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Broadband rolled
out in 99 villages

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Th Digital Economy and Society (DE) Ministry yesterday
e rolled out the first phase of the national broadband
network across 99 villages in 14 provinces, with the introduction
of commercial, atfordable high-speed internet service planned by
year-end.

In each village, a WiFi hotspot will enable internet access free
of charge.

The ministry will not provide broadband service directly
to the public, but rather acts as a wholesaler to service

providers both public and private, said DE Minister Pichet
Durongkaveroj.

The government plans to install the broadband network in
24,700 villages to enhance the country’s digital infrastructure,
narrow the digital divide, reduce internet access costs and pro-
mote e-government and e-commerce initiatives.

Installation of the 15-billion-baht national broadband network
across 24,700 villages is expected to conclude by year-end, Mr
Pichet said.

“We aim to install the national broadband network across
40,432 villages,” he said.

TOT expects to handle the installation in 24,700 villages. The
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will handle the remaining 15,732 villages.

The regulator will use the universal service obligation fund for
the investment.

TOT president Monchai Noosong said the state enterprise last
week began selling bidding documents to suppliers of fibre-optic
network equipment, drawing 18 prospective bidders.

All 18 companies will have to attend the bidders’ conference
with TOT executives on Feb 7 to allow TOT to clarify details
regarding the auction, which is scheduled to take place on Feb 10.

The list of bid winners is expected to be announced by March,
and they have to start supplying TOT their broadband equipment
in April.

Broadband equipment includes fibre-optic networks, WiFi
hotspot equipment and distribution panel boards, a component
the electricity supply system that divides electrical power into
subsidiary circuits while providing individual circuit breakers.

“We expect to secure a few bid winners to supply equipment at
attractive prices,” Mr Monchai said.

He said TOT aims to complete the construction of the national
broadband network for at least 5,000 villages by June, and accom-
plish the entire network installation by year-end.

Mr Pichetsaid the national broadband projectis part of the
government’s effort to provide affordable high-speed internet
access to low-income rural households, in compliance with the
nation’s digital infrastructure development roadmap.
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TOT to offer terms of reference for partnership bids next week

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT will make available the
terms of reference (TOR) next
week for a partnership to provide
wireless broadband service on its
bandwidth on the 2.3-gigahertz
spectrum.

The state agency has already
held an informal meeting with
five companies - Advanced Info
Service (AIS), Total Access
Communication (DTAC), True

Corp, Mobile LTE and Tantawan
Telecommunication - to sound
them out on its plan to seek a
partner to develop the service.
TOT holds 60 megahertz of
the 2.3GHz spectrum for a term
that will end in eight years.
Those interested in being its
partner will have to buy the TOR
documents for Bt200,000. Once
they submit the documents to
make a partnership bid, they will
hand over a bank guarantee
worth about Bt200 million. TOT

is expected to select a partner in
the middle of this year.

TOT has been awaiting
approval from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission’s telecom committee
on its revised business plan to
offer fourth-generation services
on this spectrum.

TOT will adopt a business
model similar to that of the True
Corp-CAT Telecom partnership,
which offers a wireless broad-

band service on the 850MHz
spectrum.

True’s wholly owned sub-
sidiary BFKT (Thailand) has
installed an 850M Hz network for
CAT to wholesale bandwidth
mainly to True for the provision
of the wireless broadband service.

TOT is expected to ask tele-
com companies to propose
investments that would enable
the 2.3GHz network to cover 80
per cent of the population within
five years. It is also expected to

News ID: C-170204003078 (4 Feb 17/07:18)
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ask the selected partner to com-
mit to leasing 60 per cent of the
network’s capacity. TOT will use
the remaining capacity to provide
its own cellular service and allo-
cate spare capacity to mobile vir-
tual network operators
(MVNOs).

TOT hopes to gain Bt3.9 bil-
lion in net revenue a year from
the 2.3GHz business, on par with
that received from its partnership
with AIS in offering the service
on TOT’s 2.1GHz spectrum.
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