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NEWS FEED

TV RATING SYSTEM
FUNDING DECISION PUT OFF

The broadcasting regulator’s
funds committee has postponed its
decision onwhether to grant Bt370
million to create a new TV ratings
system after Channel 7 and Nielsen
(Thailand) opposed the idea.

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said yesterday that the panel want-
ed to make the right decision, soiit
agreed to take the mattertoalegal
advisory committee.

On Wednesday, Bangkok
Broadcasting and Television — the
operator of Channel 7 — submitted a
written protest against the proposal.

Nielsen lodged its complaint on
Manday, calling for fair treatment
fromthe NBTC if it decided to sup-
port the Media Research Bureau as
Nielsen’srival.

News ID: C-150904003003 (4 Sep 15/06:12)
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Only 25 MHz up for

ducC

POST REPORTERS

The fourth-generation (4G ) auctions of the
1800-megahertz spectrum in November
are likely to put up only 25 MHz of band-
width for bidding instead of 30 MHz due
toregulatory restrictions, says the national
telecom regulator.

“The planned auctions of 30 MHz of
bandwidth on the spectrum will have to be
scrapped,” said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

“We will have to auction only two
licences of 25 MHz of bandwidth, with each
licence 0f12.5 MHz, instead of two licences
of 15 MHz each;” he said.

Mr Takorn said before taking an addi-
tional 5 MHz of spectrum from Total Access
Communication Plc (DTAC) for Novem-
ber's auctions, DTAC's mobile concession
with its concession owner CAT Telecom
must be amended beforehand.

Amendments to the concession agree-
ment will take a few months to complete
before they are submitted to the cabinet
for approval.

“The whole process will not meet the
auction schedule,” Mr Takorn said.

The concession amendment is neces-
sary in order to comply with the Public-
Private Joint Venture Act.

Mr Takorn sald even though the pro-
cess of returning the unused 5 MHz onthe
1800-MHz spectrum to the NBTC to add
spectrum bandwidth for auction was not
as planned, it will not affect the initial auc-
tion schedule.

“We are determined to stick to the
November schedule, with 25 MHz,” he said.

The NBTC plans toauction two licences
of the 1800-MHz spectrum on Nov 11.

The draft auction designs of the 1800-
MHz spectrum have been announced in
the Royal Gazette.

The auction designs have clearly identi-
fied that the regulator would auction either
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25 MHz or 30 MHz of bandwidth, depend-
ing on whether the return of the unused
portion can be done on time.

The reserve price ofthe 1800-MHz band
will start at 13.2 billion baht per 12.5-MHz
licence, but the reserve price will be 15.9
billion per 15-MHz licence.

The reserve price represents 80% of the
estimated real spectrum value.

Mr Takorn also said the latest cabi-
net reshuffle including MR Pridiyathorn
Devakula, who previously was deputy
prime minister for economic affairs, could
be a major factor in the delay of the return
of the 5-MHz portion.

Col Sanpachai Huvanandana, acting
president of CAT Telecom, admitted he
learned onlylast week that the return ofthe 5
MHzwould need concession amendments.

Previously, CAT and then-ICT minister
Pornchai Rujiprapa believed the spectrum
return did not require amendments to
the concession.

The 5-MHz portion is part of the unused
25-MHz spectrum that falls under the 2G
concession operated by DTAC.

DTACholds 50 MHz of bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrum under a concession
agreement with CAT, due to expire in 2018.

The company now uses 25 MHez.

CAT and DTAC have jointly agreed to
return to the NBTC a portion of 5 MHz of
bandwidth from the unused 25 MHz on the
1800-MHz spectrum.

The return of 5 MHz is intended to ben-
efit the telecommunications industry, as
it would increase the bandwidth of each
licence from 12.5 MHz to 15 MHz.

This could eliminate an immense waste
of spectrum from a block size of 2.5 MHz
per licence.

