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3G farce risks Thailand’s reputation on world stage

More than just consumer convenience rides on the introduction of the new technology

s Thai politics sits in a stalemate

with no reconciliation in sight, 3G

deployment could be a welcome
New Year gift for the Thai people — at
least Thai society could see something
new, not just unending political conflict,
noted Suthat Sretboonsang, a former
Thailand Trade Representative writing
for Post Today.

Mr Suthat said the recent 3G auction
should not be blocked or delayed any
further because mobile telecom com-
munications have progressed rapidly and
3G is no longer new. It is possible a 4G
auction could be held
next year.

If 3G deployment ‘ ‘
faces interruption
again, the country's
image will be greatly
damaged and Thailand
will be categorised as
backwards concerning
mobile technology
when compared with
neighbouring coun-
tries especially with the
Asean Economic Com-
munity beckoning in
2015. It is regrettable
that the country is held
back due to internal
conflicts.

What we could do is to push 3G for-
ward so that Thailand becomes a regional
hub not only in terms of geographical
location but with easy links to other
countries via mobile technology. The
longer that 3G is delayed, the less chance
that there is of making Thailand a true
regional hub.

It is true the 3G auction was full of
defects. However, Mr Suthat asked if it
is also true that more harm will be done
if 3G is blocked or delayed again. How
much damage will there be to the
country’s economy then?

Mr Suthat called on the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to be steadfast and
be ready to answer all questions con-
cerning the 3G auction.
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Itis regrettable
that the country
is held back

due to internal
conflicts. e

He said critics were not justified in
arguing that the 3G auction must earn
as much revenue as possible because if
the three bid winners — AIS, Dtac and
True — had to pay much more, it would
mean their costs for rolling out 3G would
be higher, and that would certainly be
passed on to consumers.

This did not mean the NBTC sided
with the mobile network operators. It
must simply have realised that a higher
reserve bid price would mean consumers
bearing the cost.

The NBTC must ensure it can compel
the winners to com-
pete over prices so that
the country ultimately
benefits.

Of course, the bid
winners must be able
to make a reasonable
profit as well. The
NBTC must make sure
there is no collusion
to take advantage of
consumers.

The NBTC must
fight all lawsuits suc-
cessfully to make sure
is deployed to

benefit the country
and consumers.

It is unreasonable
to lodge a lawsuit to compel the private
mobile operators to pay more to the
state because it will delay 3G and cause
another hiccup for the telecom industry.

Mr Suthat said 3G will stimulate invest-
ment and that will boost GDP growth. If
Thailand stumbles with 3G again, it will
lose opportunities.

A lesson is Suvarnabhumi airport.
Conceived more than 50 years ago, it
took nearly 40 years to begin construc-
tion. Singapore’s Changi airport was con-
ceived much later but was finished within
two years and Singapore has been the
regional aviation hub for more than 20
years even though Thailand is geograph-
ically better located.

If we look at global investments pour-
ing into Asia, Thailand is one of the
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The longer 3G services are delayed, the less chance there will be of making Thailand a true regional hub.

most strategically placed countries for
regional investment. It is essential the
country has 3G to speed up communi-
cation. The business sector cannot wait
forever. If politics is stabilised and 3G is
deployed next year as planned, the coun-
try will benefit in the long run.

However, if it is still mired in conflict
and 3G is indefinitely delayed Thailand
will miss the boat and global investments
will go elsewhere. Thailand will miss
out on becoming the golden land of
Southeast Asia.

Imagine if Thailand does not have 3G
and politics is still mired in conflict.
What can we offer overseas investors? If

we don’t do anything positive, future
generations will condemn us for pulling
the country down and making them
suffer unnecessarily.

Don't think of the benefits for mobile
operators. Think about how to control
the 3G licence winners so that they offer
quality services at a reasonable charge.
We should not go back to square one
and start the 3G auction again because
it will drag Thailand backwards, doing
irreparable harm.

