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BBTYV files suit with NACC

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Bangkok Broadcasting and Television Co
(BBTV), the operator of Channel 7, has
filed a complaint with the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC), accusing
three broadcasting commissioners of abuse
of power in their handling of the Channel
3 dispute.

In the complaint, BRTV claimsthe abuse
of power led to damages at the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC). The three broadcast-
ing commissioners are Lt Gen Peerapong
Manalij, Thawatchai Chitrapanun and
Supinya Klangnarong.

The move follows the broadcasting dis-
pute between Channel 3 and the NBTC that
ended in October with Channel 3 agreeing
to do a simulcast and bring its analogue
content to air digitally on its Channel 33
HD. The Central Administrative Court
helped to mediate the dispute.

The NBTC approved the move even
though BEC World, the operator of Chan-
nel 3, uses two different entities to hold the
analogue TV concession (Bangkok Enter-
tainment Co) and digital TV licences (BEC
Multimedia Co).

Channel 3 faced the threat of a blackout
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on Sept 1after the NBTC amended its must-
carry rule on Feb 3, ordering platform
operators to drop analogue channels that
did not do simulcasts and migrate digitally.

ABBTV source said the NBTC approval
for Channel 3 to do a simulcast using dif-
ferent entities violates broadcasting regu-
lations, costing the state 3 billion baht in
revenue from licence fees because both
entities should pay for licences.

Channels 7 and 9 did simulcasts with
the same entity holding both the analogue
concession and digital TV licence. Under
the Broadcasting Act and the Frequency
Allocation Act, a TV licence is exclusive to
the granted licence holder, which must run
the channel on its own without transferring
the rights.

BBTV believes this means the NBTC
approval violated two laws and created
unfair competition in the digital TV ind us-
try. At the latest NACC meeting, the board
agreed to accept the BBTV complaint.

The Supreme Court ruled earlier that
eventhough each element of the two com-
panies were the same, they were different
entities by law.

BBTV also filed a lawsuit about clearer
annual fee payments in the Central Admin-
istrative Court earlier.

Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/First Page
Date: Friday 5 December 2014

Volume: 39 No: 54247 Page: 1B(Right)
Col.Inch: 20.91  Ad Value: 31,365 PRValue (x3): 94,095

Headline: NACC accepts BBTV petition to probe Ch3

Clip: Full Color

NACC accepts
BBTV petition
to probe Ch3

THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Anti-Corruption
Commission has accepted a case
lodged by Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television against three commission-
ers of the broadcasting regulator
after it allowed Channel 3 to simul-
cast its analog programmes via a ter-
restrial-based digital TV channel.

BBTV, which operates Channel 7,
posted onits website yesterday that
the decision by Supinya Klangnarong,
Thawatchai Jittrapanun and
Peerapong Manakit intentionally vio-
lated the broadcasting regulations
and was an abuse of function that
damaged the national interest.

On September 29, the broadcast-
ing committee of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) voted 3-2 to allow BEC-
Multimedia, which holds the licence
to operate 3HD, a digital channel, to
simulcast analog programmes of
Channel 3, whichis operated by its
affiliate Bangkok Entertainment. The
two members of the panel who
voted against were Natee Sukonrat
and Thaweesak Ngamsanga.

Channel 7 argues that the deci-
sion may be in violation of Article 43
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of the Frequency Allocation Act,
which states that the holder of a
spectrum licence cannot transfer its
spectrum ownership to other parties.
Bangkok Entertainment is separate
from BEC-Multimedia.

It further claims that the decision -
breaches the NBTC rule obliging the
TV licence holder to produce at least
60 per cent of its own programming.

Channel 7holds a licencetoruna
digital TV channel while airing analog
programmes under a broadcasting
concession with the Army. -

BEC-Multimedia holds three
licences to run digital channels 13, 28
and 33, while Bangkok
Entertainment runs Channel 3 analog
under a broadcasting concession with
MCOT. i

Channel 7 claimed that the simul-
cast of Channel 3 on digital TV chan-
nel 33 could damage national bene-
fits from licence fees, approximating
Bt3 billion.

Inresponse to thisissue, Supinya
tweeted that BEC-Multimediahad a
right to simulcast Channel 3's analog
programmes on its own digital chan-
nel because it was the licence holder.
On the other hand, Bangkok
Entertainment is not a holderofa
digital TV licence, so the broadcast
committee could not allow it tousea
digital TV channel, which is operated
by BEC-Multimedia, for the simulcast.

