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BTFP seeks word on status

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

TV content providers are uncertain of
financial support from the regulator after
dissolution of the Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Research and Develop-
ment Fund for the Public Interest (BTFP).

The fund may be dissolved after the 10
draft bills related to the digital economy
take effect, as the 10-billion-baht BTFP is
not covered under any of them.

BTFP director Niphon Chongwichit
said his office would submit a letter to the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission’s legal subcom-
mittee explaining the legal problems with
the fund.

The letter will seek clarification as to
whether it can still carry out broadcasting-
related projects.

With the rules and regulations regarding
the BTFP unclear, the previous model of
using revenue from TV auctions to develop
the broadcasting industry may change.

“It would be a shame if revenue gener-
ated from the TV industry could not be used
to enhance TV content,” Mr Niphon said.

Last year, the BTFP joined with the New
Explorer Foundation on a documentary
production project.

The project received 5 million baht from
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the BTFP, which wants to promote Thailand
as a content hub for Asia.

The project is also aimed at enhanc-
ing human resource (HR) skills and
capabilities to a level competitive with
international documentary producers
such as BBC, the Discovery Channel and
National Geographic.

This is in line with Thailand's TV land-
scape, where the number of channels
has increased to 27 from six — content is
needed to supply the new channels.

BTFP president ACM Thares Punsri said
the content development project is also
aimed at reducing imported content, which
has doubled with the rise of digital TV.

Moreover, the availability of more doc-
umentaries will mean a greater variety
of content.

Variety shows and soap operas now
dominate TV at 70-80% of total content,
with informative content such as documen-
taries and news shows making up the rest.

New Explorer Foundation presi-
dent Amornpat Chomrat said 80% of its
documentaries are imported and the rest
produced by its own team.

“Thailand has huge potential to become
acontent hub for Asia, based on its interest-
ing stories, but quality HR inthe TV indus-
try remains in short supply,” he said.
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Viewership of digital TV channels sees big increase

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MORE than 14.5 million viewers in
Thailand are now watching terrestri-
al-based digital TV channels, accord-
ingtothelatestdata from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasit said yesterday that the view-
er base on the digital terrestrial TV
platform was growing, particularly
after coupons to help cover the cost of
digital receivers were given away by
the broadcasting regulator.

Since the official launch of digital
terrestrial TV in April, these channels’
audience base has risen to 24 per cent
of the Kingdom’s 23.5 million house-
holds, or 14.5 million viewers, up 7 per
centsincethelaunch, Takorn said. This
figure excludes Channel 3, Channel 7
and Modernine TV, which simulcast
their analog TV programmes on the
digital platform.

Takorn explained that this was
mainly the result of new quality pro-
grammes aired by major players
Workpoint Creative TV, GMM
Grammy’s One channel and RS
Channel 8.

“Another key driver is the NBTC’s
Bt690 vouchers being provided to
every household since October for the
purchase ofdigital TV set-top boxes or
TV setswith built-indigital tuners,”he
added. .

So far, 3.57 million of the 7.7 mil-
lion coupons given away by the watch-
dog have been used towards the pur-
chase of digital TV receivers. But there
are no details about the exact number
of digital receivers that have been
installed for watching programmeson
the 24 digital terrestrial channels.

With a growing audience base and
new quality content, he believes that
the leading digital TV operators will
have the potential to raise their adver-
tising rates, to an average rate of
Bt50,000 per minute.
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The data and information provid-
ed by the watchdog were based onvar-
ious sources, including Nielsen
Thailand, leading media agencies and
the NBTC’s in-house data.

Last week, the Media Agency
Association of Thailand (MAAT)
revealed its forecasts on this year’s
media industry. The association
expectedtoseea4.5-per-centincrease
in advertising spending this year to
Bt141 billion, mainly encouraged by a
growing terrestrial-based digital TV
business and the digital media boom.

The association’s forecast was
mainly based on macroeconomic
growthand developmentsin themedia
industry.

MAAT  president  Wannee
Ruttanaphon, whoisalsochairwoman
of TPG Mediabrands, said that among
keymedia, terrestrial-based digital TV,
digital media and transit continued to
enjoy growth, similar to last year’s
trend.

