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NBTC clamps down on illegal radio transmissions

/.The National Broadcasting and

* Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has warned that

- legal action against illegal operators:

_nals that interfere with aeronautical
‘ ;Io navigaﬁon anéi moblle commu-

;,‘. ‘ Fr‘bm January through last month,
,"’c BTC received 441 complaints
- from Aeronautical Radio of Thailand
(AeroThai) regarding this issue, while
last year it found more than 1,780
- cases across the country.

NBTC commissioner Taweesak
Ngamsanga said yesterday that such
illegal radio transmissions could dis-

~ rupt the communication between

* pilots and the officers at the flight-
control and aeronautical radio-navi-
gation centres in the nearby airports.
That has an impact on aviation safety

it will launch

of community radio who transmit sig-

and threatens many lives.
The NBTC has launched legal

“action against 18 illegal community-

radio operators in Uttaradit, Nong
Khai, Lampang, Nan, Khon Kaen, .
Maha Sarakhamm, Chiang Rai, Phrae,
Udon Thani, Nonthaburi and Chon
Buri provinces,

In a separate issue, the NBTC also
threatened to file a lawsuit against
real-estate developers or building
owners who have not registered with

- the watchdog to use radio frequency
identification (RFID) readers atithe'

entrance of condeminiums and resi-

" dential projects.

The watchdog found that r‘adio 51g-
nals used for RFID readers of some
non-registered operators had disrupt-
ed communications on 900-mega-
hertz-band mobile-phone services.

Given this disruption, mobile-phone

News ID: C-121005003123 (5 Oct 12/06:33)
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users, particularly customers of ‘the
|argest telecommunication operator B

 Advanced [nfo Service, cannot be

connected by either voice or data in

~an affected site.

After conducting a:survey on this
matter; the NBTC found at |east 10
residential projects in Bangkok that
caused sucﬁ problems. Those include
the U Delight condommium in

Chatuchak, Metro Sky condominium

at Intramara47, Park Venture Building
on Phloenchit Road, and Sathorn
Square Office Euilding on North
Sathorn Road.

_Under the Communication Radio
Act BE 2498 (1995), those who vio- .
late this law regardlng both cases will
face ﬂve years in jail and a Bt100,000
fine if found guilty.
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InTouch unveils new digital television scheme

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

InTouch has revealed details of its new
digital broadcasting plan to roll out three
commercial digital television channels:
one high definition and two standard
definition.

The company has earmarked 2 billion
baht to acquire three licences to operate
commercial terrestrial digital TV.

Executive chairman Somprasong
Boonyachai said the planned two
standard-definition channels will be tail-

ored for children, family and entertain-
ment programming,.

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) recently
approved a digital plan to grant 48 licences
next March, including 20 for commercial
standard-definition channels and four
for commercial high-definition channels.

The remaining 24 licences will be
reserved for 12 public channels by the
end of this year and another 12 channels
for community purposes next year.

Mr Somprasongsaid InTouch, through
its subsidiary Thaicom Plc, also plans to
bid for an infrastructure licence to provide
a satellite network service for digital TV
broadcasting.

He said the digital broadcasting net-
work could integrate with the third-
generation (3G) mobile infrastructure,
which meantmobile operators who won
3G licences can accelerate their network
roll out faster.

Advanced Wireless Network, owned
by the country’s largest mobile operator,

Advanced Info Service — the mobile flag-
ship of parent InTouch — was one of the
three potential bidders that have sub-
mitted an application for the 3G spectrum
auction, which is scheduled to take place
on Oct 16.

“We expect to see a clearer picture for
our digital TV business plan next month
after our adviser finishes a study on the
digital broadcasting plan,” said Mr Som-
prasong.

Earlier, the NBTC planned to grant
operating licences for digital terrestrial
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TVinfrastructure and network providers
by the end of this year.

Under the plan, infrastructure pro-
viders would be responsible for installing
41 new broadcasting towers for digital
terrestrial TV broadcasting services across
the country.

Each main broadcasting tower must
handle up to five multiplexes or radio
frequency slots. Network providers could
manage these multiplexes for the broad-
casters at different levels, such as national,
regional and community level.
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ONtheRECORD

NBTC, rice scheme found wanting

name as the country’sleading tele-

communications expert. Speaking
to NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS for the first
time as the newly promoted president
ofthe Thailand Development and
Research Institute (TDRI), he has
expressed disappointment with the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munication Commission (NBTC)'s per-
formance and vowed to keep tabs on
the controversial rice-pledging scheme.

S omkiat Tangkitvanich has made a

With the 3G wireless licences supervised by
the NBTC whose inception you helped push,
are you happy withthe commission’s role?