She also explained that though
BEC-Multimedia was a separate enti-
ty from Bangkok Entertainment, both
companies were managed by the
same owner, BEC World. :
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Prayut urges 4G spectrum
auctions as soon as possible

WORKING COMMITTEE
LAYS OUT GOALS FOR
IMPLEMENTING
‘DIGITAL ECONOMY"

ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

PRIME MINISTER General Prayut
Chan-o-cha said yesterday that he
supported the plan to auction spec-
trum licences as soon as possible
nextyear for fourth-generation cel-,
lular service, as well the establish-
ment of a national broadband net-
work and a national data centre.

He made the remark during a
seminar on the “digital economy”
hosted by Post Today newspaper.

Deputy Prime Minister MR
Pridiyathorn Devakula announced
at the same seminar the govern-
ment’s goals for the digital econo-
my, which is aimed at boosting the
country’s competitiveness.

Prayut said the government
would promote the utilisation of
digital technology in all aspects and
all sectorsinorderto accelerate eco-
nomic growth. The elderly and dis-
abled would also benefit from the
digital economy, he claimed.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) had planned to hold aue-
tions for new spectrum licences this
year but the junta ordered a sus-
pension, pendingits complete ¢lar-
ification of the plan with the junta.

Since then, private mobile-
phoneoperators have urged the gov-

DIGITAL ECONOMY GOALS

The government's Digital Economy Working Committee yesterday disclosed
several goals under the plan to make Thailand a “digital economy”.

m To make a fibre-optics network accessible by all villages within a year

m To make fixed-line broadband Internet accessible by all households

‘within a year

- To.mia)l_«é a fibre-optics network accessible to all homes within three 'yc_eirg,_

m To set up 30-40 government data centres nationwide within three

months

= To submit to the National Legislative Asgénmbly next month a draft law td
establish a "Digital Economy Committee” to be chaired by the prime
minister and a draft law to restructure the ministries and agencies
relevant to the digital economy. The law establishing the Digital
Economy Committee will also establish a Digital Economy Office as the
permanent secretariat of the committee. The law to restructure relevant
ministries will rename and reorganise the ICT Ministry as the Digital for

Economy and Society Ministry.

Source: Digital Economy Working Committee

ernment to make these auctions
happen assoon as possibletoenable
them to use the spectra to enhance
their 4G wireless broadband serv-
ice.
Information and
Communications  Technology
Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said
legislation was needed to establish
a “Digital Economy Committee”,
chaired by Prayut. This Digital
Economy for Economy and Social
Act is expected to be submitted for
the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) next month,

A Digital Economy Office will
function as the permanent secre-
tariat for the Digital Economy
Committee.
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The Digital Economy Committee
will have five subcommittees to
oversee hard infrastructure, soft
infrastructure, service infrastruc-
ture, digital-economy promotion,
and a digital society, including
knowledge resources. Pornchaisaid
all existing fibre-optic networks
would have to be integrated.

Kosol Petchsuwan, amember of
the working committee, said that
according to the NBTC, the fibre-
optic networks of 16 licensed com-
panies covered about 500,000
square kilometres, and their com-
bined length was 200,000 kilome-
tres. Currently, each of them uses
only 10 per cent of capacity on
average.
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Pornchai said a National Infor--
mation Centre would be needed to
coordinate statistical information
and to establish a National Data
Centre. .

Nextyear, the ICT Ministry plans
to spend Bt3.7 billion on four main
schemes to support the digital-
economy plan. Theyare an ICT sys-
tem for schools in border areas
(Bt95 million); an enterprise
resource planning cloud for small
and medium-sized enterprises
(Bt940 million); a national API
(application programming inter-
face) platform to encourage the
innovation development (Bt144
million); and a system for hosting
surveillance-camera information
(Bt70 million).

Pornchai said two draft laws
would be submitted to the NLA next
month, one to set up the Digital
Economy Committee and the other
to restructure and rename relevant
ministries. Another six draft laws
will be submitted later.

Djitt Laowattana, another mem-
ber of the working committee, said
the government data centres could
beestablished within three months.
These would require about 80,000
racks of servers to run 30-40 data
centresof 2,000 square metreseach
indifferent parts of the country. This
would require about Bt30 billion.

“The three priority sectors that
will immediately benefit from the
digital economy plan are the finan-
cial and capital market sector; the
manufacturing sector; and the edu-
cation sector,” he said.
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