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Headline: NBTC sets early mobile auction

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC sets early mobile auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

The telecom regulator has scheduled the
auction of the 1800-megahertz mobile
spectrum used by Total Access Commu-
nication (DTAC) for July 2018, two months
before the expiry of the concession.

“The auctions are expected to generate
at least 135 billion baht in revenue for the
state,” said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The concession of the second-largest
mobile operator to provide 2G mobile
service on 45MHz of bandwidth on the
1800MHz band will expire in Septem-
ber 2018.

“An early auction should take place in
order to ensure a smooth transition from
concessions to anew licensing regime and
maintain service continuity for customers,”
Mr Takorn said.

In addition, the auction will eliminate
conflicts between operators and the regula-
tor over revenue sharing and the period for
overseeing remaining customers after the
expiry of concessions.

Mr Takorn said the reserve price for the
1800MHz auction would start at 3 billion
baht per MHz, or 45 billion baht for 15MHz
of bandwidth, and generate atleast 135 bil-
lion baht in total.

He said the reserve price of the 2018 auc-
tion is based on the winning price of the
previous 1800MHz licence auctions in 2015
in order to ensure fair competition. The rate
is also based on the annual inflation rate.

“The wining prices of the 2018 auction
must not be lower than lastyear’s auctions,”
Mr Takorn said.

Last year, the NBTC auctioned off two
licences for the 1800MHz spectrum, each
containing 15MHz of bandwidth.

True Move H Universal Communica-
tion, a subsidiary of third-ranked True

Move, won the first licence for 39.8 million
baht, while Advanced Wireless Network, a
subsidiary of mobile leader AIS, won the
second licence for 40.9 billion baht.

DTAC chief executive Lars Norling called
ita good sign that the NBTC plans an early
auction by July 2018.

But he said it would only provide a lead
time of three months, which is not enough
for network installation. In fact, mobile
operators require about six months to put
a network in place.

Inother countries, the law stipulates that
aspectrum auction must be held atleast1-2
years before a licence expires.

A telecom industry source said DTAC
is the most focused on the 1800MHz auc-
tion in 2018.

“If DTAC fails to win a 1800MHz licence
again in 2018, the company will have only
15MHz of bandwidth on the 2100MHz
spectrum to service its existing 25 million
subscribers,” the source said.
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NBTC to hire Kantar for TV insight

Move aims to diversify
ratings information

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) yester-
day announced a plan to use information
from London-based Kantar Media in a bid
to improve accuracy of ratings and help
develop the digital TV industry.

Kantar Media was appointed by the
Media Research Development Association
Thailand (MRDA) to implement a multi-
ple TV ratings measurement, which will
gather data from TVs, computers, mobiles
and tablets.

Currently, the broadcasting regulator
uses TV ratings information from Nielsen
Thailand, the country’s dominant TV rat-
ings agency.

NBTC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Pakdee Manaves said yesterday that
the broadcasting committee agreed with
the NBTC board’s proposal to use TV rat-
ings information from a second source.

The plan has been approved by the
committee, but the terms of reference for
appointing the MRDA and Kantar Media
have not been finalised.

Mr Pakdee said the NBTC currently pays
Nielsen Thailand 8.3 million baht a year
for TV ratings information and expects to
pay the same amount to the MRDA as well.

The multiple TV ratings service from the
MRDA and Kantar Media is expected to
begin next year.

Mr Pakdee said using TV ratings infor-
mation from Kantar Media will provide
the NBTC with more accurate and reli-
able information, while complementing
data from Nielsen Thailand. It will provide
clearer insight into the TV industry, as
people these days watch TV programmes
from various screens, not only TVs.

“I believe this will provide the NBTC
more choices for TV ratings information,
and help us understand digital TV opera-
tors clearly,” he said.

Kantar Media has been working on an
establishment survey with a sample size of
30,000 households, and it will select 3,000
target households nationwide to install rat-
ings measurement panels.

Prior to this, 21 media agencies and 14
digital and cable TV channel operators have
confirmed with the MRDA that they will use
Kantar Media's ratings information.

Digital TV channels that have already
confirmed participation are Channel 3,
MCOT HD, Thai PBS, Channel 5, TNN24,
New TV, Bright TV, Voice TV, Nation TV,
Now, Workpoint TV, GMM, One, Mono,
Thairath TV, Amarin TV, PPTV and
Spring News.

Nielsen Co Thailand has dominated TV
ratings in Thailand for 30 years, and many
media and advertising executives want a
new agency to balance Nielsen's role.

The NBTC is set to use TV ratings information from London-based Kantar Media next
year to complement Nielsen’s data. PANUMAS SANGUANWONG
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Digital TV stations to get
tax break under new plan

COSTS OF SATELLITE TRANSMISSION DEDUCTIBLE

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

BROADCASTERS will be able to deduct
their expenses fully for digital-terrestrial
TV transmission under the “must carry”
rule, while the progressive tariff for con-
tributions to the broadcasting fund is
expected to start next year.

“We hope that this new scheme will
encourage providers of satellite TV plat-
formstocarrybothstandard and high-def-
inition digital channels for their cus-
tomers,” Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting Committee, said yesterday.

Underthisreliefmeasure forstruggling

TV broadcasters, all
terrestrial-based
digital-TV operators
would have the
opportunity to get a
fulldeduction forthe
cost of transmitting
their programmes
through satellite net-
works, which is gov-
erned by the “must
carry” rule.

This rule aims to
ensure that satellite-TV subscribers can
access all digital free-TV channels.

In the meantime, operators of satel-
lite-TV networks carrying digital TV
programmes will also be eligible for the

NATEE
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tax break. The broadcasting committee
also approved the new rates for the
annual fee collected for the
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for
Public Interest.

Pakdee Manaves, deputy secretary-
general of the NBTC, said the new rates
aimed to help broadcasters survive the
economic downturn, but would not be
retroactive.

Nodigital-TVbroadecaster has paid this
fee, which is currently a fixed rate of 2 per
cent of gross revenue.

The new rates will step up from 0.50
per cent of revenue up to Bt5 million, to
0.75 per cent of Bt5 million to Bt50 mil-
lion, 1 per cent of Bt50 million to Bt500
million, 1.35 per cent of Bt500 million to
Bt1billion and 2 per cent of Bt1billion and
over.
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