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Fah Won Mai TV flays NBTC

SAY BROADCAST REGULATORS SEEMED BIASED,

explained to them that this was the

QUESTION WHETHER THEIR PROGRAMMES
REALLY DO SOW POLITICAL DIVISION

THE SUNDAY NATION

MANAGEMENT of Fah Won Mai -
the pro-Democrat Party TV station -
has questioned the fairness of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission in
assessing whether the station violated
National Council for Peace and Order
orders and causing social and political
divisions.

Thakerng Somsab, the director of
Fah Won Mai (formerly known as Blue
Sky), issued a joint statement yester-
daywith oneofthestationsotherexec-
utives, Vittayen Muttamara, detailing
their concerns about a meeting they
had with the broadcast regulator on
Monday.

The two executives called for fair-
ness, saying the station had been
accused of causing public misunder-
standing and social division through
its programmes on three occasions,

thus violating NCPO orders 97/2014
and 103/2014.

They denied the charge.

The executives said that at the
meeting on Monday the NBTC repre-
sentatives were “harsh and angry’, as
if they were “biased”.

“Impolite words were used without
consideration to equal human digni-
ty,” they said.

They quoted a leading regulator at
the meeting, who was not identified,
as saying: “What crazy stuff are you
doing?” And: “You folks still don't get
it.”

The executives said they were not
given a full chance to explain them-
selves, adding that they were onlyable
to argue against one of the three inci-
dents of breaching NCPO orders.

They said that a regulator at the
meeting told them that even some-
thing truthful could not be broadcast
ifit caused political division and it was

News ID: C-150503003000 (3 May 15/07:52)
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policy of the NCPO.

They then cited NCPO leader and
Prime Minister General Prayut Chan-
o-cha as saying in an interview on
Tuesday that he had never forbidden
the mediafrom presentinganything as
long as it was factual.

“Fah Won Mai is thus concerned
that the regulators may have inaccu-
rately understood the word ‘reconcil-
iation’from what the PM and the head
of the NCPO understands,” the exec-
utives said.

They insisted however that staff at
thestation werewillingtoimproveand
adjust content that may be inappro-
priate - and warn programme hosts to
be more careful and less sarcastic.

“However, the station does not
think it has reached the point where
misunderstandings were caused tothe
public ... or that [it] deserves severe
punishment.”

The executives added that the sta-
tion had always been cooperative with
the NBTC.

Red-shirt station Peace TV had its
licence revoked by the NBTC for
allegedly sowing political divisionand
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was pulled off air on Thursday. Bosses
of the station have vowed to fight the
move — and get its information out via
other means.

Inarelated development, red-shirt
United Front of Democracy against
Dictatorship (UDD) chairman and
Peace TV co-host Jatuporn Promphan
said the station will lodge a petition at
the Administrative Court and submit
a letter of complaint to the United
Nations for being pulled off-air by the
NBTC.

The station will also petition the
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), the Office of the
Ombudsman and sue the NBTC,
which shutdown the station on
Thursday. Itaccused the NBTCoflibel
and of dishonestly carrying outits duty.

He said the station would continue
to disseminate its content, albeit
through social media platforms.
Facebook and YouTube will be used
while all the one hundred plus staff
will be kept on.

The red-shirt co-leader said he
would not abandon the staff, as they
are like soldiers who will never be
abandoned in the battlefield.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

This is your unearned holiday, but the
one that turns Coronation Day into a
five-day weekend. Say, “Thank you, Gen
Prayut” And yes, it is a bank holiday, too.
The week-long 30th King's Cup World
Sepak Takraw Championships begin
today. Teams from as far as the US,
Australia and Switzerland are coming

to compete in four events of the prestig-
ious tournament: Regu, Doubles, Hoop
and Team.

Jet Airways of India and Bangkok Airways
begin codeshare flights today. Flights will
carry the code and number of destination
country's airline. The obvious advantage
is that the two airlines will only use half
the number of planes.

