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POLITICS

NBTC fails
on job, say
experts

PRADIT RUANGDIT

Reform of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
must take place as a first step in the media
reforms proposed by the National Coun-
cil for Peace and Order (NCPO), media
experts say.

Suwanna Sombatraksasook, chair-
woman of Isra News Agency’s legal and
mass media policy panel, said yesterday
the NBTC has failed to launch the 12 public
channels and 12 community channels for
digital TV.

Only 24 commercially purposed chan-
nels have been launched, and some of them
might struggle to survive, Ms Suwanna told
a media reform forum organised by the
Thai Journalists Association.

She said the NBTC failed to regulate
media cross-holdings in approved digital
TV channels. Several media owners, includ-
ing those in the print and online sectors, are
allowed to own the digital TV channels.

Some academics and media experts
oppose such media cross-holdings due to
fears of media domination.

Ms Suwanna said NBTC last year had a
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total staff of 1,083 with 310 high-ranking
executives and 70 lower executives.

Ithad only 78 staff to supervise radio and
TV broadcasting, including tens of thou-
sands of community radio stations.

“It shows the NBTC had a bigger ‘head’
than ‘body,” she said.

In 2013, the NBTC spent 634 million baht
on personnel costs, averaging 48,000 baht
per month per head, excluding 50 million
baht per-diem on executive meetings, 32
million baht on overseas trips, 274 million
baht on organising campaigns, 180 million
baht on public relations activities, and 329
million baht for hiring advisers.

In the short-term, the NBTC needs to
reform its governance and budget spending
and in the long-term, law amendments are
needed to ensure the NBTC's transparency
and efficiency.

“I propose splitting the NBTC into two
organisations: one a telecom regulator
and another a broadcasting regulator,” Ms
Suwanna said.

Worapoj Wongkitrungruang, a Tham-
masat University lecturer in sociology and
anthropology, said the NBTC's studies
have never caught public attention despite
the fact that it spent 329 million baht on
advisers. “Who has ever seen the NBTC's
research on its website or in its public hear-
ings,” he asked.

He said his colleagues who were hired
by the NBTC told him some study project
costs as much as 20 million baht. And some
projects required overseas trips to conduct
and NBTC staff always joined them.
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HANDLE ON MISCOMMUNIGATION
NBTC calls for a reform committee to clarify
the roles of state agencies dealing with digital
communications and IT. B3

Regulatbr calls for reform body on digital roles

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator has proposed the
military junta set up a national committee
for digital communications reform that will
ensure cooperation among state agencies
and eliminate legal loopholes related to
telecommunications, broadcasting and
information technology.

A reform committee would be respon-
sible for clarifying the roles and responsi-
bilities of various state agencies that deal
with digital communications and IT, such
as spectrum arrangement, satellites, com-
puter crimes or provocative content.

Many legal practices have hin-
dered the development of the country’s

telecommunications and broadcasting as
well as discouraged real industrial develop-
ment, said ACM Thares Punsri, chairman
of the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

As the convergence of telecom and
broadcasting regimes have gained momen-
tum, the laws and regulations should be
clear and keep up with technological
changes. Different state agencies have dif-
ferent regulations, leading to inconsistent
and impractical practices.

“A national digital communications
reform committee is no less important than
the energy reform committee because it
will affect the macro-economy and human
life,” he said.

Thailand has complicated rules and
conditions for satellite service providers,
said ACM Thares. A satellite service pro-
vider needs to get approval from the tel-
ecom regulator before operating, while the
Information and Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT) Ministry works with the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU) to
arrange orbital slots in space for a satellite
operator to prepare a satellite launch. But
the ICT Ministry can start the procedure
with ITU to reserve an orbital position when
assigned by the cabinet.

In addition, there are several agencies
responsible for governing improper and
provocative media content, but they are
inefficient because this content is still aired

on internet TV, satellite TV, free downloads
and mobile TV, he said.