Don’t  nitpick  about small
imperfections in the auction. We should
move forward as the benefits will be
much greater for the country. Another

News ID: C-121103001058 (3 Nov 12/03:04)
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hiccup and Thailand will be shunned
by international investors. We cannot
live alone, being interdependent in the
global arena.

National frequencies are a resource
which must be deployed for the benefit
of all.

Energy use skyrockets

The Energy Ministry’s report that
fuel imports would hit a historic high
this year was not unexpected, noted
Nha-kran Laohavilai, Post Today editor.

For the first nine months, the country
imported 9.36 million barrels of crude
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worth 905 billion baht, a rise of 16.1%
from the same period last vear.

The Energy Ministry forecast that
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) imports
by the end of this year should reach 1.7
million tonnes, worth about 50 billion
baht, another historic high.

Nha-kran expects to see the same
trend next year with rising imports of
crude and LPG, all due to the unjusti-
fiable energy subsidy. He did not think
much of the government’s policy to
subsidise diesel by lowering the excise
tax by 5 baht per litre, which causes
the state to forego billions of baht in
excise tax revenue.

The subsidy also benefits car owners
who have luxury diesel saloons.

Nha-kran criticised the government
for prolonging the free float of LPG
prices for motor vehicles, resulting in
more and more cars being converted
to LPG. He also slammed the govern-
ment’s first-car policy which has
unleashed about 500,000 new vehicles
onto the roads.

A wise government would try every
means to lower energy consumption
by encouraging people to use public
transport, but the Pheu Thai govern-
ment has done the opposite by encour-
aging people to buy more cars through
its first car policy without caring for
fuel wastage in traffic jams in major
cities, especially Bangkok.

A wise government would campaign
to reduce energy consumption as it is
necessary at the national and global
level due to limited resources and the
greenhouse effect.

A wise government must promote
the right attitude among the people.

If Thailand continues to consume
energy excessively the country will face
adverse consequences with its trade
deficit as well as pollution due to traffic
gridlock.

A badly managed energy policy as
well as other populist, wasteful policies
are creating problems that are creeping
nearer and nearer every day to crisis
proportions, Nha-kran said.
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Stone-age soldiers

Ayoung man in my condo building was
bornin Chiang Rai and moved away when
he was fouryears old.

Now thatheis 21 and eligible for the
draft, he had to return to Chiang Rai at his
own expense in order to take care of paper-
work in anticipation for the draft.

I asked why he could not do this in Bang-
kok and have the information sent over the
internetand was told that it was because
they did not have a computer — in Chiang
Rai, paper after paper was filled outand
filed away.

Considering the billions of baht spent by
the army every year, one wonders why they
don'tspend some of it on computers. This
is2012, not 1912.

EDWARD JROSS

Time to cage corruption

Re: David Brown'’s letter (Postbag). Mr Brown
wonders how Thailand can ethically outlaw

the trade in endangered speciesand yet still ¢

allow it to happen, the answer, of course, is
corruption.

After that is enforcement, the bugaboo
oflawmakers, which requires moneyanda
serious long-term commitment of resources
—resources which will always be directed
elsewhere. Unless the animal control officers
arearmed, as in the US, their enquiries
won't go far. Until Cites becomes asbiga
player in the region as the DEA, we should
not expect anyresources directed towards
enforcement any time soon. To paraphrase
Gandhi, one can tell how civilised a people
are by whether they like to keep things in
cages — around the world, there are not too
many civilised people.

HUESTON FORTNER

By heavens, no hell

Re: Charlie Brown's “God lets us choose"’.
Evenifone accepts the totally unproven
existence ofa “God in heaven”’, why must
one “‘believe thereis adevil in hell"? Itis
quite possible in the realm of superstitious
beliefs to believe in one without believing
in the other, thereby rendering the rest of
his arguments regarding Mourdock’s state-
mentillogical and irrelevant.

