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T ion bid
hits th |
to provide telecom services for the public
Regulator resolute on  suchaswiri.
F s : “We also need to keep some spectra
auctlonlng bandWldth for our own use to help relieve our ailing
financial status,” the source said.
But ACM Thares said spectrum auc-
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA tions were considered best practice at the
international level.
The telecom regulator has once again The NBTC is on the verge of over-
turned down a state enterprise’s pro- hauling the Frequency Allocation Act to
posal that would let it continue to hold remove several impractical sections and
the 900-megahertz spectrum for 10 years  optimise spectrum use.
after its concession ends for the sake of The regulator initially planned to auc-
national security and the economy. tion 25 MHz of bandwidth on the 1800-

TOT Plc¢, backed by the Information ~ MHz spectrum previously used by True
and Communication Technology Minis- Move and Digital Phone in August.
try, proposed keeping 17.5 MHz of band- Anotherauction for 17.5 MHz of band-
width on the 900-MHz spectrum for 10 width on the 900-MHz spectrum used by
years after its concession with Advanced  Advanced Info Service was scheduled for
Info Service (AIS) expires next September.  this month.

This would let TOT and the ministry But the military regime in July ordered
jointly manage and provide wireless ser-  the NBTC to suspend the planned 4G
vices related to the government’s digital ~ spectrum auctions for a year in a move
economy policy. aimed at examining the transparency and

The state telecom enterprise also functionality of the regulator.
said it could keep the spectrum after the ACM Thares said 4G spectrum alloca-
concession expires, citing permission  tion, either through an auction method
received under the defunct National Tel-  or beauty contest, could promote GDP
ecommunications Commission. growth, serve the digitally driven econ-

ACM Thares Punsri, chairman of the = omy and reduce the digital divide.
National Broadcasting and Telecommu- The NBTC is under negotiation with
nications Commission (NBTC), insists  spectrum holders and reclaiming all
that the proposal would not bring optimal ~ unused spectra for re-auction in com-
benefit to the public. pliance with the Frequency Allocation

He believes that the planned spectrum  Act, he said.
auction of both 900- and 1800-MHz spec- TOT holds 64 MHz of bandwidth on
tra to provide fourth generation (4G) wire-  the 2.3-gigahertz spectrum, which is now
less broadband service mustcomplywith ~ unused. TOT has also asked the NBTC if
Section 45 of the Frequency Allocation it could keep half of the total 64 MHz to
Act. The Act stipulates that spectra be  provide 4G wireless broadband service.
allocated only through auctions. TOT has declined to hand over the 470-

“A spectrum auction would create 694 MHz frequency range to the NBTC,
greater benefit for the overall economy  which wants to reallocate the range to
and related industries than the state the broadcasting industry.
enterprises holding onto them for their Analogue TV broadcasters use 700
own operations,” ACM Thares said. MHz, but the NBTC wants to reclaim it

A TOT source argued that as a state  for reallocation and let broadcasters use
enterprise, TOT should hold some spectra  the 470-694 MHz band.
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NBTC looks to widen digital voucher scheme

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THENATIONAL Broadtastingand
Telecommunications Commission is
planning to extend its digital-TV
subsidy to 6.9 million more house-
holds to ensure universal access to
the new broadcasting service.
Supinya Klangnarong, the com-
missionerresponsible for consumer
‘rights protection, said yesterday that
her committee was also studying the
possibility of providing a subsidy to
the estimated 79,000 householdsin
the less privileged group, including
low-income earners and slum

dwellers, to help them access digi-
tal terrestrial television.

It is difficult to define such a
group -so it may take some time to
set up a subsidy scheme for them. It
might take the form of on-site reg-
istration for eligible households,
rather than the discount coupons
being distributed to regular house-
holds.

Another group that the commit-
tee is considering is the 6.9 million
new households included in the
national census but without details
onthe members of those newhouse-
holds.

“If we find that those 6.9 million
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new residences can be eligible for
this subsidy, the committee will add
the group to the second phase of dig-
ital TV coupon distribution,” she
said.

In the second phase, the NBTC
will distribute 4 million Bt690
vouchers to 21 more provinces next
month to be used to purchase a dig-
ital TV receiver.

Early last month, the NBTC sent
out the first 4.6 million vouchers to
21 provinces including Greater
Bangkok.

About 650,000 coupons have
been redeemed mainly for TV set-
top boxes.
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EC WARNS TWO
POLITICAL PARTIES

The Election Commission has
warned two political parties that have
joined forces with Crown Tech Advance
todistribute its AJ digital TV set-top
ib-:mes that this might breach election
aw. -
Thanit Sriprathet, deputy secre-
tary-general of the commission, said
yesterday that such activity could bein
violation of election law, as political
parties are not allowed to be involved
with any business activities.

However, Crown Tech Advance,
which'has declined to reveal the
names of the two major palitical par-
ties in question, yesterday reported to
the Stock Exchange of Thailand that
its business activities did not offend
any law, particularly those related to
the Nation Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasit called for the company to
report the details of the deals with the
two political parties today at his office.
—The Nation
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AIS launches flexible YOU! Mobile service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Info Service yesterday
introduced YOU! Mobile, a new con-
cept of online mobileservices that gives
customers the freedom to design their
own package and later swap between
the data and voice elements, as part of
its goal to become the country’s digital-
life service provider within the next
three years.

AlSclaimsthat theflexible-useserv-
ice is the first of its kind in the world.

Meanwhile, the company wants the
government to approve the auction of
4G spectrum licences as soon as possi-
ble, as being granted such a licence is
one means of enabling AIS to serve the
government’s plan to create a full digi-
tal-economy landscape.

Pratthana Leelapanang, AIS execu-
tive vice president - marketing, said the
launch of YOU! Mobile marked the

half-way point of becomingthe digital-
life service provider.

The goal wasannounced by AIS chief
executive officer Somchai Lertsutiwong
onthedayhetookofficein Julythisyear.

YOU! Mobile allows customers to
design their voice and Internet data
package by themselves, and gives them
the flexibility to swap between the two
elements in order to receive the best
value for money based on their indi-
vidual needs and usage.

The service is currently only being
offered to new subscribers, who have to
insert a YOU! Mobile SIM card into
their smart phone in order to use it. It
will later be extended to include other
services.

AIS targets about 1 million users of
the new service by the end of next year,
said the executive.

Chief operating officer Hui Weng
Cheong said: “2014 is the year that the
telecommunication service market has
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changed to the digital life more clearly,
because digital and online are playing
arole in everything in our lives, and all
around us. Thailand has the second-

biggest [rate of ] social-media usage in

the world. This is a clear sign that Thai
consumersare ready forthe digital life.”

Meanwhile, Pratthana said AIS
wanted the government to approve the
auction process for 4G licences as soon
as possible, which would facilitate AIS
in serving the government’s goal of
achieving a full digital economy.

Earlier, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
planned to auction licences for the
1,800MHz spectrum, which can be
used to provide 4G service, and the
900MHz spectrum this year.

However, the National Council for
Peace and Order ordered the watchdog
to suspend the schedule, pending its
complete clarification of the plans to
the junta.
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