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Advanced Info Service (AIS),
Total Access Communications
(DTAC) and their subsidiaries
picked up application forms for.

| theupcoming 2.1GHzspectrum
auction last week, an official
from the Nalional Broadeasting -
and Telecommunications

" Commission (NBTC) said.

However, the official added,

- one company has informed the
watchdogthatitwasonlyinter- -
ested in bidding for 5MHz of
‘the total 45MHz bandwidth
spectrum up on offer.

- Potential bidders need to
submit their applications on
September 28, Each application
will cost Bt500,000 and bid-
ders need to provide a bank
guarantee of Bt1.35 billion.

The NBTC is expected to
hold the atiction on October 16
or16andasthedatecomesclos-
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er, the watchdogisgetting more
worried that some parties will
seek ways to sabotage it.

The NBTChasalreadysetup.

four committees to handle the
auction of the 2.1GHzspectrum,
namely an auction preparation

committee, a bidder pre-quali-

fication committee, an auction-
eer committée and a panel
examining whether there are
any connections amongthe bid-
ders. NBTChasalsoreleased an
“information memorandum®
for the auction.

Itisspeculated thatonly AIS,
DTAC and True Corp will join
the bidding,

The NBTC is planning to
seek bids for nine spectrum lots
of 5MHz bandwidth each at a
reserve price of Btd.5 hillion.
Bidders areallowed amaximum
of 15MHz bandwidth each.

Academics have voiced fears
thatthree bidders might collude
to grab 15MHz bandwidth
apiece in a low-competition
contest. If this happens, then

the final price achieved at the
{auction would, at best, be only

a little higher than the reserve,
But the NBTC said the spec-
trum assignment stage would
ensure that the biddingis com-
petitive.
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TOT, local
firms launch
4G trial

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Two local mobile operators will ally with
TOT Plc to launch a fourth-generation
(4G) wireless broadband trial by the end
of the year, said the head of the state
telecom enterprise.

The 4G trial will use long-term evol-
ution (LTE) technology running on the
2300-megahertz frequency.

TOT chairman Panthep Chamrasrom-
ran said some 400 4G base stations will
belocated in central Bangkok and some
major provinces.

The two private firms are required to
instal last-mile equipment and rent TOT’s
backbone network to provide services.

He declined to name the two firms.

Under the non-exclusive LTE agree-
ment, he said TOT can allow other oper-
ators to access its network for services.

He said TOT will receive both a net-
work rental fee and a management fee.

The LTE network expansion is part of
the state telecom enterprise’s 3G second
phase.

He said the two operators will submit
their trial proposals this week, and each
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will install equipment in 200 locations.

TOT is in talks with the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) to ask permission to
use 30 MHz of the 64-MHz bandwidth
on the 2300-MHz frequency during the
trial.

“Both TOT's 3G second phase and
LTE’s investment plans will be submitted
to the TOT board on Sept 17 for con-
sideration,” Mr Panthep said, adding
that it will also submit its expansion
plan for 200,000 WiFi hotspots, as part
of the government’s free public WiFi
project, to the board for approval.

TOT plans to build an additional 12,000
3G base stations nationwide under the
second-phase investment plan. Most of
the base stations will be at TOT-owned
locations nationwide, and some with
private operators under a co-site network
concept.

The state enterprise expects to com-
plete its 3G network expansion nation-
wide by November, with a total of 5,200
base stations. Some of TOT’s concessions
will expire in 2013, making new revenue
streams essential to the survival of the
agency.

Mr Panthep also said TOT plans to
combine all existing 13,000 2G base sta-
tions of its concessionaire Advanced Info
Service with the state’s 5,200 3G base
stations and the existing 300,000 concrete
telecom poles nationwide.

He said TOT would also sell or transfer
all ofits telecom infrastructure assets to
its two subsidiaries. The latter will then
rent the network infrastructure to other
private operators.
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