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Superboard to recommend NBTC keep full power

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE COMMITTEE inspecting and evaluating performance at the
national broadcasting and telecom regulator will submit a rec-
ommendation to the National Legislative Assembly next week
that the watchdog should be able to retain full authonty for fre-
guency allocation.

In addition, the committee set up in 2013 to inspect the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
should be given more power to scrutinise the NBTC's perform-
ance, said General Boonyavat Kruahongs, chairman of the
inspection.and evaluation committee known as the “super-
board”.

The Cabinet recently approved a host of draft “digital econo-
my" bills, including the NBTC Bill, which revises the watchdog’s
powers.

Under the bill, the planned National Digital Economy
Committee, to be chaired by the prime minister, will determine
which frequencies are for security, public or commercial use.

Only those for commercial use will be managed by the NBTC,
whereas current laws allow the agency to allocate all frequen-
cies.

Boonyavat said power in spectrum allocation should not be
transferred to the government, but should be kept at the inde-
pendent body.

Pana Thongmee-akom, chairman of the state subcommittee
for reforming the broadcasting and telecom industries, recently
said the regulator should be able to retain its independence and
authority to allocate frequencies.

The Pana panel is part of the mass-communications com-
mittee of the junta-appointed National Reform Council.

Boonyavat added, however, that the NBTC's budget should
be approved by the government or Parliament as part of the
move to tighten the body’s spending. Currently, the watchdog
can set its own budget.

Another member of the inspection committee, Prasert
Apipunya, said the panel — established in April 2013 — had found
it difficult to inspect and evaluate the NBTC's performance as
the watchdog's office had not supported its request for docu-
mentation, or a budget to perform its work.

The current frequency allocation law obliges the NBTC
office to provide financial support for the committee’s work. The
office provided Bt39 million to the committee in 2013 and Bt55
million in 2014, while Bt67 million has been approved for this
year.

However, the committee requires NBTC approval every time it
spends the budget on any project or task.

Prasert said there were currently three NBTC projects worth
Bt413 million combined that should be investigated, because of
alleged irregularities in the procurement process.

The committee will ask the Monitoring and Auditing
Committee on Fiscal Expenditures to inspect the projects.

The projects in question are the procurement of
equipment to conduct quality-of-service checks on
mobile-phone service, worth Bt400 million; the Bt11-million
procurement of a mobile laboratory; and the procurement of
equipment worth Bt3 million for the NBTC-run 1 Por Nor radio
station.

The inspection committee yesterday also voiced concern that
the NBTC secretary-general's office had issued several key orders
without the NBTC board’s approval, including the order to all
mobile-phone operators to charge customers on a per-second
basis.
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Headline: Digital economy issues threaten to delay 4G auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The fourth-generation (4G) spectrum auc-
tions may not take place this year after all
if digital economy laws are not enacted
by April, warns a digital economy worle
ing group.

Even worse, the initiative for a digi-
tal economy does not seem to be taking
shape now that the Council of State wants
the soon-to-be-established national digi-
tal economy committee to be chaired
by a deputy prime minister and not the
prime minister.

“There’s no guarantee that 4G will even

be rescheduled in the absence of the digi-
tal economy laws,” a committee member
said yesterday.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
earlier announced it intended to auc-
tion the 42.5-megahertz spectrum by this
August since the mobile concession for the
900-MHz spectrum held by Advanced Info
Service Plc expires on Sept 30.

The regulator’s intention is in line
with the junta’s order last July 17 that the
planned 4G auctions be postponed for a
year, meaning the NBTC could start the
auction process as soon as this July.

GOING DOWN IN FLAMES?

Wrangling over rules threatens to delay
indefinitely the 4G auctions and even imple-
mentation of the digital economy. B3

The source also said concerns were
mounting as to whether the government
can even get the digital economy initia-
tive off the ground, as the drafting of the
national digital economy committee bill
is in the process of being overhauled, and
this will take time.

The Council of State is on the verge of
amending a slew of core internal legislative
structures of the digital economy commit-
tee draft bill after the bill was criticised by
academics and public.

“Such requirement changes can delay
development of the digital economy,’ the
source said.

The most important change is that
the Council of State, led by Meechai
Ruchuphan, prefers a deputy minister
chair the national digital economy com-
mittee instead of Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

It wants to reduce the number of com-
mittee members to only 12.

