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Headline: NBTC again bars obsolete set-top boxes

Clip: Full Color

NBTC again
bars obsolete
set-top boxes

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Imports of obsolete cable and satellite
set-top boxes will again be banned to
comply with the must-carry rule, warns
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

Some set-top boxes cannot decode the
digital signal needed for pool programming
under the must-carry rule, which took
effect last week.

“Thebanis intended to prevent future
blackouts,” said Col Natee Sukonrat, the
NBTC'’s broadcasting chairman.

He admitted about 800,000 boxes or
5-10% of the households with cable in
the country are blacked out from the
Olympics.

The must-carry rule covers all public
TV service providers including terrestrial
TV operators, to ensure each household
in Thailand is able to view all scheduled
programming.
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All TV network signal carriers including
satellite transponder service providers must
relay scheduled programming continu-
ously.

In addition, all subscription TV service
providers such as those on cable TV, will
be required to rebroadcast public TV pro-
grammes and may neither block nor
change any of their content or schedule.

Col Natee said the ban was imple-
mented five years ago, but many obsolete
set-top boxes persist. Set-top boxes with
no decoding equipment and no data
updates are considered obsolete.

Cable-TV operators, particularly PSI,
were asked by the NBTC to support cus-
tomers.

PSI is on the verge of encouraging its
customers to replace the obsolete boxes
with a new one costing 499 baht.

Some 9 million households view TV
via satellite dishes, while 10 million house-
holds use a conventional antenna.

In another development, the broad-
casting committee approved several key
drafts yesterday paving the way for digital
TV broadcasts.

The drafts included a master plan for
digital TV, a digital technology standard,
regulation for set-top boxes and a man-
agement plan for spectra of 400-700
megahertz.

These drafts are open for public opinion
until this Thursday, when they will be
submitted to the NBTC board for approval.
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RADIO/TV BROADCASTING

ITU TEAM HIRED TO

VALUE SPECTRUMS

Licensing plans on track: NBTC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

he National Broadcasting
Tand Telecommunications
; Commission (NBTC)'s

broadcasting committee has hired
a team from the International
Telecom Union (ITU) to value the
radio and TV broadcasting spec-
trum bands before the regulator
awards broadcasting licences.

NBTC vice chairman Natee
Sukonrat said yesterday that the
committee had also appointed a
subcommittee to separately work
on the same task. It has also hired
teams from Thammasat University
and Sukothai Thammatirat
University to jointly work out
-appropriate content ratios, such as
of educational and sport content,
for the digital TV licences it plans
to award.

All of these tasks have to be fin-
ished within this year, Natee said.

The NBTC’s plans to award both
public and commercial terrestrial
digital TVlicences are on track. The
broadcasting committee is expect-
ed to have the drafts of three class-
es of digital TV licences published
in the Royal Gazette in September,
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afterwhich interested firms will be
able to apply for cable and satellite
TV business licences. The watch-
dog plans to start granting com-
mercial terrestrial digital TV
licences early next year,

The three licence classes are for

broadcasting facility providers,

broadcastingservice providers and
broadcasting network providers.

All three licences can be used to

provide services ranging from
digital TV to cable and satellite
TV.

He added that the value of the
broadcasting spectrum bands
should notbe high when compared
to the telecom spectrum bands,
given that the watchdog would take
social and cultural factorsintocon-
sideration when tallying the spec-

' trum value.

The broadcasting committee is
also drafting four regulations for its
granting of terrestrial digital TV
licences. They covertechnical stan-
dards for digital TV broadcasting
systems, set-top-box regulations,
the use of the Ultra High Frequency
(400~700MHz) spectrum range to
provide digital TV service, and a
plan to switch the country’s ana-
logue TV system to digital.
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