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NBTC will
vet users for
cheaper 4G

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator will screen
low-income earners and disabled citizens
in housing registration to determine eligi-
bility for low-priced fourth-generation (4G)
wireless broadband.

Up to 100,000 disabled Thais and tens of
thousandswith an average monthly income
of less than 10,000 baht are expected to
qualify for the special mobile tariff privi-
leges, said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

Thewinningbidders in the 4G spectrum
auction must provide special tariff pack-
ages for these two groups as a condition of
receiving a licence.

The requirement is aimed at promot-
ing broadband internet access, narrowing
the digital divide and ensuring the auction
benefits all people.

The NBTC will work closely with the
Interior Ministry to identify who is quali-
fied to access 4G networks cheaply, Mr
Takorn said.

Under the 4G licence requirement, 4G
tariff rates must be lower than existing 3G
service charges. Operators must also roll
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out extra-low tariff packages for disabled
people and low-income earners.

The 4G rates will have to be set at less
than 82 satang a minute for voice service
and 28 satang a megabyte for data service
— the current maximum 3G rates.

In turn, the rates for disabled and low-
income earners must be lower than the
normal 4G rates.

“The NBTC’s telecom committee will
consider these conditions for the 4G spec-
trum auction this weelc and expects to
approve them by Aug 19,” Mr Takorn said.

The NBTC has urged mobile operators to
provide moreaffordable mobile broadband
internet service to comply with the gov-
ernment’s policy of promoting broadband
access and supporting the development of
Thailand’s digital economy.

Mr Takorn said mobile operators could
also add more capacity to their existing
3G networks to serve skyrocketing mobile
data use.

The draft of the 4G auction design
requires the winning bidders to expand
their 4G networls to cover 40% of the
population within four years of receiving
alicence.

The NBTC plans to auction 50 mega-
hertz of bandwidth on the 1800- and 900-
MHz spectra in November — two licences
of 15 MHz each on the 1800-MHz spec-
trum and two of 10 MHz each on the 900-
MHz spectrum.

The auction of the two licences on the
1800-MHz spectrum is set to take place on
Nov 11, while the sale of the two licences
for the 900-MHz spectrum should be held
onNov 10,11 or12.
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DTAC urges NBTC
to rethink cap
on bandwidth

THE NATION

THE PLAN by the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to limit how
much bandwidth each telecom can
own might mean they don’t have
enough to provide adequate service,
Total Access Communication (DTAC)
said yesterday.

Thebandwidth capisalsonotinline
with the government’s “digital econo-
my” policy, DTAC said in a statement.
The company will soon submit its
views on the spectrum cap for the
NBTC'’s consideration.

The spectrum cap is part of the
NBTC’s draft of the rules governing
the upcoming auctions of licences for
the 1,800- and 900-megahertz spec-
tra, aiming to prevent hoarding. The
draft rules limit the total bandwidth
each telecom operator can own at
60MHz. The bid winners would be
required to hand over part of their
bandwidthiftheyend up exceedingthe
maximum after theauction. Theexcess
would be transferred to the NBTC or
the state telecom agencies.

According to DTAC, Thailand has
to ensure the availability of sufficient
telecom bandwidth in response to the
soaring demand for wireless broad-
band services, particularly at this time
when the government has been pro-
moting a “digital economy”.

In DTAC's view, the holding of
bandwidth by telecom operators
should notberegarded ashoarding, as
they have the right to such holdings
under the relevant laws.

Moreover, the telecom sector is in
a period of transition from the state
concession system to the NBTClicens-
ing system. As this transition has yet
tobe completed, the telecom operators
have been utilising bandwidth under
both systems, but that does not mean
they have hoarded the bandwidth to
stem market competition, DTAC said.

DTAC suggested thatbefore impos-
ing a spectrum cap, the NBTC should
map out how much bandwidth will be
reallocated, and when.
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