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December
auction for
lucky mobile
numbers

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The first lot of 16 mobile phone numbers
deemed super lucky will finally be auctioned
by the national telecom regulator in Decem-
ber and is expected to generate at least 100
million baht in revenue for the state.

This will be the country's first auction for
VIP and auspicious mobile numbers con-
ducted by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC initially planned to auction
1,000 auspicious mobile numbersin one go,
either to be done online or via a traditional
live auction at its headquarters.

The regulator finally decided to sell
the first super VIP 16 numbers as it would
attract more bidders, said NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith.

Mr Takorn said the 16-mobile numbers
including 099-999-9999 and 088-888-8888
are believed to be very lucky number by
affluent people in Thailand, especially
wealthy Chinese.

The other numbers include 090-
000-0000, 091-111-1111, 092-222-2222,

BIDDING FOR LUCK

NBTC is to auction its first batch of 16 ‘auspi-
cious’ mobile phone numbers in December,
expecting it to rake in at least B100m. B3

Mobile operators are offering SIM cards with auspicious numbers to wealthy

customers. PANUPONG CHANGCHAI

093-333-3333, 094-444-4444, 095-555-5555,
096-666-6666, 097-777-7777, 098-888-8888,
061-111-1111, 062-222-2222, 063-333-3333,
064-444-4444 and 065-555-5555.

“The 099-999-9999, comprising nine
digits of 9, will be the most expensive in the
auctions, with an expected bid of 20 million
baht,” said Mr Takorn. Revenue from the
auctions will go to state coffers.

It is common to see rich Thais paying a
premium to geta phone number or licence
plate with a lucky number as the sound of
certain numbers is similar to the words for
fortune, wealth or prosperity in the Thai
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language, and they believe this will bring
then more luck and riches.

Mr Takorn said the regulator is draw-
ing up the auction draft strategy includ-
ing the starting price of each number to
be auctioned.

The first batch of 16 numbers will be a
benchmark for further auctions, he said.

The NBTC previously wanted to out-
source the auction to a specialist to handle.
But there was no company qualified to do so
due to the regulator’s strict requirement that
the auctions of 1,000 mobile numbers must
generate atleast 1.8 billion baht for the state.
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NBTC gets the
green light for
USO funding

WATCHDOG SET TO
RESUME NATIONWIDE
BROADBAND PROJECT

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Council for Peace
and Order has allowed the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunie-
ations Commission to use the uni-
versal-service obligation (USO) fund
to develop telecom projects for the
public, deputy Prime Minister ACM
Prajin Juntong has said.

This indicates that the watchdog
can resume using the fund to finance
the planned project of providing
broadband Internet access in rural
areas.

Originally the USO fund had
Bt34.8 billion before the watchdog
loaned Bt13.5 billion to the Finance
Ministry to finance road and water
projects, leaving Bt21.3 billion in the
fund.

In 2014 the NCPO told the NBTC
to suspend its plan to use the USO
fund, pendingits complete scrutiny of
the NBTC’s overall budget spending.

During that period the regulatory
body announced the plan to install a
broadband network nationwide in
rural areas, starting in Nong Kai and
Pitsanuloke provinces.

TOT won the project bid with a
Bt441 million offer.

Prajin, who is also acting Digital
Economy and Society minister, said
that the NCPO recently told the reg-
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ulator to resume the rural broadband
project but the NBTC would have to
revise the project’s details to meet
the real Internet demand of rural
areas.

The project’s development has to
be in harmony with the ministry’s
planned rural broadband project.

“The NBTC and the ministry have
to coordinate together. The ministry
will focus on rolling out the core
broadband Internet network nation-
wide, while the NBTC project should
focus on the border areas. Both proj-
ects will fulfil the government plan to
bridge the digital divide,” Prajin said.

The ministry’s rollout of the
nationwide broadband service, at a
cost of Bt15 billion, will cover 30,000
villages.

Ttisrevising conditions to procure
the project developer, following
Prajin’s request.

Prajin wants the ministry to finish
the revision this year and launch the
project next September.

Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC sec-
retary-general, said that the NBTC
office was waiting for an official letter
from the NCPO giving it the go ahead
to use the USO fund.

He will propose the ministry use
the USO fund tofinance the ministry’s
rollout of the broadband service.

At present the ministry plans to
use a state budget to finance the
project.

TOT is also keen to win the bid for
the ministry’sbroadband rollout after
the TOT board recently approved a
Bt9.8 billion budget to join the
bidding.
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