DAVID BROMILOW

Beware the ides of March

Thaksin’s boasting to Forbes magazine that
the current Thai government is under his
thumb, and that the ruling Pheu Thai Party’s
motto is always ““Thaksin thinks; Pheu Thai
acts”’, mav be his own Achilles’ heel.
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A satellite image taken on Tuesday shows Superstorm Sandy over much of the eastern United States. AP

Thaksin's last downfall in 2006 began
when two of his mostimportant supporters,
Chamlong Srimuang and Sondhi Lim-
thongkul, deserted him and assiduously cam-
paigned for his ouster.

Such arebellion could happen again when
Thaksin's currentlieutenants start thinking
heis too dangerous for the countryand
posterity.

Asonewho enjoys reading, Thaksin should
study how Julius Caesar, one of ancient
Rome’s most popular and powerful heroes,
met his tragicend.

Julius was stabbed to death by alarge
group of senators led by Marcus Junius
Brutus, who feared the ever-growing power
of the dictator. Brutus was one of Julius
Caesar’s most trusted friends and whom he
regarded asa son and possible successor.
According to history, Julius Caesar’s last
sentence when he saw Brutus among the
assassins was: “‘You too, child?”

Thaksin should study more history. Maybe
itwill help him become more humble and
human.

VINT CHAVALA
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What’s good for the goose

Re: “Govt seeks help to locate key witness”.
The case of the disappearance of a Saudi
businessman about 20 years ago and other
crimes involving Saudis have strained the
relationship between Saudi Arabia and Thai-
land for the past two decades. An opportunity
to bring some reliefto the situation is apparently
being blocked because a convicted ex-police
colonel on the run cannot be interviewed in
his hiding place abroad because he would
have to be arrested first.

Ifind this in stark contrast to the visit of a
senior policeman to Hong Kong for a convivial
reunion where he received an award from a
convicted ex-police colonel on the run without
even the thought of arresting him.

RICHARD BOWLER

Trafficking the victim card

Yesterday’s article about Thai women and
men involved in a prostitution ring in Switz-
erland is a scary example of a huge shiftin
culture taking place around the world, largely
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initiated in America and on the internet.

Per the Bangkok Post article, Thai ““vic-
tims”’ knew they were going to work as
prostitutes and refuse to press charges
against their supposed traffickers.

Prostitution is legal in Switzerland.

Yet thisis a story that will be repeated
around the world and in every case the
Thai sexworkers will be branded as victims.

The contract they agreed to sounds very
expensive when taken at face value, but
thearticle does not tell us their earning
potential under that contract.

In this shifting culture, what it means to
be trafficker, a pimp and a victim is being
redefined almost from month to month.
Be warned thatif you drive a friend to the
airportorloan a friend some money, you
could bea trafficker.

Normal consensual prostitution is under
insidious attack as never before.

T happen to know a Thai sex worker and
she freely discussed with me her expenses
and earnings expectationsif she goes to
Singapore for two weeks. She asked for my
opinion. In today’s extreme climate, some
day she might need a trafficker to blame to
getabetter deal —in other words she can
pull out her “victim card” in an emergency
—and that could be me.

Everyone in Thailand should be aware
that extreme exaggeration and sensation-
alism drives the internet discussion of sex
trafficking. For example, Irecentlyl sawa
blog by an NGO that made the claim that
awoman is killed or raped every six seconds
inone small city in the Philippines.

Whatyouwill see on the internet often
defies common sense — but peoplestill
fall forit!

Regardless of the each person’s ethical
opinion regarding this issue, this isa cultural
shiftdriven almost exclusively by internet
exaggeration and sensationalism.

Weneed to decide how we feel about
that.

JOHN KANE

Customers the 3G losers

Foryears, several Thai telecommunication
companies have been advertising 3G mobile
phone promotions, when the actual 3G
service practically never existed.

Sowhathas the customer been paying
for all theseyears, if the “‘real 3G’ never
existed, but was just ““sold to them'’ as 3G
on plain advertisement paper?