Icansayit's very disappointing that
the NBTC does not care for the interest
of consumers as much as that of
businesses. For example, when there
were complaints about expensive phone
bills, the agencylooked to the businesses
for information rather than consumers.
Ttalso did not care to set up a monitoring
unitwhich could also hasten cooperation
with consumers. If we are to change the
NBTC’s thinking and policies, we have
to think about what people want. Our
sole concern tends to be about the
economicside ofthe telecom sector.

There’s plenty of room for
improvement. There are many things
the NBTC has not done which would
benefitconsumers. The rules do not
serve the interests of consumers. The
NBTC members’ roles are disappointing
although many of them are younger than
the commissioners of the [defunct]
National Telecommunication
Commission which was more attentive
to people’s complaints. The NTC asked
the private sector to help solve consumer
problems butthe NBTC has not done
that.

Somkiat: Keeping tabs

Its work appears beneficial to business
operators. Good governance islacking.
The NBTC has problems. It has done
little in the way of inviting public
participation in its policy formulation
asrequired by the regulations. Where
public participation was sought, the
sessions were organised ina rush and
the input from the sessions was not put
to good use.

Did you come across any irregularity in the
NBTC’s work?

Almost every procurement project was
carried out through a special method,
which tended to become the main
method. When Ttook partin drafting
the [procurement] law for the NTC, I
had myworries. Even when it wasstill
the NTC, there were a lot of budget
matters and operation fees worth tens
ofmillions of baht which the agency
had to deal with. So alawwas passed
governing the (NTC) procurement
projects. But the (NBTC) chose the special
methods.
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Moreover, there was improper
spending such as the organising of the
half-day 3G Count Down event costing
7million baht. Itraises concern thatif
such a practice continues it will bode ill
for the transparency of the NBTC. This
could prompt consumers to seek the
removal of the commissioners. Ifthe
bidding for the 3G licences do not attract
competition, more people willbe
dissatisfied and they could petition the
National Anti-Corruption Commission.

Itisreally disappointing that the young
commissioners who are supposed to
work to reform the organisation are more
interested in retaining their status.

Now to the rice-pledging scheme, how does
the TDRI planto monitor the policy?

I'm not the rice expert and can’tgo
into details of the policy. However, we're
lucky to have former TDRI presidents,
Ammar Siamwalla, Chalongphob
Sussangkarn and Nipon Puapongsakorn,
here to help us. We will consistently
followup on therice-pledging policy
and convey our suggestions and criticism
and even recommend solutions.

The government mightbe in the
middle of trying to figure away out of
the problem. It will be quite troublesome
ifthe policy persists.

Even thoughitis a politically successful
policy because some farmers stand to
gain from the scheme, it will lead the
economy into a dead-end with swelling
public debts.

There will be no warehouses left to
store the pledged rice which keeps
increasing and the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperation will face a
liquidity crunch.

Ifthis goes on, the economy will falter
and the government won'’t survive.
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WHAT’S ON: THIS WEEK AND BEYOND

MUSIC&DANCE

Miss Saigon

Muang Thai Rachadalai Theatre

The Esplanade, Ratchadaphisek Road
Until Oct 21, Wed-Sun (except Oct 10)
at7.30pm

plus a 2pm on weekends

4+ Scenario theatre group is staging a
Thai adaptation of the hit musical Miss
Saigon, which portrays a tragic love story
between Kim, a Vietnamese bar girl,
and Chris, an American GI. It features
Napat “Gun’’ Injaiuea, The Star 6 cham-
pion, as the male lead and new faces
Kulkornpat Phothongnak and Kanda
Withayanuphabyuenyongas Kim. The
castalso includes pop singers Ben-
Chalatit, Q, the lead singer of Flure, and
New-Napassorn, who bring their vocal
prowess to the musical.

4+ Tickets cost 500, 1,000, 1,500, 1,800,
2,300and 2,800 baht and can be pur-
chased from Thai Ticket Major booths The Luca Ciarla Quartet perform at Niu’s on Silom on Wednesday and Oct 25 at 9pm.
(tel 02-262-3456 or visit
www.thaiticketmajor.com,).

Celebrating ball
Grand Ballroom, Shangri-La Hotel

Soi Wat Suan Plu, Charoen Nakhon Road
Today, 6.30pm-midnight

4+ Bangkok Symphony Orchestra cele-
brates its 30th anniversary with “‘Grand
Symphony Ball & Dance” when more
than 60 musicians will entertain guests,
followed by amini concert by Teeranai
Na Nongkai, Kittinant Chinsamran,
Saovanit Navapan and Saran Kungbunb-
hot. The evening includes a dance show
by Bangkok International Dance Acad-
emy and Dance Syergy. Proceeds will gc
to the Princess Mother’s Charities Fund
and Chitralada School (Vocational
Section).

+ Call02-255-6617/8.