It's the seventh anniversary of Cyclone
Nargis, which killed or swept away
63,000 Myanmar people and left a mil-
lion homeless.

TUESDAY

It's 65 years since the Coronation today.
If your elbows are sharp enough, it’s the
last day of the “Groundbreaking Sale” at
Siam Discovery. The complex is closing
for a four-billion-baht, one-year rebuild.
Thongchai Jaidee remained in the United
States after last week's WGC-Cadillac
Match Play tournament. He will play in
The Players Championship, kicking off
officially today with Military Appreciation
Day for all troops.

Microsoft ships its new Surface 3 tablet
with Windows 8.1 today, selling for a
base price of just over 16,000 baht, isn't
that interesting?

WEDNESDAY

Since you obviously can’t behave better,
no more five-day weekends for the rest
ofthe vear! If vou promise to be good, we

www.ignewsclip.com

will give you a four-day weekend for Con-
stitution Day, so only 218 days to wait.
Step 1: New fishing trawler regulations go
into effect today, after a lengthy intro-
duction and a trial run in Chumphon
province so no one can say “Gee, [ didn't
know!” Large trawlers have to report at
one of 297 designated fishing piers as
they leave and return to port.

Your National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission will hold a
public hearing today on its own sham-
bolic handing of digital TV licensing.
Chinese officials are back in Bangkok for
a three-day meeting on details of building
the dual-track rail lines, including one
from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai.

THURSDAY

Thank you for asking but ves, truth
obviously is stranger than fiction. For
example, you could not have made up
the true fact that there will be a tsunami
drill in Phuket today but tourists are not
to be told about it. The drills will be on
Koh Sireh, because the National Disaster
Warning Centre has noted there are few
people there. The last thing you want
during a tsunami drill is people interfer-
ing with it. Once the drill is under way,
assurances will be broadcast to tourist
areas that it is not an actual tsunami.
The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission and the guilty parties will make
closing arguments today at the impeach-
ment proceedings for the obviously fake
government-to-government rice deals
with China during Whatshername's time
as prime minister. Former commerce
minister Boonsong Teriyapirom is the
main person to be impeached by the
National Legislative Assembly once all
the formalities are out of the way.
Britain, which still allows elections, will
have one today. If the polls are right, it

News ID: C-150503001014 (3 May 15/06:30)
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will be so close that a coalition govern-
ment may be necessary. The Independent
newspaper headlined last week that
Stephen Hawking will vote for Labour.

FRIDAY

For noise and excitement, no one does

it better for a whole weekend than the
Yasothon Bun Bung Fai Rocket Festival,
which usually throws in a couple of real
scares as part of the event. Recent crowds
have hit 50,000 to watch rockets collide
with the heavens. It used to be a good
luck festival for the June rice-planting.
Shall we dance? Yes, if you mean at the
Vienna Ball Bangkok, sponsored by the
Austrian Embassy. The hi-so, high-class
affair will feature “high-profile debu-
tantes,’ the embassy promises, with ballet
and opera by “renowned” Austrians.
Dance music will be by the Bangkok
Symphony Orchestra, but an Austrian

will wield the baton. Gitcher tickets at the
embassy for just 6,000 baht per person.

SATURDAY

The Chicken People (CP) head a consor-
tium that will today submit their plan for
a 194k, high-speed railway from Bang-
kok to Rayong through Pattaya. The group
includes Citic Construction of Hong Kong
and HNA Group from Hainan.

Russian leader Vladimir Putin has invited
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
Moscow today for celebrations to mark
the glorious 70th anniversary of the
Russian victory over Germany. As of press
time, Mr Abe had not replied.

Everton and Sunderland kick off the
Premier League weekend at 6.45pm,
followed by Stoke vs Spurs at 9pm and

a Crystal Palace-Man United tilt at
11.30pm. Match of the week is tomorrow
night at 10pm — Chelsea vs Liverpoal.
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