According to the latestarticles about the
year-long 3G-bidding, which ended up sell-
ing cheap by global standards, it can be
assumed that those telecommunications
giants have been toying with the publicin
order to take the best cut for themselves; in
other words ‘‘take under-the-table-money”
first, at the “lowest investment cost”, leading
to the year-long dispute in the 3G auction
and a less than satisfving result.
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Thisauction doesn't have anywinners,
onlylosers, and the biggest losers are the
customers who have been waiting for years
to be able to use “real 3G services"'.

But customers always seem to come last
for these telecommunications giants that
screwed up the biddingin the first place.

The NBTC hasannounced that customers
willhave to be patient for atleastanother
sixmonths before they can officially use
“real 3G” in Thailand, butIwouldn’tbe
too surprised that after sixmonths, if some-
thing goes wrong again, the customers will
be forced to wait another sixmonths, ora
year, until they can use real 3G.

The NBTCis aweakregulatorin that
sense —a paper tiger, as itwas labelled
during the 2012 Uefa European Football
Championship “‘blank screen fiasco” with
TrueVisions.

Telecommunications services haven't
been reliable for many years in Thailand,
because generations of governments haven't
reallv cared too much about providing the
infrastructure necessary to implement high-
speed broadband technology like 3G without
temporary disconnections.

Eventoday, randominternet discon-
nection, onand offand on and off, still
happens—itreallyis horrible.

After all these years, the poor telecom-
munications customers in Thailand have
paid for “below standard 3G” that only looked
like 3G on the company’s advertisements.

FRANCIS LIEM

A storm of sensationalism

Ever since Hurricane Katrina it has become
atradition among the “warmists” to use
every natural disasteras leverage to push
their agenda offear; and that trend continues
unabated even though all of their previous
analyses and predictions have been proven
false and eventually retracted.

Itis almost humorousto read the actual
evaluations by climate scientists that serve
as the basis for this kind of media sensa-
tionalism because they say in effect that of
courseitis not possible to link a single
weather event to climate change butlet’s
doitanyway.

CHA-AM JAMAL

Business time for climate

Re: “Message from Sandy is clear”, (Editorial,
Nov2).

The strong message emerging from
Superstorm Sandy cannot be absent during
the deliberations of the UN Climate Change
Conference to take place in Doha, Qatar,
fromNov26toDec7 thisyear.

This conference will further test the
capacity of multilateral diplomacy to
develop acceptable solutions for 194 par-
ticipating countries in a complex round of
negotiations on global warming and related

News ID: C-121103001052 (3 Nov 12/02:45)

issues.

Since the chaotic Copenhagen Climate
Change Summitin 2009, there has beena
regrettable lack of momentum for the adop-
tion of a comprehensive international legal
instrument to tackle climate change.

Is there cause for optimism after the
devastating Superstorm Sandy?

No miraculous achievements can be
anticipated from the Doha Conference.
However, realistically thinking, significant
progress might be made in approving some
practical decisions in order to implement
the action plan agreed during the previous
conference in Durban, South Africain 2011.

We could also see meaningful negoti-
ations continue towards a newinternational
framework for tackling climate change by
2015.

“Business as usual” in conducting multi-
lateral climate change negotiations can no
longer be areasonable option during our
era of global perplexities and vulnerabilities.

I0ANVOICU

The numbers don’tlie

Now that the figures for the situation in the
deep South are available for the month of
October, a clearer picture of the violence is
emerging.

The number of deaths recorded for Octo-
berwas 65 (35 Muslims and 30 Buddhists).
This represents amore than 50% increase
from the average monthly total of 42 over
the past couple of years.

Injuries wererecorded at 67 last month,
a decrease from the recent monthly average
of78.

Itwould seem then that the true change
inthe Southis notso much a surge in
actual violence, but rather an increased
ability by the insurgents to mount bigger
and more focused, and therefore more
deadlyoperations.

DOMDUNN
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