepare tore-
auction this licence, possibly in
June.

If the final bid in the new auc-
tion round is lower than Bt75.654
billion, the NBTC should lower the
total amount True must pay for
its licence to the same price, True
said in a letter to the commission.

True has also told the NBTC
that it should not allow Advanced
Info Service to continue to use the
900MHz band on free of charge.

News ID: C-160329003021 (29 Mar 16/05:52)
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TOT board gives go-ahead for trial
service MoU with Advanced Info

AIS TO START NON-COMMERCIAL RUN ON STATE AGENCY’S SPECTRUM

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TOT board yesterday
approved the state agency going
ahead with the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding on a
partnership with Advanced Info
Service to provide wireless broad-
band service on TOT’s 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum.

The MoU will see AIS starting
a non-commercial trial service
on 15MHz of the spectrum. AIS
has informed the National
Broadecasting and Telecom-muni-

cations Commission about this
plan.

The MoU is expected to be signed
soon. Earlier, AIS chief executive
officer Somchai Lertsuthiwong said
the company expected to sign it this
month,

AIS is seeking more spectrum
bandwidth to serve its 40 million
subscribers after failing to win an
NBTC licence to the 900-mega-
hertz spectrum last December.
Currently it has licences to 15MHz
of the 1,800MHz spectrum and
15MHz on 2.1GHz.

TOT is expected to gain revenue

of around Bt10 billion a year from
this 10-year partnership with AIS.

A TOT source said the MoU was
just for the trial service and there
was no payment requirement for the
spectrum use.

Afterthis MoU issigned, AISand
TOT will sign five contracts, begin-
ning with the AIS commercial trial
service on TOT’s 2.1GHz, which is
scheduled to be signed within 30
days of the first MoU.

The second one is a contract
between AIS subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN) and TOT
to expand TOT’s 2.1GHz network

coverage.

AWN will invest in this network
expansion and lease it to TOT to
provide wireless service.

The third contract is for TOT’s
wholesaling of 80 per cent of the
bandwidth of this new network built
by AWN to AWN.

TOT is expected to gain revenue
of around Bt3.9 billion a year from
wholesaling the bandwidth to
AWN.

Under the fourth contract, AWN
will lease 13,000 telecom towers
from TOT.

The towers were built during
AlS’sconcession contract with TOT,

News ID: C-160329003024 (29 Mar 16/05:54)
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which has since expired.
The TOT source claimed that AIS

had agreed to transfer all these tow-
ers to TOT after signing a contract
to lease them from TOT.

TOT will get around Bt3.6 billion
a year from this leasing deal.

The signing of the second to
fourth contracts will take place
within 60 days after the singing of
the first contract.

Under the fifth, AWN will lease
all of its 900MHz network equip-
ment from TOT, which is expected
to gain revenue of Bt2 billion a year
from this deal.

The Office of the Attorney-
General is still examining these
five contracts. TOT needs the
approval of its board before it can
sign them.
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