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FREEDOM OF SPEECH

Peace TV closure ‘too harsh’

The Thai Journalists Association (TJA)
yesterday called on the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) to reconsider the revocation
of Peace TV's licence.

TJA deputy president Supan Rakcher
said the NBTC should rethink its punish-
ment of the station as, in his view, it was
too harsh. Otherwise, the NBTC may face
questions over bias against the station.

“Freedom of speech is the media’s
common right, but [Peace TV] must be
responsible for the content it broadcasts
as well, especially when the country needs
reconciliation,” Mr Supan added.

The TJA's move came after the NBTC on
Monday revoked the licence of the red-shirt
station for broadcasting content which it

News ID: C-150429001028 (29 Apr 15/05:18)
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said “could stir up unrest”. Previously, the
NBTC'’s committee suspended its licence
for seven days from April 10-17.

When the station went back on air on
April 18, the content continued to violate
the agreement.

According to the NBTC's terms, the con-
tent must not create confusion, instigate
unrest or deepen divisions among people.

When Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha was asked about Peace TV's licence
suspension, he said he already instructed
it to oversee this issue and the NBTC also
had its own protocols.

“I have never prohibited the media from
disseminating the news as long as it airs
or publishes facts. If not, order must be
restored among [media),” the premier said.
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PM denies role in Peace TV decision

ANAPAT DEECHUAY,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

PRIME MINISTER and chief of the
National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) General Prayut Chan-o-cha
yesterday denied being involved with
the broadcasting regulator’s decision
to revoke the licence for Peace TV, but
said no one should be afraid if they
have not done anything wrong.

The denial came as bosses of the
digital TV channel moved to petition
the NBTC over the “unfair” decision.

Prayut said: “Please ask the NBTC
[National  Broadcasting  and
Telecommunication Commission]. I
don't know anything about the issue
that a former politician came out and
excessively expressed his opinion. I
have already asked the concerned
authorities to look into the case.

“I have to ask whether [Peace TV]
hasbreached the NCPO’s order ornot.
The NBTC has their regulations and
rules. It is the task of the Thai
Journalist Association (TJA) to han-
dle. If the TJA cannot handle it, then
it should be abolished,” he said.

The premier said he has never pre-
vented anyone to broadcasting news.
However, if the information is wrong,
then there was a need for it to be cor-
rected.

When asked if Peace TV would be
permanently closed, the PM replied:
“I don’t know. They [the NBTC] have
already suspended the broadcasting
for seven days once. I have told them

and ask for their cooperation. Please
talk to their boss, their managing edi-
tor and the owner... They have never
helped us and merely want to change
me. Why don’t they change their atti-
tude first?”

Peace Television, operator of the
politics-oriented satellite channel, yes-
terday lodged a petition to NBTC
chairman Colonel Natee Sukonrat,
callingforarevision ofthe panel’sdeci-
sion to revoke its broadcasting licence
permanently.

Anansak Khamkao, a member of
the company committee who led rep-
resentatives from the red-shirt chan-
nel, said hiscompany need a chance to
clarify details to the regulator as the
decision was unfair.

Anansak said his company faced a
tough situation and its partners would
be affected. This might cause a huge
loss in his business.

“If the decision remains unrevised,
we are going to file a lawsuit against
the watchdog’s decision to the Central
Administrative Court for a temporary
injunction,” he said.

In response to this, NBTC’s Takorn
Tantasith said Peace TV could contin-
ueairing shows until receiving an offi-
cial notice, which might take time. In
the meantime, Takorn would discuss
the move with colleagues.

Takorn explained the decision of
the broadcasting panel was based on
its agreement last year inked with the
NCPO and several politics-oriented
satellite TV channels, including Peace
TV which was formerly known as
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Democracy News Network (DNN).

On Monday, the broadcasting panel
approved by majority votes to revoke
abroadcasting licence of Peace TV for
allegedlybreachinganagreementwith
the regulator as well as orders issued
by the junta. The committee had to
decide to terminate a satellite TV
licence because it did not see an
improvement at the TV broadcaster
since March 30, when the committee
agreed to suspend broadcasting
licences of'this satellite TV station and
anothersatellite TV, called “TV24,” (or
former Asia Update channel) for seven
days for allegedly violating a pact with
the NBTC and the NPCO’s Order No
97/2014 and No 103/2014.

