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Cut-off arrives today for
prepaid mobile stragglers

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Nearly 20 million prepaid mobile phone
numbers can expect to be cut off after
today’s deadline imposed by the national
telecom regulator.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
expects 65 million prepaid mobile users
to register their personal information under
the regulator’s circular, effective tomorrow.

The 20 million unregistered numbers
are believed to be inactive users, said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

The regulation governing the registration
of prepald SIM cards is to prevent criminals
that use unregistered SIM cards from easily
exploiting the numbers for illicit activity. It
also seels to redress the rampant growth
of prepaid subscribers, many of whom are
virtual, causing a waste of phone number
resources and misuse of prepaid SIM cards.

The cabinet approved the regulation
earlier this year as part of the national

News ID: C-150731001064 (31 Jul 15/05:18)
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security agenda. From today, those fail-
ing to register subscriber information will
no longer be able to use outbound mobile
calling and data services. They can receive
incoming calls and SMS messages for one
more month.

“We believe an additional 5 million
prepaid users will register their numbers
during August after they experience the
cut-off,” said Mr Takorn.

He acknowledged that the NBTC could
not bring all existing prepaid numbers into
its registration system, as 20 million num-
bers are believed to be inactive.

Thailand has 105 million mobile sub-
scribers, with 90 million being prepaid.

The NBTC recently spent 40 million
baht to promote its prepaid registration
campaign, offering 50,000 service points
to assist users.

From Feb 1 next year, mobile opera-
tors will be fined 80,000 baht a day if they
activate new prepaid SIM cards without
registering them.
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Headline: TOT braces for life without 900MHz spectrum

TOT braces for life without 900MHz spectrum

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT’sboard on Wednesday direct-
ed its management to draw up a
business plan focusing on how the
state enterprise could survive the
possible loss of its 900OMHz spec-
trum and how to maximise its net-
work assets, board spokesman
Djitt Laowattana said.

TOT’s 900MHz concession

expires in September and will be
put up for auction in November by
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), but TOT’s labour union
plans to take legal action against
the NBTC for reclaiming its
900MHz frequency.

TOT has informed the NBTC
of its desire to keep part of the
frequency to continue offering
a cellular service after the

News ID: C-150731003004 (31 Jul 15/06:11)
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concession ends. TOT has 13,750
telecommunication towers from
the 900MHz concession it grant-
ed to AIS, but both are disputing
theownership of these towers. AIS
counts 42 million mobile sub-
scribers, with 40 million on its
2.1GHz network under an NBTC
licence and the rest on the
900MHz network.

TOT aims to finalise the deals
next month.
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