Fun by the beach

Laem Tan, Bang Saen Beach

Chon Buri

Today-tomorrow, 6pm-midnight

4+ Muang Saen Sook municipality in
Chon Buriand the Provincial Adminis-
tration Organisation are host to* Bang The 7th Clutter Sale for Charity takes place at Four Seasons Hotel’s Grand Ballroom, on

Saen Yon Yuke” (Bang Saen in Retro- Sunday from 10am to Spm.
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spect), a fair which reminisces the atmos-
phere of the disco era with concerts by
leading bands. They include the popular
trio Sao Sao Sao, Royal Sprite, Pink Pan-
ther and singer Suchart Chawangkoon
who will love to take visitors back in
time to the 1970s. Other activities include
a costume contest, a disco dance contest,
Thai dance, ballroom dance and sale of
local products, food and drinks.

+ Free admission. Call 038-193-500ext
322.

Reya the musical
AksraTheatre, Rang Nam Road

Today at 7.30pm, tomorrow-Sunday at
2pmand 7.30pm

4+ Based on the novel Dok Som Si Thong
penned by Taitao Sucharitkul, Reya The
Musicalfeatures superstar Araya
“Chompoo” Hargate in title role. She
played the same role earlier in TV version
of the novel. The musicis composed by
Somtow Sucharitkul and rendered by
Siam Philharmonic Orchestra under the
baton of Trisdee na Patalung.

+ Tickets cost 1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 2,500
and 3,000 baht and can be purchased
[from Thai Ticket Major booths (tel
02-262-3456).

Bollywood icon Atif Aslam will appear at
Centara Grand Convention Centre,
CentralWorld, on Saturday at 6pm.

Bollywood rocks Bangkok
Centara Grand Convention Centre

CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road
Tomorrow at 6pm

4+ Bollywood rock icon Atif Aslam makes
his Bangkok debut with a concert that
also features other Indian stars: Xunny
Dey, Cactus Terrain and Strange Idea.

Aslam will sing many of his familiar
tracks, and also joining him on stage
will be Dubai-based DJ Zubair.

+ Tickets cost 1,950, 2,800, 4,000 and
5,500 baht and can be purchased from
Thai Ticket Major booths (visit
wwuw.thaiticketmajor.com orcall
02-262-3456). Call 083-815-2135 oremail
info@riseproductions.com.

Flute and piano recital

Siam Ratchada Music School

ground floor of Fortune Town Bldg
Ratchadaphisek Road

Sunday at 7.30pm

4+ D&M Music Studio presents “‘A Flute
and Piano Duo Recital” featuring
renowned Chilean artists — flautist
Viviana Guzman and pianist Mahani
Teave. Described by New York Times as
“‘animaginative artist’’, Guzman per-
forms on average some 80 concerts every
year on her world tour. Teave, meanwhile,
is the winner of numerous international
piano competitions. She is the only classi-
cal pianist to emerge on the international
stage from Easter Island, designated by
Unesco as an archaeological site.

+ Tickets cost 250 and 500 baht and are
available at Robinson Piano at Siam
Discovery (tel 02-658-1080/1). Call
081-682-8000.

Italian jazz quartet

Niu’s on Silom Jazz Blues Bar and
Restaurant

Baan Silom Arcade, Silom Road
Wednesday and Oct 25 at 9pm

4 The Luca Ciarla Quartet is flying in
from Italy to deliver two highly skilled
and atmospheric nights of what they
term Mediterranean jazz. The line-up is
Luca Ciarla (violin), Vince Abbracciante
(accordion), Francesco Savoretti (per-
cussion) and Nicola Di Camillo (bass).
The groupisled by Lucaon violininan
intoxicating night of music rooted in
North Africa and the gypsy rhythms and
folk traditions of Italy and Eastern Europe.
Theyincorporate music by Dizzy Gille-
spie, Duke Ellington and Thelonious
Monk, as well Bach, plus traditional tunes
and material composed by Luca.

+ Freeadmission. Call 02-266-5333/4.

Jazz duet for charity
Menam Grand Ballroom

Ramada Plaza Menam Riverside
Oct13,2.30pm-5pm

4+ Ramada Plaza Menam Riverside Bang-
kokis hostinga ““Charity Jazz Duet Con-
cert by the River of Kings'’ by famous
songstresses of yesteryear — Viyada
Komarakul Na Nakorn and Nareekrajang
Kanthamas. All proceeds will go to the
Thai Red Cross Society for the construc-
tion of Bhumisiri Mangkhalanusorn
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building at King Chulalongkorn Memorial
Hospital.

4+ Tickets cost 1,200 baht inclusive of
onestandard drink. For reservations, call
02-688-1000.