She explained that TV remained a
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GROWTH OF DIGITAL TV VIEWER BASE

Ten months after the official launch of terrestrial-based digital TV
broadcasting, the NBTC has found that its viewer base has kept growing. -
As of January 15, digital channels were being viewed by 24 per cent of
the Kingdom's 23.5 million households, up from only 7 per cent initially.
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Sources: Nielsen (Thailand), leading media agencies, NBTC
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key medium for brands and advertis-
ers to reach a mass audience. This
media segment represents more than
60 per cent of the total industry.
Current analog free TV channels
are being challenged by digital TV
broadcasters. MAAT  director
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- Ratthakorn Surbsuk, who is a trading

partner at GroupM Thailand, said the
association expected to seeaverysmall
advertising-rate increase on tradi-
tional analog TV stations while digital
channels had the potential to boost
their rates by as much as 40 per cent.
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Digital bills ‘need tightening’

THE NATION

THREE MEMBERS of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commisston recently expressed concern
that the 10 digital-economy bills might
not be addressing the right issues in regard

- tothe watchdog — that is, what the public

perceives to be its deficiencies.

They also identified a number of other
major areas of concernin the draft legisla-
tion.

Commissioners Prawit
Leesatapornwongsa, Supinya

Klangnarong and Thawatchai Jittrapanun -

presented their opinions to the NBTC sec-
retary-general’s office late last month, fol-
lowing ameeting of the watchdog's board
on the NBTC bill and other related digital-
economy legislation.

Theboard asked all 11 membersto”
examine the 10 bills.

The three commissionersare of the
opinion that the formulation of the bills
lacks participation from the public and
involved parties. |

The bills might also run counter to the
country’sreform directionin the future,
given that the new constitution, whichis
being drafted, has yet to finalisethe
NBTC's new role under the next charter
they said.

They are also concemned that the spec-
trum-allocation pracess could be subject
tointervention by politicians, as the
authority of the planned national digital
economy committee would seem to over-
rule that of the NBTC. :

The Cabinet recently approved a
swathe of draft digital-economy bills,
including the NBTC bill, which revises the
watchdog's powers.

Under the NBTC bill, the digital econo-
my committee — to be chaired by the
prime minister — will determine which fre-
quencies are for security, publicorcom-
mercial use. Only those for commercial use
will be managed by the NBTC.

News ID: C-150205003016 (5 Feb 15/06:09)

%QNewsclipﬁ'

www.ignewsclip.com

Existing laws allow the NBTC to allo-
cate all frequencies.

Most of the members of the dlgital
economy committee will come from state
agencies. Under the bill, politicians might
be able to easily intervene NBTC's inde-
pendence, the three NBTC members fear. -

Prawit, Supinya and Thawatchai also
share the view that the bills do not solve
what the public perceives as the real prob-
lems concerningtheNBTC.

Accordmg to public criticism, these are
the agency’s inefficient performancein -
terms of legal and regulatory enforce-
ment, and consumer protection.

Moreover, as the NBTC has been criti-
cised for overspending its budget, related
law should be amended to obligeitto
require parliamentary approval of its
budget, while its spending should be
examined by neutral auditors, the three
commissioners have suggested.

In a separate matter, the NBTC secre-
tary-general's office will ask the Cabinet to
approve its plan to seek collaboration
fromother state agencies to support its
requirement that all prepaid mobile-

~ phone users register their SIM cards.

The matter has already been added to
the Cabinet meeting agenda for next
Tuesday. Approval of the plan would
enable the NBTC torequest cooperation

_from government agencies, including the

Public Relations Department and the
Interior Ministry.

The watchdog reported that some
100,600 prepaid SIM cards had been reg-
istered per day since its announcement

 last week of its intention to force the hald-

ers of around 90 million unregistered SIM
cards toregister their cards between
Februaryland July 31.

The move is a government national-
policy measure for security reasons.

“We are aiming for about 500,000
SIM-card registrations a day to complete
the project by July 31" NBTC secretary--

_ general Takom Tantasith said yesterday.
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