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BEC refuses to accept
NBTC’s latest ruling

Channel 3 operator
fears legal backlash

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Bangkok Entertainment Co (BEC), the
concession holder that operates Chan-
nel 3, has again refused to comply with
the broadcasting regulator’s latest resolu-
tion requiring it to migrate its analogue
TV programming to the digital platform
via a simulcast.

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) made its
resolution yesterday in another effort to
tackle a slew of serious legal hurdles.

BEC repeated its demand that the regu-
lator help to find a way of resolving the
analogue channel’s legal quagmire before

migrating TV programmes to air digitally
via a simulcast, an NBTC source said.

The main reason BEC cited for not
simulcasting on the digital platform was
the fact that BEC, which operates Channel
3 under a concession from MCOT, and
BEC Multimedia, the operator of three
digital channels under a licence regime
from the NBTC, were different entities.

“If BEC Multimedia migrates all content
of Channel 3 to air digitally, it will violate
the condition that digital TV licence hold-
ers must produce at least 60% of content,”
the source said.

Pravit Maleenont, executive director of
BEC World, the parent firm of BEC, said:
“We need certainty for our business opera-
tions. We cannot trust the NBTC board’s
resolution, as it could be voided if the
board is replaced and a new one has dif-
ferent ideas. We don’t want to take a risk,
and we want to prevent our operations
from being disrupted.”
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BEC last Friday petitioned against the
regulator’s Sept 8 order that all satellite
and cable TV operators suspend analogue
channels within 15 days.

The NBTC ruled that Channel 3's ana-
logue offering should be switched off, as
the station’s free status had come to an
end. Initially, the blackout was expected
to happen this past Sunday.

The broadcasting committee yesterday
also agreed to allow BEC Multimedia to
submit a letter requesting simulcast privi-
leges in order to speed up the country’s
digital transition.

Commissioner Supinya Klangnarong
said BEC and BEC Multimedia could be
considered the same entity, as both com-
panies were under the umbrella of parent
firm BEC World.

But former Supreme Court presi-
dent Sawat Chotipanit has insisted that
BEC World subsidiaries are separate enti-
ties under commercial law.
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NBTC panel votes in
favour of Ch 3 simulcast

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE FIVE-MEMBER national broadcasting committee yesterday
voted 3:2 infavour ofterrestrial digital-TV operator BEC-Multimedia
being able to air full analog programming of Channel 3 on its digital
channel, and that it would still be regarded as operating such a digi-
tal channel on its own in these circumstances.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
panel also asked BEC-Multimedia to submit new programming for
its consideration when Channel 3 operator Bangkok Entertainment
Co (BEC) simulcasts content on the channel.

Broadcasting commissioner Supinya Klangnarong, who voted in
favour, said the committee would then consider whether BEC-
Multimedia’s new programming complied with the NBTC’s conditions
for granting a digital-TV broadcasting licence.

If'the company proposed buying all BEC’s analog programmes for
simuleasting on its channel, the committee would still consider that
BEC-Multimedia had full control over its channel, she said.

However, broadcasting committee chairman Natee Sukonrat, who
voted againstthe move, raised concern that if BEC-Multimedia's entire
content were 100 per cent produced by BEC, it could risk violating
Article 43 of 2010 Frequency Allocation Act, which states that the spec-
trum licence holder cannot transfer its spectrum ownership to other

arties.
i It might also risk breaching the NBTC rule, which obliges the
licence holder to produce at least 60 per cent of TV programming on
its own, he said.

Natee added that he had been told of these potential issues after
consulting with his legal adviser, Sawat Chotpanich, a former presi-
dent of the Supreme Court.

Supinya said the committee had focused on whether BEC-
Multimedia would have full control over its own channel, instead of
on whether the company and its sister business were the same entity.

The broadcasting committee has explored several options in try-
ing to convince BEC to simuleast its analog programmes on BEC-
Multimedia’s digital Channel 33.
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