Nuvo are back

Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani

Pak Kret, Nonthaburi

Octl13at3pm

4+ Former heart-throbs Nuvo will give
their biggest concert in four years entitled
“Nuvo {B-Side}” thatis sure to transport
fansbackin time to the late '80s and
early '90s. [t will feature many of their
popular songs on the B-side of records
which have been performed less often
in previous shows. Joining them as special
guests will be songstress Sunita “‘Beau”
Leetikul and Thanakrit “Wan” Panichwit
and Sawanya ‘‘Mint’’ Kaewmeechai.

+ Tickets cost 1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 2,500
and 3,000 baht and can be purchased
from Thai Ticket Major booths (tel
02-262-3456 or visit the website
wwuw.thaiticketmajor.com).

Youth orchestra

Music Auditorium, College of Music
Mahidol University, Salaya campus
Phutthamonthon Sai 4

Oct13at 7pm

4+ Mahidol University’'s College of Music
isholdinga concert featuring the
Southeast Asia Youth Chamber Orchestra
(Seayco) under the baton of Nicolas
Pasquet of Uruguay, with German
clarinettist Martin Spangenberg as guest
artist. The concert will cap off the week-
long Seayco 2012 camp, organised to
offer the newly founded youth orchestra
achance to rehearse and practise with
senior faculty members and professional
hands. The programme will feature com-
positions by Mozart, Elgar and Dvorak.
The group comprises 28 young musicians
ages 15-26 years from Indonesia, Myan-
mar, the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam
and Thailand. They will then visit Myan-
mar foraconcertin Yangon on Oct 15.
4 Freeadmission. There will bea bus
transfer leaving Chan Phen Restaurant
on RamalV Road (MRT Lumphini Exit
1) at5pm to the college with the round-
trip fee costing 100 baht. For more
information, call 02-287-0942—4 ext 80
or82.

Pianorecital

Goethe Institute Bangkok

Sathon Tai Road

Oct13at8pm

4+ D&M Music Studio presents a piano
recital by renowned French pianist
Ancuza Aprodu who has won several
international competitions. The pro-
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gramme includes Debussy’s 8 Preludes
Pour Piano, Messiaen's Regard Des Anges,
Mendelssohn's Rondo Capriccioso Opus
14, Brahms's RhapsodyOpus 79 n2 and
Variations On A Theme by Handel Opus
24, Aprodu places greatimportance on
creativity, and appeared alongside
established and emerging composers.
+ Tickets cost 250 and 500 baht and can
be purchased from Robinson Piano at
Siam Discovery (tel 02-658-1080/1). Call
081-682-8000.

THEATRE

The other land

Pridi Banomyong Institute

Sukhumvit Road, Soi Thong Lor
Today-Sunday and Oct 12-14 at 8pm
plus a 2pm matinee on Oct 6

+ B-Floor Theatre is bringing back a
contemporary performance based on a
1996 SEA Write work — The Other Land,
penned by the late Kanokphong Song-
somphan. The production is directed
by Teerawat Mulvilai whose credits
include Flu-Fool and Oxygen. The show
will be performed in Thaiwith English
subtitles as part of Diverse Arts Festival
by the Pridi Banomyong Institute.

4+ Tickets cost 400 baht. For reservations,
call 089-167-4039, send and email to
bfloortheatre@gmail.com or visit
www.bfloortheatre.com.

Restoration comedy

British Club, Surawong Road

Oct10-13 at8pm

+ Bangkok Community Theatre is bring-
ing the debauched L.ondon of 300 years
ago to town with their latest production
The Country Wife. Written over 350 years
ago, The Country Wife is William
Wrycherley’s bawdy classic Restoration
comedy about sexual freedom, gossip,
double standards and hypocrisy. Above
all, the play promises plenty of belly-
laughs and a really fun night out.

+ Tickets cost 800 baht. For bookings,
call 081-741-0703 or send an email to
betcountry@gmail.com. For more infor-
mation, visit www.bct-th.org.

COMEDY SHOW

Scottish comedy night

Ballroom, Rembrandt Hotel

Sukhumyvit Soi18

Today at 6.30pm

+ The Scottish Business Group of Thai-
land presents a night with two great
comedians from Scotland — Raymond
Mearns and Gary Little. Proceeds will
go to the Gift of Happiness Foundation,
anon-profitorganisation offering clown
shows and comic entertainment to dis-
advantaged or needy children and adults.

+ Tickets cost 2,750 baht (25,000 baht
foratable of 10) which includes a four-
coursedinner, appetisers, soft drinks, wine,
beer and no corkage. Feel freeto bring
yourown bottles. For reservations, call
081-824-3157 or visit www.facebook.com/
ScottishComedyNightBangkok.

FAIRS&SALES

Reading is fun
Future Park, Phahon Yothin Road

Until Wednesday, 10.30am-9pm

+ “Happy Read Happy Life” is abook
fair with attractive discounts on publi-
cations from the Amarin Printing Group
and daily workshops on knitting, making
crape cake, creating decoupage and nail
art. The highlight is a meet-and-greet
session with Black Tohfu, a team of car-
toonists behind the Thai comic series
Garin's Uncanny File, tomorrow at 3pm.
+ Call02-958-0011 ext 1162 or 1886.