The ad hoc national digital economy
committee, chaired by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha, has already approved
the auction of the 30-MHz bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum if the return can
be done on time.
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NBTC Expo Thailand 2015 (NET 2015), organised by the
Office of The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) during 6-9 August 2015 at Queen Sirikit
National Convention Center (QSNCC), was tremendously
successful in promoting public awareness and disseminating
knowledge on digital economy topics through displays of the
latest innovations and pertinent seminars. Over 20,000 partici-
pants joined the event.

“NBTC's special event aimed to show the potential of com-
munications technology and its vital role in creating opportuni-
ties and driving national economic and social growth,” Air Chief
Marshal Thares Punsri. Chairman of National Broadcasting &
Telecommunications Commission, was quoted as saying.

The opening ceremony of the NET 2015 was honoured by His
Excellency MR Pridiyathorn Devakula, former Deputy Prime
Minister of Thailand, who presented the keynote speech on the
topic of “Digital Economy and National Development”. The
former deputy prime minister explained that: “With the govern-
ment deliberating new frequency allocations, the private sector
should show strong cooperation by returning its unused
frequencies which are national treasure. It is much better to have
NBTC oversee the frequencies and use them to ensure further
development of national communication stability. To this end,
the government set up a committee, chaired by the prime minis-
ter, to prepare for economic and social digital events to be
organised.”

The four-day event featured seminars addressing telecom-
munications, radio and television broadcasting topics, including
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“Digital Technology — Global QOutreach”, “Traditional TV vs.
Alternative Screen : Challenges and Opportunities”, “Telecom-
munication Enables Digital Disruption with a New Wave of Chal-
lenges for Industry” and “Delivering Technologies and Business
Models for Mobile Television Services”. The seminars drew rapt
attention from droves of Thai entrepreneurs. Their purposes of
promoting digital knowledge among Thai entrepreneurs and
urging them to apply such knowledge in their businesses so
Thailand could achieve complete digital self-relliance.

Besides spreading insights into radio and television broad-
casting and telecommunication sectors, consumer protection is
another of NBTC’s top priorities. Moreover, as a government
sector, its core mission is to support and safeguard people’s
interests.

NBTC Secretary-General, Mr. Takorn Tantasith, explained
that : “To support our moves into the digital economy era and
safeguard public interests, NBTC focuses on three key areas :
1) allowing people to access communications widely;
2) controlling service rates and 3) ensuring user safety of
telecommunications, radio and television broadcasting services.”

Speaking to Thailand’s transformation from analog to digital
systems, Col. Dr. Natee Sukonrat, Chairman of the National
Broadcasting Commission, said : “From now thru 2018, we will
see Thai television stations steadily internationalize in terms of
technology and programming. This will give entrepreneurs more
scope to create must-see content tailored to audience prefer-
ences.”

NET 2015 constituted a great debut for Thailand’s largest
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exhibition of communication technology innovations. The event
certainly brought together a broad spectrum of leading Thai
communications technology specialists, including AlS, True,
Dtac, 3BB, TOT, Ericsson, Huawei, Channel 3 (Thailand),
Channel 7 (Thailand), ThaiPBS, and Mono29, to mention a few,
occupying over 20 booths.

Among the booths that attracted the most interest from
participants was “Smart Home” which simulated how life might
be lived in the future. Taking “Internet of things” as its theme,
the presentation featured electrical appliances that can commu-
nicate with each other and controlled by mobile devices linked
through internet networks. For example, a mobile phone can be
used to control and switch electrical appliances on and off in the
home, including air conditioners. Or it can take stock of the
contents of the refrigerator to see which items are ready for
cooking and can be combined to create a delicious meal. These
are the kinds of technologies that will be some possible in Thai-
land — just as soon as high-speed 4G broadband is rolled out
nationwide.

Meanwhile, crowds of entrepreneurs thronged a special
set-top-box display offering units at remarkable prices and
winning highly positive feedback in the process.

Last but not least, NBTC remains committed to staging
fully-integrated, unified communications and technology exhibi-
tions that provide privileged opportunities for people to access
the key information thoroughly and fairly going forwards.
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