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NBTC

PHONE IMPORTERS TO APPEAL REVOCATIONS

Falsified test documents to result in retroactive cancellations for 280 models

USANEEMONGKOLPORN
THENATION

ajor local mobile-phone
I\/I retailers will appeal
against the plan of the
National  Broadeasting  and
Telecommunications Commission to
revoke approvals granted to 27 com-
panies over the past three years for
imports of more than 280 handset
models.

The NBTC found that documents
supposedly attesting that some
handsets had been tested by autho-
rised foreign laboratories to qualify
for import permits may have been
fake.

According tothe NBTC, improp-
erly documented models included
some J-Fone house brand models

sold by Jay Mart, some Ama brand
models of Media Infinity, and some
house brands of TWZ.

Surin  Amornchatchatwakul,
managingdirector of Media Infinity,
and Jay Mart chief executive officer
Adisak Sukumvitaya said they would
complaint against any revocation
order. They say theyapplied for per-
mits to import these devices in strict
compliance with the regulations and
that the testing documents were pro-
vided by the handset manufactur-
ers.

They have to supply clarifications
of their positionto the NBTC to pre-

The NBTC telecom committee resolved on June 20
to revoke the import permits for these 280 models
after testing documents were found not to have
been issued by the labs specified or were found to

have been altered.

vent any possible legal action by the
watchdog.

Their complaint centres on the
length of time the commission took
to reconsider the import approvals,

instead of examining the testing doc-
uments carefully before issuing the
permits. In the meantime, most of
the handsetsin question have ceased
to be imported or are no longer on
the market.

The 280 models, totalling
970,000 units all, were produced by
Chinese manufacturers.

The commission plans to publish

in Royal Gazette that the importers
must either destroy these handsets
pr ship them out of the country.
[ NBTC secretary-general Takorn
ITantasit said the 27 affected firms
¢ould appeal against the order with-
in 15 days of receiving it.

The NBTC telecom committee
resolved on June 20 to revoke the
import permits for these 280 mod-
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els after testing documents were
found not to have been issued by the
labs specified or were found to have
been altered.

The watchdog had instructed its
officials in March to investigate the
documents, some dating back to
2009. -

Companies that want to import
mobile devices into Thailand need a
permit from the NBTC. To obtain
this, they must produce a document
certifying that the device complies
with international standards. Such
documents are issued by interna-
tionally certified testing labs to the
handset manufacturers.

Some importers said they had no
idea the documents were fake, as
they were provided by the handset
manufacturers themselves.

The watchdog issues import per-
mits for about 16 million handset
units per year.
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BROADCASTERS TO BE SUBJECT
T0 ‘MUST CARRY " RULES

‘No conditions’ on free-TV content

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

ree-to-air TV broadcasters.
must pass all of their content

through all other platforms
inthe Kingdom without any condi-
tions, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication Commis-
sion says.

The NBTC’s broadcasting com-
mitteeyesterday approved the draft
of “must carry” rules to prevent
non-availability of free-TV pro-
grammes on some platforms
because of copyright restrictions,

This follows complaints by
TrueVisions subscribers that they
could not watch live Euro 2012
soccer matches carried on free-TV
signals.

Companies that hold
media rights to events
must be aware of this
before striking deals
with free-TV operators.

Under the must-carry rules,
transmission frequencies for radio
or television broadecasting and
telecommunication are considered
national resourees for the public
interest. Therefore, free-to-air TV
operators must be responsible for
publicbroadeasting services on any
platform.

News ID: C-120703003035 (3 Jul 12/06:00)
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Meanwhile, those companies
thathold mediarightsto eventslike
the Euro tournament must be
aware of this rule before striking
any deals with free-TV operators.

The must-carry rule is expected
to beimposed onboth existing ana-
log terrestrial TV channels and
coming digital services.

Once the NBTC issues licences
of digital TV broadeast, network
providers must carry public broad-
casting services like ThaiPBS.
However, network providers will be
able to select commercial channels
voluntarily.

Deputy NBTC secretary-gener-
al Presert Aphiphunya said the
committee would work on further
details before submitting this draft
to the commission’s board next
week. If the committee approves
this final draft, it will go to public
hearing. '
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