Megabangna

Bang Na-Trat Road, KM8

Until Oct14,10am-10pm

4+ “Mega Home & Living Fair 2012" feat-
ures a variety of furniture, home decor
items, electric appliances, decorative
plants as well as an exhibit of house and
condo projects. There isalso amini
concert by famous artists at 6pm on
every Fri-Sun. The line-up includes Two-
Popthorn, Bell-Supol, the Sincharoen
Brothers, Ruj-The Star, Lipta and
Watcharawalee.

+ Call02-105-1000ext3020r312.

Japanese classic cars

Grand Hall, River City shopping complex
Charoen Krung Soi 24
Today-Oct14,10am-8pm

+ Carlovers and collectors are invited
to the ““Classic Car: Japanese Retro’’ fair
which showcases Japanese classic cars
aswell as more than 200 models. The
vehicles on showinclude Datsun Fairlady,
Toyota AES6, Datsun Sunny, Mazda RX4,
Nissan Skyline C10 Hakosuka and Toyota
Celica. A variety of car models and
accessories are also on sale.

+ Call02-237-0077 ext618.

Clutter sale for charity

Grand Ballroom, Four Seasons Hotel
Bangkok

Ratchadamri Road

Sunday, 10am-5pm

4+ The 7th Clutter Sale for Charity,
organised by the NewsMakers, has 70
booths with vintage clothes, slightly-
used fashion accessories, crystal and
silverware, home decor, toys and sports
equipment. Join alucky draw for achance
towin fabulous prizes including air
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tickets, hotel stays, and attractive prizes.
Anauction of fine art will be held at
3pm. Proceeds will go to Chulalongkorn
Hospital’s Haematological Cancer
Research Centre.

4+ Callthe hotel's publicrelations
department on 02-126-8866.

Camera fair

Parc Paragon, Siam Paragon
Oct11-14,10.30am-8pm

+ “World Camera Day 2012: Simple to
Professional” features special prices from
leading brands including Canon, Nikon
and Olympus; and ashowcase of seven
items of photography equipment. On
hand to offer tips will be professional
photographersincluding Yuthana
Atchariyavinyoo of National Geographic;
Nat Sumanatemeya, one of the world’s
only 55 underwater photographers, and

The musical Miss Saigon is on show at
Muang Thai Rachadalai Theatre every Wed-
Sun at 7.30pm until Oct 21.

Yosakorn Sa-nguansappayakorn, arising
fashion and wedding photographer.

+ Call02-223-0681—3 or visit
www.facebook.com/worldcamera.shop.

Wedding fair

Crowne Plaza Hotel

Lumpini Park, Rama IV Road

Oct 20,10am-7pm

4+ The “In-house Wedding Fair” iswhere
couples planning to tie the knot can
meet with the hotel’s team of wedding
experts to plan for the bigday. They can
getadvice on the smallest details while
planning for the mostimportant day of
their life. Couples booking theirwedding
at the fair are entitled to a special discount
and a souvenir.

+ Call02-632-9000 ext 4120—3.
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EXHIBITIONS

Floral show

Swissotel Nai Lert Park Bangkok
Witthayu Road

Until Sunday, 10am-8pm

4 “‘Nai Lert Park International Flower
Show2012” features floral exhibitions
and flower experts, sale ofindoor and
outdoor plants, gardening tools, fashion
accessories and souvenirs; and many
activities including a glass painting work-
shop conducted by Ajarn Nuannit
Vasuvat tomorrow from 1pm to 5pm.

+ Entrance feeis 120 baht (50 baht per
person for agroup of 10 students or more).
Call02-253-0123 ext 7169.

Designer clothes from Delhi

Indus Restaurant

Sukhumvit Soi 26

Tomorrow, 10am-6pm

4+ Renowned fashion designer Manzar
from New Delhi will be showcasing
clothes featuring exotic Indian haute
couture. On show are Pichwai paintings
inspired by the school of Krishna con-
sciousness.

+ For moreinformation, call Sheelaon
081-821-8902 and Lux on 081-921-0377.

FASHION SHOW

Kids’ fashion week
Parc Paragon, Siam Paragon

Rama | Road

Tomorrow-Sunday at 2pm

4 Siam Paragon is host to “Kids Inter-
national Fashion Week 2012" when about
450 junior models will take to the catwalk
to present this year’s autumn/winter
collections from 13 leading brands. On
sale will be Kids Power T-shirts with
proceeds going to the World Vision Foun-
dation of Thailand.

+ Freeadmission. Call 02-610-8000.