ACM Thares said the NBTC faces a com-
plex situation when it recalls the unused
spectrum or spectrum after concessions
expire for reallocation. Several national
security agencies must reserve some spec-
trum ranges for their specific purposes,
while state telecom enterprises that own
concessions have asked to keep the spec-
trum for another 15 years to help their ailing
financial status.

“It’s time to start considering how to
arrange spectrum under a harmonised
road map for the country,” he said.

The NBTC submitted its proposal last
week asking the junta to set a national
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reform committee for digital commu-
nications and IT. If the junta agrees, it
may take two years to sort out the details
and procedures.

The committee would have representa-
tives from all related agencies including
the telecom regulator, the ICT Ministry, the
Education Ministry, the army, the police,
academics and research institutes. It could
be funded by NBTC revenue, including
licensing and auction fees.

Last month, the NBTC board acknowl-
edged the army and national security agen-
cies agreed to return some telecom spec-
tra ranging from 790-960 megahertz and
1710-1880 MHz. The returned frequency
will happen over the next five years.
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Telcos may be able to use expired spectra longer

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL broadcasting and
telecom watchdog’s office is consid-
ering proposing to its telecom com-
mittee a revision of the regulation to
permit telecom operators with
expired concessions to seek new cus-
tomers and provide a roaming serv-
iceuntil the auctions ofthe 1800MHz
and 900MHz spectra.

The auctions for these two spectra
are expected to take place in April
2016.

The regulation revision would be
applied to TrueMove and Digital
Phone Co (DPC) and Advanced Info
Service. TrueMove and Digital
Phone’s concessions expired in
September 2103 and AIS’s conces-
sion will expire in September 2015.

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission

(NBTC) secretary-general Takorn
Tantasit said recently that these oper-

ators would be able to seek new cus-
tomers - on the condition they pass
on all profits to state coffers.

The revision aims to maximise
their spectra after their concessions
expire to generate income for the
country.

After TrueMove and DPC’s con-
cession expired, the watchdog issued
the regulation to permit them to con-
tinue providing services for one more
year for customers who failed tomove
to other networks.

But under the regulation, they are
forbidden from seeking new cus-
tomers and required to hurriedly
migrate remaining customers to
other networks to free up their
1800MHez for the auction.

The NBTC originally planned to
auction TrueMove and DPC’s
1800MHz bands in August, which
will be followed by the auction of AIS’s
900MHz in November.

Butthe National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) has ordered
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NBTC to suspend these auctions for
oneyear. Asaresult, the watchdoghas
to extend the existing transit period
for TrueMove and DPC by another
year. Once AIS’s concession expires,
the NBTC will also have to allow AIS
to continue serving customers for
another year. ;

Atelecomindustry source said that
if the regulation revision was made,
AIS would be able to roam its cus-
tomers with the network of DPC,
which is an AIS subsidiary. This
would subsequently enable AIS to
ease congestion in its own networks.

As of the first quarter, AIS had
around 26.3 million 3G-2.1GHz
users from atotal 0f'42.4 million sub-
scribers. I[tholds17.5MHz bandwidth
of 900MHz and 15MHz bandwidth
of 2.1GHz.

The source added that TrueMove
would have no need to hurry to
migrate its remaining four million
subscribersto other networks, thanks
to the extended transit period.

TrueMove had around 17 million cus-
tomers before the concession expira-
tion.

Takorn denied that the planned
regulation revision amounted to
paving the way for the operators to
grab the precious spectra without the
need to obtain them via an auction
process.

He claimed that the move was in
line with the NCPO order that the
NBTC suspend the auction plans for
one year.

An NBTC source said that the
NBTC's telecom committee might
consider requiring the auction win-
ners of the 1800MHz and 900MHz

“spectratooversee the remaining sub-

scribers of these spectra.

While the NBTC has required
TrueMove and DPC to pass profits to
state coffers during this transit peri-
od, TrueMove reportedly suffered an
operating loss of Bt7 billion from the
time its concession expired until
March.
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