After facing a suspension from
April 10 to 17, Peace TV still resumed
providing its TV programmes called
“Mong Klai hosted by Jatuporn
Prompan, a core leaders of the United
Front of Democracy against
Dictatorship or the red-shirt move-
ment.

Additionally, Takorn added thatthe
NBTC’smediamonitoringteam found
that this programme still created con-
fusion, misled people and made con-
flicts in society.

Peace TV was among 12 politics-
oriented satellite TV channelsinclud-
ing the yellowshirt ASTV, Democrat
Party-backed Blue Sky and red-shirt’s
Asia Updatethatagreed with theterms
and conditions laid down by junta.
Thosesatellite channels also agreed to
change their names and depoliticise
their content.
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Thai TV to delay up-front licence fee payment

REGULATOR BLAMED FOR INDUSTRY'S WOES, OTHER BROADCASTERS MAY FOLLOW LEAD

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THAI TV Co will not pay the second
instalment of its up-front licence fee
this year, claiming that the regulator
must take responsibility for the diffi-
culties faced by the digital-TV broad-
castingindustry, said company chair-
woman Pantipa Sakulchai.

She blamed the broadcasting com-
mittee of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) for failing to create a
favourable landscape for the business.

She believes that many digital-TV
broadcasters will join with her com-
pany in declining to pay the second

instalment of the up-front fee agreed
when the licences were allocated by
auction.

Last week the NBTC bhoard
approved in principle a request by
digital-TV broadcasters to postpone
their payments of the second instal-
ment by one year from the currently
scheduled date of May 24. However,
the final approval cannot be made
until the NBTC holds a public hear-
ing on key issues on May 6.

Ifthe postponement is approved,
it could mean the licence-holders
pay both the second and third instal-
ments in May next year, or just the
second in May 2016 and the third in
May 2017.

The second choice would mean a
similar deferment of all further pay-
ments until all instalments are paid
within seven years, instead of the orig-
inally planned six-year period.

This is one of three issues to be put
to the public hearing next week. The
others are whether the operators if
terrestrial-based digital TV channels
should be required to pay interest on
their deferred licence payments, and
whether the NBTC should introduce
ameasure to protect consumersfrom
the potential effects of the delayed
payments.

Pantipa admitted that Thai TV Co
made a wrong forecast about the out-
look of the digital TV broadcasting

business. Thai TV won two licences
at the NBTC auction, one for a fami-
ly channel by bidding Bt648 million,
and another for a news channel, for
which it bid Bt1.328 billion.

Last year the company spent Bt1
billion on the two digital channels. Of
that, Bt400 million was for the first
instalment of the licence fee, Bt200
million for developing TV dramas,
and the rest on other programming,.
The company suffered a loss of more
than Bt300 million last year, Pantipa
said.

Theloss prompted the companyto
seek a partnership with MV
Television, which led to a five-year
agreement. MVTV currently operates

satellite TV channels under the MV
brand. Pantipa denied reports that
the partnership was accomplished by
way of Thai TV selling its shares to
MVTV. She added that she had
acquired some shares of MVTV but
declined to elaborate.

She said the agreement was made
in strict compliance with NBTC reg-
ulations, under which the company
allows MVTV to sublease its airtime
for nine hours per day.

Under the terms of the partner-
ship, Thai TV is adjusting the opera-
tions of its two channels. Its family
channel Locawill berenamed MVTV
Family. It will alsojoin with MVTVin
marketing the two channels.

Pantipa said she hoped that after
the operational adjustments, the
company’s news channel Thai TV

would become one of the leaders in
its category this year.

Revenue for that channel is tar-
geted at Bt400 million, while the fam-
ily channel targets revenue of Bt200
million.

The company has also relaunched
its TV Pool satellite channel, which it
had shut down after winning the dig-
ital TV licences.

She said the company’s digital TV
business was expected to make a
monthly operating profit in May.

Recently Thai TV raised its capi-
tal to Bt800 million from Bt200 mil-

lion. The company sold 8 per cent of
itssharestoanewpartner but Pantipa
declined to disclose its name.

She said she would prepare Thai
TVtolistonthe Marketfor Alternative
Investment next February.
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