GET-TOGETHERS

Keep cancerat bay

Lumpini Park, Rama IV Road

Sunday, 6pm-9am

4+ Bangkok Hospital invites the public
to a “Gathering of Healthy Bangkokians”
where people can pick up tips on how
to take care of themselves and keep
cancer at bay, courtesy of a talk by Dr
Kanoknid Limvipavi-anan of Wattano-
soth Hospital. There is free health check-
up service for the first 100 people regis-
tering for the event.

+ Freeadmission. Call 1719.

Channelling the deluge

FCCT, Penthouse, Maneeya Centre
Phloenchit Road

Tuesday at 8pm

+ The Foreign Correspondents’ Club of
Thailand is hosting an evening with Dr
Anond Snidvongs, director of the scien-
tific think-tank Sea-Start, who will be
speaking on the topic “Channelling the
Deluge”. Duringlastyear’s flood, the
government called on DrAnond for an
accurate science-based assessment of
the situation to join its crisis team. Amid
the din of conflicting opinions on the
flood situation this year, Dr Anond
remains armed with the latest satellite
maps and rain and water data, and as
such in the best position to know exactly
whatis going on — the question on the
minds of Thais and foreigners alike.

+ The feeis 300 baht (free for members).
Call 02-652-0580/1 or visit
wwuw.fecethai.com.

Networking extravaganza

Beirut Restaurant

2nd floor of The Eight

ThongLorSoi 8

Oct16, 7.30pm-10.30pm

+ Bangkok Nowis hostinga “‘Speed
Networking” evening where profes-
sionals will network while having fun.
Meet 40 people in one evening, generate
new contacts and potential business
leads. In speed-networking you will be
paired and rotate every five minutes.

+ Thefeeis 700 baht (500 baht for mem-
bers and 10% discount for pre-Thursday
bookings). Email bnow@bnow.org.

Embroidered images

Queen’s Gallery

Ratchadamnoen Klang Avenue
Oct18,10.15am

+ The Thai Textile Society is holdinga
guided tour of an exhibition of embroi-
dered pictures on display in honour of
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s 80th birthday:.
The programme will include a show of
textiles used as costumes for the khon
masked dance by Dr Anucha.

+ The feeis 400 baht (300 baht for mem-
bers). For reservations email
bkk.tts@gmail.com.

Earinfectioninkids

Banquet Room, 6th floor of Building 2
Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital
Sukhumvit Soi 49
0ct30,9.15-11.30am

+ Thenext “Moms Meet @ Samitive;j"
get-together will feature a talk in English
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on the topic “Cold and Middle Ear
Infection in Children” by otorhin-
olaryngologist Asst Prof Yongyuth Wasin-
wong, followed by “It's aKids Job” work-
shop by Gymboree.

+ Freeadmission but seats are limited
to 20 people. For reservations, call
02-711-8499 or send an email to
suwitchaya.pi@samitivej.co.th.

MEDITATION/RETREAT

Gong meditation

+ A “Gong Meditation and Kundalini
Yoga' class will be conducted by Sunder
Singh Khalsa on Wednesday from 6pm
to 8.30pm. Gongis an inter-vibratory
system in use for thousands of years for
healing and meditation. The classisa
chance toride the waves of the sound of
the gongand allow the sound and vi-
bration to penetrate every cell and fibre
ofyour body. The venueis the Health
Club & Spa on 6th floor of JW Marriott
Hotel, Sukhumvit Soi 2.

+ The feeis 600 baht. Call 02-656-7700
ext. 4472 orsend an email to
nathalie.paque@marriotthotels.com.

Meditation for family and teens

4+ The Thai Plum Village Foundation is
organising two camps led by dhamma
teachers from France, the US, Hong Kong,
Vietnam and Thailand. OneisaTeen
Camp meant for Grade 7-9 students
scheduled Oct 12-14 at the Plum Village
Provisional Practice Centre in Pak Chong,
Nakhon Ratchasima. The Family Camp
will be at Hillside Country Home Golf &
Resortin Prachin Buri, on Oct 19-23.

+ Thereis no registration fee for the Teen
Camp but the Family Retreat costs
4,500-6,000 baht per person (3,000 baht
forchildren aged 6-12years). Register at
www.thaiplumvillage.org. For more
information, call 087-697-0965 or email
awakeningsource@yahoo.com.

