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Clip: Black/White

NBTC presses junta to clear
Up confusion over analog TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE JUNTA will be asked to make
the final decision on whether
Channel 3’s analog programmes can
be carried by cable and satellite TV,
as its previous edict on the matter
clashes with the broadcast regula-
tor’s “must carry” rule.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting(NBTC)and
Telecommunications Commission,
said yesterday that the NBTC
would seek the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO)’s
advice and clarification. On May
24, two days after it seized power
from the elected government, the
NCPO had issued “Announcement
No 27", allowing cable/sat TV oper-
ators to continue carrying analog
free TV channels along with the
new digital ones.

A special meeting of the broad-
casting committee was held to dis-
cuss howto authorise cable/sat oper-
ators to continue broadcasting

News ID: C-140903003011 (3 Sep 14/05:57)
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Channel 3’ analog programmes.
Thislegal conflicthas created con-
fusion among key players in the

_ industrybecauseall terrestrial-based

analog TV channels including
Channel 3 are no longer considered
free TV broadcasting services under
the NBTC’s must-carry rule.

Only digital terrestrial TV chan-
nels can be carried by cable/sat TV.

After Announcement No 27 was
released, Bangkok Entertainment
Co, which runs Channel 3, appealed
tothe NCPOto allow cable/sat TV to
continue carrying its analog pro-
grammes after a 100-day grace peri-
od extended by the NBTC ended on
Monday, September 1.

The process might take time,
Natee said.

This afternoon the NBTC will
meet withall 24 digital terrestrial TV
operators and Channel 3 to hammer
out a solution to this problem.

“However, at this time, Channel 3
analog TV content can be broadcast
either via conventional antenna or
local cable and satellite TV platforms
as usual,” Natee said.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax, 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Wednesday 3 September 2014

No: 54154 Page: 1A(Left)

Col.Inch: 16.27  Ad Value: 24,405 PRValue (x3): 73,215

Photo News: NCPO leaves Channel 3 row up to watchdog
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NCPO leaves Channel 3
row up to watchdog

THE National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO) said it would keep out of
the dispute between Channel 3 and the
National Broadcasting Telecommuni-
cation Commission (NBTC) over the
channel’s refusal to stop broadcasting
its analog programming via cable/
satellite TV, a top NCPO source said
last night. “It is a hot potato for the
NCPOQ, but is really the responsibility of
the NBTC,” the source said.

The NBTC said yesterday it would
seek the NCPO’s advice on the matter.
On May 24, the NCPO issued
“Announcement No 27", allowing
cable/satellite TV operators to continue
broadcasting free TV channels along
with the new digital ones. Channel 3
insists on continuing broadcasting via
cable/satellite TV based on this.

If the NBTC asks the junta to make a
decision on whether Channel 3 can con-
tinue broadcasting on cable/ satellite
TV, then the junta would not make a
decision and return it to the NBTC, the
source said.

mNBTC ASKS JUNTATO CLEAR CONFUSION 1B

News ID: C-140903003000 (3 Sep 14/05:52)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/NATIONAL
Date: Wednesday 3 September 2014

Volume: - No: -

Col.Inch: 18.77 Ad Value: 28,155

Headline: NBTC seeks answers to Ch 3 furore

Page: 3(Top Right)
PRValue (x3): 84,465

Clip: Full Color

TELEVISION

NBTC seeks

answers to

Ch 3 furore

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
asked the junta to find a solution to the
controversial case of analogue Channel 3.
The move aims to ease the regulatory
conflicts between the NBTC’s amended
must-carry rule and the National Council for
Peace and Order’s (NCPO) announcement
on May 24 regarding television channels.
The telecom regulator yesterday sent a
letter to the NCPO asking for a solution.
Channel 3 still broadcasts its ana-
logue channel on every platform as usual
even though the NBTC ended its free-TV
status on Monday after a 100-day exten-

sion period.

Under the resolution, Channel 3’s ana-
logue broadcasting would no longer be
allowed to be aired via satellite and cable

TV platforms.

But BEC World Plc, the operator of
Channel 3, did not comply with the NBTC's
rule, claiming that the junta’s announce-
ment on May 24 clarified its channel, along
with another five analogue channels, as a
free-TV channel, so it can be aired on every
platform ranging from terrestrial, satellite

and cable systems.

Yesterday;, all satellite and cable network
providers were still airing analogue Chan-
nel 3, saying that this complied with the

NCPO’s announcement.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC'’s broadcasting committee, said the
panel agreed to ask the junta to find a solu-
tion to the Channel 3 case and create clear
guidelines for each regulation as all net-
work providers are very confused about

how to implement them.

“The NBTC can't decide on the future of
Channel 3 due to the regulatory conflicts.
However, we will allow the channel to
broadcastvia the satellite and cable systems
for the public’s benefit during the absence
of a final resolution on its broadcasting

future,” he said.

The NBTC will hold a meeting today with
BEC World and the 24 digital TV channel
operators to gather their opinions after digi-
tal TV operators demanded that Channel 3

comply with the NBTC resolution.

In a related development, Takorn Tan-
tasith, the NBTC's secretary-general, said
the junta approved the 690-baht digital TV
subsidy coupon scheme yesterday.
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