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Column: LOSERS: Fingerprinting

LOSERS

Fingerprinting

The head of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission,
without experience in computer security
or online banking, insisted he wants the
NBTC'’s banking-by-fingerprint folly in
place by February. Takorn Tantasith said
he had the power to order mobile phone
operators to install fingerprint scanners.
He threw around the word “mandatory”
but actually he has no authority to order
citizens and other mobile phone users
to give their fingerprints. For security
reasons alone, no one should, whatever
the NBTC urges. Mr Takorn actually said
he intends to hire the engineering class
of Kasetsart University to run his vaunted
fingerprint-banking scheme. Neither
government experts nor bankers are
supporting Mr Takorn, but the mystery is
why are they remaining silent.
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