Mental detoxification

4 The International Meditation Club is
organising two training sessionsin
English with the aim to teach “‘how to
eradicate mental pollution and obstacles
in life via mental detoxification practice”.
Participants will learn techniques to
enhance mental clarity, memoryand
alertness and to overcome stress, tension,
anxiety, insomnia, and depressionin
order to stay vibrant and live a healthy
and happy life. The first workshop isin
Bangkok from Oct 13-14 and the second
onafull moon beachretreat from Oct
27-28in Hua Hin, Prachuap Khiri Khan.
+ For moredetails, call 081-622-4507 or
email info@intimedclub.com.
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CONFERENCES

IT atregionallevel

Plaza Athenee Hotel

Witthayu Road

Nov18-21

+ The Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission,
ashostofthe “19th ITS Biennial Con-
ference 2012”, is inviting experts, aca-
demics, researchers, relevant publicand
private sector agencies, educational
institutions, manufacturers and service
providers to attend the regional confer-
ence.

+ Email contact@its2012bangkok.com or
visitwwuw.its2012bangkok.com.

® Continued on page 9

® Continued from page 8

LECTURES/TALKS

Disasterrisk

Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand
Penthouse, Maneeya Centre, Phloenchit
Road

Today at 3pm

+ Jan Egeland, deputy executive director
of Human RightsWatch, will give alecture
on “Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate
Change Adaptation — Areas where
urgent actions are needed”. This will
touch on the changing climate and the
heightened risks from natural disasters.
It will be followed by a panel discussion.
+ Freeadmission. For more details, con-
tact Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre
on 02-298-0681 or email bill@adpc.net
ortiffany@adpc.net.

Dhamma talk

World Fellowship of Buddhists

Benjasiri Park, Sukhumvit Soi 24
Sunday, 2pm-5pm

4+ The World Fellowship of Buddhists is
holding a dhamma talk and meditation
class in English, with Ananda Anupom
and Thwaing Ching U Marma as guest
speakers. The topicis “Insight Meditation
for Mental Healing”".

4+ Freeadmission. Call 02-661-1284—7
or visit www.wfb-hq.org.

Precious stones

GIA Thailand Campus

U Chu Liang Bldg, Rama IV Road
Tuesday, 10am-noon

4+ The National Museum Volunteers
presents alecture on “At Homes with
Precious and Fine Gemstones” with
Vincent Pardieu as guestspeaker. As
Field Gemology Department supervisor
attached to the Gemological Institute of
Americalaboratory in Bangkok, he will
share experiences from expeditions,
teach how to determine the origin of
coloured gemstones.

www.ignewsclip.com

4+ Donation fee is 400 baht (200 baht for
members). Toregister, send and email to
NMVAtHomes@gmail.com.

WORKSHOPS

+ Freeadmission. To register, send an
SMS to 085-071-7070 or email
successcanada77@gmail.com.

CAMPS

Professional actor

All Soul’s Actor Studio

KS Residence, Room 103

Sukhumvit Soi 54

Every Mon and Tues, from 7pm-10pm

4+ The new Actor Studio of All Soul Pro-
duction is opening a theatre ‘“Mental
Stuff— Cosa Mentale” workshop for
anyone wishing to enhance theiracting
ability, develop communication skills
and improve self-esteem. The three-hour
workshop will be held weekly until the
year's end. The first sessions, on Monday
and Tuesday, will be held on a free trial
basis.

+ Thefeeis 3,900 baht for the first month.
For more information, call 090-112-2850
or087-697-4806 or visit www.mistret-
tatheatre.com.

COOKERY

Healthy menus

L’Avenue, ground floor

Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital
Sukhumvit Soi49

Thursday, 2pm-4pm

4+ Health conscious people are invited
to the Samitivej cooking class and learn
to howto prepare delicious and healthy
meals from chefs Cheewin Kachendecha
and Daruwan Phiwkliang,. Prior to the
class, there will be a talk on age-related
macular degeneration by ophthalmology
specialist Chanet Suvarnamani.

+ Toreserveaseat, call02-711-8473 or
email pawita.ch@samitivej.co.th.

EDUCATION

For aspiring students
+ Esso Thailand and ExxonMobil affili-
ates in the country invite third-year uni-
versity students to apply for “‘Esso Chal-
lenge 2013 — Innovative Internship’’ to
enhance student potential for working
atinternational level.
+ Applications can be filed online at
www.esso.co.th until Oct 12. Call
02-262-47420r 02-262-4572.

EDUCATION

Studyin Canada

Renaissance Hotel Bangkok

Phloenchit Road

Sunday, 1.30pm-5pm

+ SuccessCanada.orgis holding a “‘Uni-
versities Day"’ where you can meet with
representatives from four of the top uni-
versities in Canada— Carleton, Trent,
Dalhousie and U of Calgary.

News ID: C-121005001184 (5 Oct 12/05:40)
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Genius camp
+ Nanmeehooks invites children aged

3-6 years tojoin the “Genius Camp’’ to
develop skills during school break. The
skillsinclude body sensation, self-
understanding and emotional control,
listening and speaking (both Thai and
English), mathematical skills, and more.
The camp runs on weekdays from 8.30am
to noon at Nanmeebooks on Sukhumvit
So0i3l.

