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NBTC, Channel 3 told to talk

BEC World refuses
to comply with order

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha has
instructed the telecom regulator to have
serious talks with Channel 3 operator BEC
World Plc to solve the broadcasting crisis
for the analogue channel.

The National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO) will oversee the talks. A

solution must follow the legal framework
and benefit Thais.

The crisis stems from the broadcasting
committee of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission on
Monday resolving to end the free status for
analogue Channel 3 the day after its 100-
day extension period expired.

The channel did not comply with the
resolution, claiming NCPO announcement
No.27 allowed it to air on all platforms. All
platform operators have complied with
the announcement. If the NBTC's resolu-
tion is implemented, satellite and cable
TV operators cannot carry Channel 3, in

accordance with the amended must-carry
rule, meaning 70% ofthe nation could not
watch analogue Channel 3.

The NBTC said it intended to push
forward with the digital transition, as
Thailand had 24 digital TV channels. Six
analogue channels — Channels 3, 5, 7, 9
and 11 plus Thai PBS — have been encour-
aged to migrate to broadcast digital signals
through a simulcast.

Channel 3 does not want to simulcast,
saying its concession with MCOT Plc
allowed it to broadcast on the analogue
system until 2020.

Yesterday, BEC World provided three
reasons why Channel 3 would not simul-
cast, First, Banglkol Entertainment Co, a
subsidiary of BEC World, which holds the
Channel 3 concession, did not join the digi-
tal TV auctions due to the strict conditions
by MCOT, the concession owner. Thus,
Channel 3 does nothave a digital TV licence.

Second, BEC Multimedia Ltd, another
subsidiary, holds the digital TV licences.
If Channel 3 migrates all its content to
digital, it will violate the NBTC’s regula-
tion for using different juristic persons for
digital broadcasts.

Third, Channel 3 holds many copyrights,
and the migration may viclate its contracts

with rights owners. Moreover, it does not
want to pay duplicate concession fees and
annual fees. Channel 3 claims transferring
its content to air digitally would cost 8 bil-
lion baht due to taxes among subsidiaries
in the group.

NBTC member Supinya Klangnarong
said Channel 3 should migrate its existing
content to air digitally, allowing Channel
3'scontent to air via satellite and cable sys-
tems as usual under the must-carry rule,
leaving itwith the same number of viewers.
“Otherwise it should get a pay-TV licence
and halve its ad airtime to six minutes an
hour” she said.

News ID: C-140906001072 (6 Sep 14/06:18) Page: 1/1

7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Saturday 6 September 2014

Volume: 39 No: 54157 Page: 1A(Top Left)
Col.Inch: 9.68 Ad Value: 14,520 PRValue (x3): 43,560

Headline: Broadcast watchdog told to deal with issues

Clip: Full Color

Broadcast watchdog
told to deal with issues

THE NATION

PRIME MINISTER General Prayuth Chan-ocha yester-
day asked the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and other
concermned agencies to address quickly issues related
to 'gi'ievision broadcasting, in the best interests of the
public. _

Over the past week, the NBTC has been engaged
ina dispute over broadcasts of Channel 3's analog
programmes.

Speaking on his “Return Happiness to Thai
People” programme last night, Prayuth said the
NBTC must find a solution in accordance with laws.

“Operators should think of the benefits that the
people will receive from gaining access to viewing
television and information on all systems,” he said.

He added that the NBTC would expedite the dis-
tribution of set-top-box vouchers so that the digital
television industry can move forward.
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Crisis at Channel 3 drags on

MEETING OF NBTC PANEL ON DISPUTE OVER POPULAR ANALOG TV
STATION COLLAPSES AFTER 2 COMMISSIONERS FAIL TO SHOW UP

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE CRISIS stemming from the
broadcast of Channel 3 analog pro-
grammes on cable and satellite TV
has split the members of the nation-
al broadcast regulator into two
sides after a special meeting that
aimed to solve the problem
collapsed when two key commis-
sioners failed to show. s
Three of the five commissioners
on the broadcasting committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
appeared yesterday but failed to
issue an official notice informing
cable and satellite TV operators to
quitrunning Channel 3. Asan ana-
log broadcaster, it does not cornply
with the NBTC’s definition of free

TV, as the regulator pushes the
country into the digital era.

The special meeting was expect-
ed to hammer out a conclusion on
whether the NBTC would allow
cable/sat operators to continue car-
rying Channel 3’s analog signal. But
it was cancelled after the commis-
sion’s administrative ~ office
announced that Natee Sukonrat,
chairman of the broadcasting
panel, and Thaweesak Ngamsanga,
one ofthe panel members, were not
able to join the meeting.

Noexplanation for their absence
was given.

