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AWN proposes that NBTC award it
Jas’s forfeited 900MHz licence

AIS SUBSIDIARY WILLING TO PAY THE SAME PRICE OF BT75.654 BILLION; NBTC BOARD TO CONSIDER OFFER TODAY

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SUGREE MANCHAINIMIT
THE NATION

ADVANCED Wireless Network
(AWN), a subsidiary of Advanced
Info Service (ALS), has proposed to
the telecom regulator that it award
a 900MHz licence to AWN, which
iswilling to pay Bt75.654 billion for
it, the same price Jas
Mobile Broadband quot-
ed to win this licence in
last December’s auction.
Jas later defaulted on
the initial instalment of
the upfront fee for the
band, and therebylost the
right to obtain the licence.
AWN sent a confiden-
tial letter on the matter to
the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission office yester-
day. The NBTC board will consider
the AWN proposal today.
It will also consider the schedule
for a new auction for the licence.
If the NBTC agrees with its pro-
posal, AWN will hold a sharehold-
ers’ meeting to ask for approval to
buythelicence, but it could take two
months to arrange such a meeting,.
AWN also proposed tothe NBTC
that while waiting for the share-

SOMKIAT

holders’ approval, the regulator
should consider allowing AIS to
continue serving its subscribers on
the 900-megahertz band until
AWN obtains the licence.

AIS recently asked the NBTC to
extend the deadline for switching
off its second-generation cellular
service on the 900MHz band from
April 14 to June 30, citing the need
for more time to
migrate the remain-
ing subscribers to
other networks.

The telecom com-
mittee plans to hold
anewauction for the
900MHz licence on
June 24.

It set the mini-
mum starting bid at
Bt75.654  billion,
which was Jas’s win-
ning bid in
December.

An NBTC source said the com-
mission might have to ask for per-
mission from the government to call
in AWN for negotiations on buying
the licence at the Jas price.

If AWN were to change its mind
and decline to buy it at that price,
the NBTC would call in Total Access
Communication subsidiary DTAC
TriNet, and then TrueMove H
Universal Communication (TUC) of

News ID: C-160405003065 (5 Apr 16/05:50)
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True Corp.

Atthe Decemberauction, AWN’s
final bid for Slot 2 of the licence
packages up for grabs was Bt75.976
billion, while that of DTAC for Slot
1 was Bt70.180 billion. TUC pro-
posed Bt73.72 billion for Slot 1
before it switched to compete for
Slot 2 and won by bidding Bt76.3
billion.

AIS had operated its 2G service
on Slot 1 before the NBTC reclaimed

it for auction. Jas Mobile won this
slot but failed to pay the first instal-
ment of the upfront licence fee.

AIS has 8.2 million 2G sub-
scribers, of whom 7.8 million are on
AWN but still roam with AIS’s
900MHz network.

Earlier the NBTC telecom com-
mittee ordered ATS to shut down the
service on March 15 at midnight but
the company sought a Central
Administrative Court injunction
against the order.

The court granted the injunction

to compel the telecom committee to
allow AIS to continue using

900MHz until April 14.
Thailand Development Research
Institute  president Somkiat

Tangkivanich said the regulator
should quickly call a new auction of
this 900MHz band.

As long as it delays the bid, the
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spectrum’s value is estimated to

decline by Bt5 billion per year on
average. He added that holding off

until June was still too slow, as it
would affect the existing 900MHz
subscribers.

Somkiat said thatifa private tele-
com operator could reach a part-
nership with a state agency to offer
a service jointly on that state
agency’s spectrum, the private oper-
ator might decide not to enter the
newauction ofthe 900OMHz licence.
If there is no meaningful competi-
tion at the auction, the outcome is
likely to be a lower final price.

AIS recently signed a memoran-

dum of understanding with TOT to
provide 3G cellular on the state
agency’s 2.1-gigahertz band on a
non-commercial trial basis.

Somkiat disagreed with the
NBTC plan to keep the 900MHz
band for one yearin the case that no
one joins the new auction, as the
spectrum’s value would gradually
decline. One way out of this dilem-
ma is for the commission to see if
any of the unsuccessful bidders at
the previous auction is willing to pay
what Jas bid for it in December, as
long as no other party opposes such
a payment.

He added that it was within the
NBTC’s purview to realise the opti-
mal use of the spectrum for the max-
imum public interest.

Meanwhile, a consumer-protec-
tion network yesterday asked the
licensing body to review its resolu-
tion to keep the 900MHz band for
oneyearifnoonejoinsthe newauc-
tion. The group said this would
amount to a delay of the use of this
precious spectrum.

In addition, the schedule to hold
the new auction in June means the
NBTCwill fail to deal with the shut-
down of AIS’s 900MHz service on
April15, which will affect its 2G sub-
scribers on that spectrum.

The group will submititsideasto
the NBTC today.

AWN ALSO PROPOSED TO THE NBTC THAT WHILE WAITING
FOR THE SHAREHOLDERS’ APPROVAL, THE REGULATOR
SHOULD CONSIDER ALLOWING AIS TO CONTINUE SERVING ITS
SUBSCRIBERS ON THE 900-MEGAHERTZ BAND UNTIL AWN
OBTAINS THE LICENCE.
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