+ Call 02-662-3000ext 4330 or 5226 or
visitwww.nanmeebooks.com.

Energy camp

4+ The Metropolitan Electricity Authority
is holding a “Young MEA Learn About
Energy”’ educational camp thatis open
to 27 youngsters and their families. Par-
ticipants will learn about the electricity
revolution and take partin a “secret
room” to test family members. The venue
is Renewable Energy Learning Centre
in Prachin Buri, and the dates are Oct
27-28.

+ Todayis the last day for applications.
For details, visit www.youngmea.com.
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AFTERMATH OF THAKSIN VERDICT °

ICT MINISTRY PANEL TO DEBATE THAICOM STATUS

‘Power abuses’ by ex-PM cloud future course for firm

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

he Information and
I Communications Technology
Ministry will set up a com-
mittee to study how Thaicom should
proceed after its status was called
intoquestion byacourt orderto con-
fiscate the assets of former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra in
February 2010.

The Supreme Court’s Criminal
Division for Political Office Holders
inits verdict cited many actions dur-
ing Thaksin’s administration that
showed he had abused his power to
benefit his telecom empire.

One example is that the ICT
Ministry in 2004 allowed InTouch to

reduce its shareholding in Thaicom

from 51 per cent to 41 per cent with-
out the Cabinet’s approva,l This in
effect reduced Shin Corp’s invest-
ment burden while passing risks to
smaller shareholders.

Shin Corp is now know as
InTouch, and the renamed firm is
bound by the original contract to
maintain a minimum ownership in
Thaicom of 51 per cent throughout
the satellite operator 5 30-year con-
icession.

- Chaiyan Peungkiatpairote, the
new permanent secretary of the ICT
Ministry, said this week that the
teduction of InTouch’sshareholding
in Thaicom did not appear to have
any mgmﬁcant impacton the latter’s
‘operationsand that InTouch was still
its major shareholder.

Accordingto Thaicom, everytime
it calls a shareholflers’ meeting, 60
per cent of the shareholders come,
of whom 41 per cent are InTouch
representatives and the rest are
minor shareholders, he said.

InTouech hasialso informed the
Stock Exchange of Thailand that it
would not allow: any party to own

more than 25 per cent of Tha.lcom,,
he said.

InJuly, Somprasong Boonyachai,
executive chairman of InTouch, said
it had no plan to raise its stake in
Thaicom back to 51 per ¢entor more,
as the court’s verdict to confiscate
the assets of Thaksin conccrned
Thaksin, not 1.he group’s sub-
‘sidiaries. :

Also according to the court rul-

' ling, members of Thaksins cabinet

had allowed Thaicom to change the
terms of its concession to launch
iPStar as its main satellite, rather
than launch a backup satellite for
Thaicom 3.

Chaiyan said the ministry was still
collecting concession revenue from
Thaicom as usual, part of which was
from the iPStar busmess .

InTouch and Thaicom executives
once asked the previous government
why it was still collecting royalties
from Thaicomif'itdegmed iPStar an
out-of-concession satellite.

Also according to the court rul-
ing, Thaicom appeared to violate its
concession when it used insurance
payments of US$6.7 million (Bt206
million) to lease transponders from
foreign satellite operators to serve
customers before the Thaicom 5
launch, instead of remitting the
whole amount to the Transport
Ministry, which was in charge of the
satellite’s concession at the time.

Asaresult of ureparable damage
to the Thaicom 3 satellite in 2003,
Thaicom received insurance pro-
ceeds of $33 million, which was
placed in an escrow account in
Singapore.

It used most ofthe money to make
adown payment for the construction
and launch of Thaicom 5 and tolease
transponders until the launch of
Thaicom 5.

Chaiyan takes the view that
Thaicom has wused the insurance
funds to continue expanding its
satellite business.

He also said Thailand was wait=|
ing for the International Telecom-
munication Union officially to
recognise Thailand’s continued right
tousethe50.5degrees eastlongitude
orbital slot, after Thaicom’s recent
positioning of an interim satellite at
that slot. The ITU recognition is
expected next year. ;

The previous = government
assigned Thaicom to seek interim
satellites tofill the 120 degrees and
50.5 degrees east slots in the gov-
ernment’s effort to preserve the
country’s legal right to use these
orbital slots before the right expires.

Thaicom chief executive officer
Suphajee Suthumpun said yesterday
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that Thaicom placed an interim
satellite at the 50.5 degrees slot on
August 27. The country's right to this
slot is due to expire next month.

Thaicom and Hong Kong’s Asia
Satellite Telecommunication joint-
ly placed an interim satellite at the
120 degrees slot late last year.

In June thig year the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission’s telecom com-
mittee approved a satellite network
licenee for Thaicom, allowing it to
operate anyofits satellitesin the 120
degrees slot,
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