NBTC commissioner Supinya
Klangnarong said she and the two
other commissioners who attend-
ed the meeting, Thawatchai
Jittrapanun and = Peerapong
Manakit, would on Monday pro-
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- posetheissuingofan official notice

instructing operators to discontin-
ueairing Channel 3, with the notice
to be endorsed by the broadcasting
panel.

* “However, Channel 3 still has
two more days to negotiate with the
NBTC on this issue before it issues
the notice to cable and satellite TV
operators to discontinue carrying
it;” Supinya said.

‘thmtoauforamw

Thawatchai said Bangkok
Entertainment Company, the oper-
atorof Channel 3, also had achanece
to call for a remedy te the situation
if the company had trouble simul-
casting its analog programmes on
digital TV.

“We appreciate hearing the voice
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of BEC, and the NBTC will offer a
proper solution for the company in
order to prevent the blackout of
Channel 3 from the national broad-
casting system. But the solution
must be made under our existing
law,” Thawatchai said.

He said the NBTC wished to
support BEC fully, whether it want-
ed to simuleast its analog pro-
grammes on adigital channel oper-
ated by its sister company or
whether it opted to apply for a pay-
TV licence so the programmes
could be screened on cable and
satellite TV.

 Before yesterday’s meeting,
major cab/sat operators lodged an
open letter with the NBTC calling
for a clear guideline on the situa-
tion.

Theywanted to knowwhether or
not Channel 3 could be broadcast
ontheir platforms after the station’s

management declined to get -

around the digital-only definition
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of “free TV” by simulcasting on the
digital platform. :

Manop Tokanka, president of a
telephone and satellite TV associ-
ation, said that if Channel 3 were
not available, it would create a cri-
sis in the broadcasting industry,
because more than 15 million
households watched its pro-
grammes on cable and satellite TV.

“Channel 3 is one of‘the most
popular TV stations in the
Kingdom,” Manop said. “If we do
not broadcast Charinel 3, cable/sat
operators might run into trouble, as
well as the audience.

“This mighthave abigimpacton
cable/sat operators’ business, and
on their viewers nationwide.”

Charoen Cable TV president
Wichit Aurareevorakul, who
appeared alongside Manop, said:
“I hope the discussion between
the two parties can come up with
a happy solution for everyone
affected.”
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New headquarters usher
in next era for Channel 5

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The Royal Thai Army, operator of Channel
5, hassetbecoming a broadeasting industry
hub with a focus on national security as its
top priority.

Channel 5 has been moving to become
a digital TV network provider for some of
its 24 digital channels and plans to become
the largest and best network provider in the
coming years.

Its analogue Channel 5 has also been
slowly migrating to broadcast via digital
signals through simulcast broadcasting,.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-Ocha,
who is also the army chief and president
of the armed forces” broadcasting execu-
tive committee, said Channel 5 would con-
tinue to play amedia role in strengthening
national security and supporting social fair-
ness and balance.

It will jointly develop a learning society
for Thais, preserve natural resources and
the environment and prevent corruption.
These missions are in line with the key
policies of the National Council for Peace

and Order.

The Royal Thai Army yesterday officially
opened its 2.6-billion-baht broadcasting
headquarters near the existing office build-
ing on Phahon Yothin Road in Banglok’s
Sanam Pao area to marlk the new era of
TV5.

The 20-storey tower is designed to sup-
port Channel 5's new role as a digital TV
network provider,

The station also produces its own TV
programming and broadcasts on the digi-
tal terrestrial system using high-definition
signals. Tt also has some personnel to serve
show-business interests.

The broadcasting headquarters have
four zones, with the first one reserved for
an auditorium and conference rooms.

The second zone is for offices, while the
third zone houses a news production oper-
ation, a data-archive centre and studios.

The last one is reserved for broadcasters
wanting to rent space for their productions.

This investment is aimed at provid-
ing full-scale broadcasting services rang-
ing from talent and other resources and
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studios to broadcasting infrastructure and
social communications.

“We hope Channel 5 will be a channel
to help communicate between government
agencies and Thais,” said Gen Prayuth.

Lt Gen Chartudom Titasiri, Channel 5's
director, said the building and two digi-
tal TV networks granted by the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission would compensate for the loss
resulting from its shift from a commercial-
to a public-purpose channel.

With the positioning change, Channel 5
is gradually transforming itself to become
a public TV channel within a five-year
period, and 75% of its content is informative
and the rest variety.

“Channel 5 expects to lose 15% of its
revenue from the repositioning this year,”
Lt Gen Chartudom said.

As of June 30, Channel 5 accounted for
16.9% or 9.6 billion baht of advertising
spending on TV, according to Nielsen Co
(Thailand).

Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha
presides over the
opening of Channel
5's new 20-storey
headquarters in
Bangkok’s Sanam
Pao area to mark
the network’s new
era, with Interior
Minister Anupong
Paojinda (right)
and Deputy Prime
Minister and
Defence Minister
Prawit Wongsuwan
looking
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