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Superboard panel probes NBTC’s handling of KMITL contracts

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THECOMMITTEE tasked with eval-
uatingtheNational Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission
has asked the watchdog to clarify
within seven days the alleged irregu-
larities regarding its granting of
almost two dozen contracts to King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
Ladkrabang over three years.
Prasert Apipunya, a member of
the panel inspecting the NBTC’s
performance, said yesterday that if
the regulator failed to give a satis-
factory answer, the junta-appoint-

ed committee monitoring and
inspecting state spending would be
asked to look into this case.

Prasert said his committee,
known as the “superboard”, wanted
to know why the NBTC awarded
contracts to the institute frequent-
ly during a certain short period of
time and whether it deliberately
split projects into many small con-
tracts.

The NBTC chairman can approve
a project worth up to Bt50 million,
while the NBTC secretary-general
can approve one of up to Bt20 mil-
lion. A project worth more than
Bt50 million requires the NBTC’s

approval. According to the commit-
tee,the NBTC awarded 22 contracts
to KMITL worth Bt275 million over
threeyears, of which 11 contracts for
Bt80 million were granted last
year.

Lastyearalone the licensing body
awarded 35 contracts for Bt104-mil-
lion to five universities, of which
eight contracts for Bt20 million
went to Chulalongkorn, 13 for Bt53
million to Thammasat, two for Bt8
million to Burapha and one for Bt3
million to the National Institute of
Development Administration.

On December 26, 2013, the
NBTC gave a Bt49.9-million con-

tract to KMITLto develop manage-
ment systems for finances and
accounting, revenue, and assets and
procurement. And just onedaylater,
it awarded a Bt49.91-million con-
tract to the institute to develop a
human-resources management sys-
tem.

One month later,the NBTC com-
missioned KMITL for Bt19.97 mil-
lion to act as the consultant for a
study of a project to treat electron-
ic and telecom product waste.

In March of last year, the NBTC
engaged the institute for Bt14.97
million tobeits consultantin study-
ing how to adopt the Internet

News ID: C-150305003023 (5 Mar 15/05:51)
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Protocol version 6 system for its
office.

The committee also questioned
whether it was the NBTC’s mission
tostudy some projects. Forexample,
the NBTC hired KMITL for Bt7.95
million in September 2013 to be the
consultant on its study of certain
encryption methods for the second-
generation cellular system, even
though the country was poised to
auction 3G licences the following
month.

The Prasert committee was ini-

tiated under the Frequency
Allocation Act to appraise the
NBTC’s performance.
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