The Council of State said the changes
were necessary to make the committee
more effective and practical.

Initially, the digital economy working
group proposed the committee comprise
32 members from ICT-related agencies and
be chaired by Gen Prayut.

Digital economy issues threaten to delay 4G auctions

The Cabinet recently approved 10 of
the digital economy draft bills including
the most crucial national digital economy
committee bill.

The source said the committee bill
would be the most crucial element for
implementing digital economy policy,
particularly during the transition period
for restructuring and renaming the ICT
Ministry as the Digital for Economy and
Society Ministry.

The bill is also needed to determine the
purposes of frequencies — whether they
will be used for public, commercial or
national security purposes.
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NBTC autonomy urged

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission must retain its
independence and authority to allocate all
frequency ranges and comply with con-
stitutional laws, says the chairman of the
NBTC superboard.

“Its independence must remain unaf-
fected to prevent third-party interven-
tion, particularly from politicians, in the
frequency allocation process,” said Gen
Boonyavat Kruahongs, the NBTC super-
board chairman.

“We plan to submit our proposal to the
National Legislative Assembly this weelk
for consideration.”

The role of the five-member superboard
isto evaluate the annual performance ofthe
11-member NBTC and reportto the Senate.

The cabinet recently approved a series
of digital economy draft bills including
the NBTC bill, which removes the NBTC's
authority to allocate frequencies. The revi-
sion is aimed at improving transparency
and public accountability.

News ID: C-150204001084 (4 Feb 15/06:04)
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Anew national digital economy commit-
tee has been designated to determine the
purpose for each frequency — be it public,
commercial or national security — instead
of the NBTC. The NBTC is only authorised
to handle those frequencies used for com-
mercial purposes under the new bill.

Gen Boonyavat said the superboard
would submit another proposal suggest-
ing amendments to the Frequency Alloca-
tion Actto raise the evaluation standard for
NBTC performance and keep in line with
rapid technological changes.

The NBTC’s annual operating budget
and superboard spending should also
be changed, passing to parliament for
approval instead of allowing the NBTC
members to set their own budget for
approval by the NBTC board and endorse
superboard spending.

“It is impractical if a superboard,
regarded as an auditor, has to get approval
from the people being evaluated,” he said.

He said NBTC members have not
accepted the superboard’s authority and
are uncooperative.
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Shorter TV ad plans seen with fluctuating ratings

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

TV channels are facing a high fluctuation
in ratings and viewership, which will lead
advertisers to run shorter ad schedules
this year.

Asurvey on digital TV viewing behaviour
by IPG Mediabrands last month found that
95% of people in Thailand were aware of
digital TV, up from 91% last year. Digital
TV’s penetration rate rose to 88%, up from
79% last year.

However, the main viewing platform for
audiences to watch digital TV channels is
via satellite TV set-top boxes, while digital
TV set-top boxes have replaced terrestrial
antenna by 22%, up from 6% last year.

Kanokkam Prajongsangsri, managing
director for investment and knowledge at
IPG, said viewers would remember only
certain channels, those with their favour-
ite content.

The five most recognised channels are
Workpoint TV, Channel 7, Thairath TV, One

HD TVand Channel 3 and this means that
some new digital TV channels can beat free
TV channels in the analogue system like
Channel 3 and Channel 7.

Ms Kanolkkarn said viewers’ behaviour
had also changed significantly and the fan
base of analogue channels had dropped
from 52% last year to 38% at present, while
digital TV fans doubled from 8% last year
to the current 16%. About 44% of viewers
watch content on both analogue and digital
TV channels.

“Variety of content is the most distinctive
factor for the success of digital TV chan-
nels,” she said.

With the popularity of certain digital TV
channels, major advertisers such as Unile-
ver, Belersdorfand Toyota are set to allocate
bigger budgets for digital TV and some plan
to spend up to 25% of their budgets.

Payao Thammateerasuntorn, TV invest-
ment manager of marketing and commu-
nications company Mindshare Thailand,
said the media industry is very dynamic

and TV viewership and ratings have been
fluctuating since the advent of digital TV
in April last year.

“This has lead many advertisers to plan
shorter advertising spending, such as one
month to avoid changes in the ratings,”
she said.

