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Chaiyod Chirabowornkul, left, chief executive officer of The White Space, and Pakorn Pannachate, right, chief marketing
officer, yesterday introduce ‘Senior’ and ‘Youngster’ SIM cards for older adults and teenagers who love to make phone calls
as much as to surf the Internet to chat with family members and loved ones and have fun with all social media.

The White Space hopes to reac
500,000 subscribers by year-en

MVNO ZERQS IN ON MARKET NICHES FOR GROWTH

The Senior SIM also offers a free

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE WHITE Space, known for its
Penguin cellular service, is targeting
500,000 subscribers by year-end, up
from 300,000 now, after launching
the service in March.

Pakorn Pannachate, chief market-
ing officer, said yesterday that the
market for mobile-phone service still
had room to grow for mobile virtual
network operators (MVNOs) like The
White Space.

The company has zeroed in on

market nichesto avoid the fierce com-
petition among mobile-service oper-
ators.

Yesterday Penguin introduced
“Senior” and “Youngster” SIM cards
for those at both ends of the age spec-
trum to make phone calls as much as
to surf the Internet for chatting and
connecting to social media.

The two cards come with prepaid
packages of calls and Internet usage
at a monthly cost of up to Bt300 for
seniors and Bt199-Bt399 for young-
sters.

News ID: C-161006003058 (6 Oct 16/06:15)
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LMG Insurance policy paying up to
Bt10,000 for loss of life due to acci-
dents.

Penguin aims to break even with a
million users next year.

The White Space has registered
capital of Bt421 million.

It is investing Bt100 million on
business development, of which Bt40
million is set for marketing campaigns
and activities. Its average revenue per
user is Bt140 per month.

It has a partnership with CAT
Telecom and uses the state enterprise’s
third-generation network on the 850-
megahertzspectrum to provideits cel-
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Headline: The White Space hopes to reach 500,000 subscribers by year-end MVNO ZEROS IN ON...

lular service.

The country has some 30 MVNOs
with a National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) licence, but only 10 or fewer
are active.

The White Space was founded by a
group of former executives of Total
Access Communication (DTAC). It
has 1.2 million mobile-phone num-
bers, of which 700,000 were recent-
ly assigned to it by the NBTC.
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NBTC urged to be open on
spectrum auction pricing

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

Second-ranked mobile operator Total
Access Communication (DTAC) has called
on Thai authorities to review the existing
telecom spectrum pricing methods and set
an appropriate economic value to avoid
disrupting existing business plans.

“We would like to have more clarity
on the methodology NBTC is employing
to come up with a 45-billion-baht valu-
ation for 15 megahertz of bandwidth on
the 1800MHz spectrum,” said DTAC chief
executive Lars Norling.

Mr Norling comments are in response to
the regulator’s plan to auction the 1800MHz
mobile spectrum now used by DTAC in July
2018, two months before the expiry of
the concession.

DTAC’s concession to provide 2G
mobile service on 45MHz of bandwidth
on the 1800Mhz band will expire in Sep-
tember 2018.

The auctions of the 45MHz of band-
width will be split into 15MHz each, with
three licences.

The NBTC has set a reserve price of the
1800MHz spectrum auction at 3 billion baht
per megahertz, or 45 billion baht for 15MHz
of bandwidth.

The auctions are expected to gener-
ate at least 135 billion baht in revenue for
the state.

The NBTC said the reserve price of the
2018 auctions is based on the winning price
of the previous 1800MHz licence auctions
in 2015, to ensure fair competition.

“This proposed pricing would be
three times the reserve price of last
year’s 1800MHz spectrum auctions,” said

News ID: C-161006001093 (6 Oct 16/05:18)
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Mr Norling.

Last year, the NBTC auctioned off two
licences for the 1800MHz spectrum, each
containing 15MHz of bandwidth. True
Move H Universal Communication, a
subsidiary of third-ranked True Move, won
the first licence for 39.8 million baht, while
Advanced Wireless Network, a subsidiary of
mobile leader AIS, won the second licence
for 40.9 billion baht.

Its rivals, AIS and True Move, won two
4G licences each on both the 1800MHz and
900MHz spectra last year.

Mr Norling said the valuation method-
ology and the data pertaining to the cal-
culations should be clear and open
to public comments. DTAC will cooperate
and provide input should such data be
made available.

In general, Mr Norling said spectrum
prices in Thailand have been extremely
high and, in fact, an outlier compared with
other countries.

Ultimately, world record prices for spec-
tra will put Thailand at a disadvantage
because paying for these high prices and
remaining profitable will be an unsustain-
able goal for the industry, he said. If prices
go unchecked, there will be an abundance
of unused spectra, which will be a barrier
to the government’s ambitions to become
a strong digital economy by 2020.

Holding early auctions is an effective
measure to ensure proper planning by
existing and potential operators, and will
allow for spectrum sharing and trading,
said Mr Norling.

For Thai people to be competitive in a
digital world, Thailand needs to develop a
clear spectrum roadmap, he said.
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