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CABLE TV PLAYERS WANT
END TO ‘MUST CARRY’ RULE

More than 100 cable TV operators
have lodged a letter with the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
calling for it to revoke the “must
carry” rule.

Navamongkol Koosakul, a legal
representative for the operators,
said yesterday that the NBTC's
must-carry rule would create huge
burden on the operators because
they would be obliged to carry all 12
public channels and another 24
commercial channels.

The operators want to have more
flexibility in selecting their favourite
channels, Navamongkol said.
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Headline: PM offers talks with student activists

POLITICS

PM offers talks with student activists

Support for detained
pupils gains momentum

POST REPORTERS

The New Democracy Movement (NDM)
student group has welcomed Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha's invitation to
hold talks with student activists protest-
ing against the military regime.

Itthipol Khotamee, a representative of
the group, said yesterday they welcomed
the prospect.

Responding to escalating calls for the

release of the 14 student activists being
held for violating the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPQ) ban on political
gatherings, Gen Prayut said on Wednesday
the government was exploring ways to ini-
tiate talks with anti-coup student groups.
The students were leading the NDM until
they were nabbed.

The students were arrested last Friday
following their rally against the military
regime, and are being detained at Bangkok
Remand Prison and the Central Women's
Correctional Institution awaiting trial in
Bangkok Military Court.

Mr Itthipol claimed undercover agents
had approached his parents and those of
other students in the group and invited

them to dine together to dissuade their
parents from protesting against the
government.

State officials had also encouraged the
parents of the 14 arrested students to seek
bail for their children, after the students
earlier refused to apply for bail on the
ground they did not recognise the mili-
tary courts.

Mr Itthipol said the group considered
these actions as threats against them
and wanted them to stop. Some students
wanted to file complaints with police
regarding the “threats” but the group had
not yet considered taking legal action.

Before they visited the arrested students
yesterday, the group read a statement

saying men wearing uniforms similar to
those of the military had intimidated their
families and their teachers.

They condemned the acts and called
for better protection of their basic rights.

Naruemon Thabchumpon, a political
science lecturer at Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity, who also visited the arrested stu-
dents, said she and other teachers wanted
to encourage the government to release
the 14 students.

But if the government insists on pros-
ecuting the students, proceedings should
be conducted in a civilian court, not a mili-
tary one, she said. The students should be
treated as suspects in a political case, not
as criminal suspects, and they should be

News ID: C-150703001018 (3 Jul 15/04:38)
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detained at the city facility previously used
for holding suspects in political cases, Ms
Naruemon said.

Meanwhile, Wanchai Tantiwithayapi-
tak, deputy director of state-owned Thai
Public Broadcast Service (Thai PBS) TV
station, is defending his decision to broad-
cast a documentary about the students
on Thursday.

He had told the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) the station had strictly followed
the law.

The NBTC had asked him and other sta-
tion executives to explain why complaints
were received that the broadcast last
Thursday could trigger conflicts in society.
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Final value of 1,800MHz spectrum likely to be Bt663m per megahertz

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE FINAL value of the 1,800-megahertz

spectrum, which will be the basis for calcu-

lating the starting price of a licence for auc-

tioning, is expected to be close to Bt663

?illion per megahertz, a source said yester-
ay.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
had paid the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) to study
the value last year as part of the plan to
auction the spectrum in the middle of last
year.

However, in the middle of last year the
military government ordered the NBTC to
put off the plan for one year. At that time

the ITU study suggested that the 1,800MHz
value was Bt663 million per megahertz,
based on the licence term of 19 years and
the total of 25MHz to be put on the block.

Later the NBTC’s working group prepar-
ing the 1,800MHz licence auction asked the
ITU to study the spectrum value again and
the union proposed a value close to Bt663
million.

The working group then asked the ITU
torevise its study, as it took the view that
the value should not be too close to the pre-
viously proposed value of Bt663 million
after one year had passed.

However, the source from the working
group believes that the final value of
1,800MHz is unlikely to be far from Bt663
million per megahertz.

Based on the original Bt663-million

estimate proposed by the ITU, the NBTC's
telecom committee last year finalised the
total spectrum value at Bt16.57 billion for a
pair of 12.5MHz bands — one for uplinking
and one for downlinking — before discount-
ing it 30 per cent to become the starting
price of Bt11.6 billion per licence.

It had planned to put two licences, each
with 12.5MHz, up for bid.

The working group is expected to finalise
the spectrum value soon and propose it to
the NBTC by July 14.

The NBTC is expected to auction at the
end of the year 30MHz of the 1,800MHz
spectrum, instead of 25MHz as originally
planned, because CAT Telecom has agreed
toreturn 5MHz on that spectrum currently
held by Total Access Communication
(DTAC) to the commission for the auction.
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