TV ratings agency Nielsen Thailand
noted that Channel 7 is still the most viewed
channel but its average rating had suffered
a big drop, particularly during the prime
time from 3.184 points in December to
2.765 points last month. Its highest rating
last month was 12.4 points.

Channel 3 also saw its January viewer-
ship decline by 19% from the month before.

MsKanokkarn said about 30% of viewers
had not adopted digital TV set-top boxes.
She said the reason given by such viewers
is that they did not see any need to change
their satellite TV set-top boxes as they can
still watch digital TV together with a lot
of satellite and cable channels from their
existing boxes.

TV RATINGS FOR TOP 10 CHANNELS

Average ratin
Channel 3 <!

Jan2015 : Dec2014

%change

Clip: Full Color

Channel 7 2.765 3.184 -7.67

Channel 3 1.968 2.069 -19.92

Workpoint TV 0.564 0.399 41.35

Channel 9 0.304 0.355 -41.18

Channel 8 03 0.26 15.38

Mono 0.249 0.237 5.06

Channel 5 0.167 0.249 -59.52

Thai PBS 0.141 0.165

One Channel 0.136 0.098

Thairath TV 0.096 0.074
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MONARCHY

Hunt on for
King’s health
report forgers

POST REPORTERS

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
ordered that people who forged a Royal
Household Bureau statement about the
King's health be hunted down.

The statement, claiming to be the
bureau's 13th statement, was disseminated
online including on the website of ASTV
Manager on Monday night. However, it was
later found to be a fake statement, believed
to have been made abroad, and ASTV Man-
ager executives urged the government to
launch an investigation.

Gen Prayut yesterday condemned the
forgers, branding them “ill-minded” and
daring to behave in ways highly unaccep-
table to Thais.

This distorted information can cause
confusion, so “T urge the whole of society
not to easily believe baseless news,” he said.

The prime minister has told authorities
to seek the masterminds and accomplices
behind the production and distribution of
the fake statement. However, he admitted
the operation would take time as the inci-
dent happened on the internet.

Police are taking the issue seriously
after the Royal Household Bureau asked
national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Pum-
punmuang to take “immediate action’; said
national police spokesman Pol Lt Gen
Prawut Thawornsiri.

Investigators have examined the state-
ment, but their findings cannot be revealed,
said Pol Lt Gen Prawut, who also holds the
position of assistant police chief.

Police suspect the statement might
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have been sent from abroad, Pol Lt Gen
Prawut added.

The officers have not yet found a link
between the incident and a group calling
itself Banphot, consisting of website devel-
opers who allegedly disseminate content
insulting the monarchy. Police recently
arrested six of its members.

Meanwhile, executives of ASTV Manager
yesterday decided to fire Niran Yaowapha,
who oversees its website, following the
appearance of the untrue statement on its
online newsfeed.

He has to be held responsible for the
mistake, according to the executives, who
also planned to further punish him by with-
holding his salary.

Mr Niran yesterday complained to
Chana Songkhram police that somebody
distributed the statement which was later
posted on ASTV Manager’s website.

However, after checking the statement’s
authenticity, the news agency found the
information was distorted, immediately
removed it from the site and posted an
apology, he said.

Deputy government spokesman Maj
Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd said the gov-
ernment understands media workers need
to race against time to offer the freshest
news, but they must be also be aware of
the accuracy of information.

The incident also alerted the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission, which yesterday told mobile
phone signal service providers to prevent
distributing false information claimed to
be from the Royal Household Bureau, said
NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasit.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Prawit Wongsuwon said he won-
dered why somebody dared forge the Royal
Household Bureau’s statement about the
King's health.

Gen Prawit said he wanted police to
arrest the culprits and bring them to justice
as soon as possible.
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SOCIALSCENE

Ple, and Korkit Danchaivichit, deputy secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, recently announced a
scheme to provide TTRS kiosk services to people with hearing disabilities at

Big C Rajdamri. Big C will be the first and only retailer in Thailand offering such
a service and plans to set up the kiosk in 27 Big C stores nationwide this year.
From left, Nisarat Kayasith; Warunee Kitjaroenpoonsin; Mr Amnaj; Prof Dr Viriva
Namsiripongpan, president of Universal Foundation for Persons with Disabilities;
Mr Korkit; Wassana Theeratham; and Wares Borvonsin.
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