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Headline: Radio jamming risks on radar

Radio jamming risks on radar

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) joined
forces yesterday with the Transport Min-
istry to address the problem of commu-
nity radio transmissions disrupting avia-
tion communications.

The two sides signed a memorandum
of understanding to work together in solv-
ing the issue, which has created a risk to
aviation safety.

Aeronautical Radio of Thailand (Aer-
othai) reports receiving 100-300 com-
plaints about radio frequency jamming
each month.

Complaints are on the rise because
of the increasing number of Thai-regis-
tered airlines.

Sanong Mingcharoen, president of the
Thai Pilots Association, said the radio jam-
ming problem had been occurring for a
long time and was likely to worsen.

“Community radio is one of four sources
of radio jamming that has affected aviation

safety in Thailand,” he said.

Radio jamming usually occurs during
take-off or landing, interrupting commu-
nications between the pilot and air traf-
fic control.

Thinnakorn Chuwong, director of air
traffic management at Aerothai, called on
the NBTC to tighten regulations to help
reduce the radio jamming problem.

He said the NBTC should jointly specify
the safe zone of air traffic with Aerothai
and have a band of reserved frequency for
emergency use.

Radio frequency jamming has not been
specified as an urgent problem by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization, but
Mr Thinnakorn said Thailand would be
wise to solve the issue before it harms the
entire aviation industry.

NBTC's secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said community radio remains a big
problem for the broadcasting industry.

The regulator struggles to govern the
many community stations thoroughly, so
radio frequency jamming occurs often.

Community radio emerged from
the 1997 constitution, which held that 20%
of radio frequencies must be set aside for
the people.

The phenomenon of community radio
took hold rapidly, resulting in a massive
number of operators.

The 6,000-7,000 community radio sta-
tions nationwide are being operated by 50
major operators, reflecting that community
radio is not really being used for commu-
nity purposes, said Mr Takorn.

For example, Buddhism-related asso-
ciations own more than 500 radio stations
and a majority of those are used for com-
mercial purposes.

The NBTC views the current penalties as
severe enough for those who create a jam-
ming signal that interrupts aviation com-
munications. Jammers are fined 5 million
baht and face five years in prison.

“But the main obstacle is weak legal
enforcement, which is why the radio jam-
ming problem still happens frequently,” Mr
Takorn said.
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251T IS, PROBABLY

NBTC has finally decided to have 25 mega-
hertz of bandwidth on the 1800-MHz spec-
trum for the first 4G auction in November. B3

NBTC settles on 2
MHz for 4G auction

DTAC, CAT given
week to cede 5 MHz

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator has finally
decided to auction 25 megahertz of band-
width on the 1800-MHz spectrum for the
country’s first fourth-generation (4G) sale
in November.

The telecom committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) approved its draft
auction designs for 1800-MHz band yes-
terday, said Col Settapong Malisuwan,
committee chairman.

However, he said the NBTC would
allow both CAT Telecom and DTAC to
complete their proposal this week to
return the unused five MHz on the 1800-
MHz spectrum to the regulator without
any conditions attached, which would be
before the public hearing on the details of
the 4G auction design on July 18.

If the portion is returned the auction
could be for 30 MHz of bandwidth.

“We will no longer wait for a commit-
ment from CAT Telecom and DTAC on
their proposal if both parties cannot com-
plete their bandwidth transfer within this
week,” said Col Settapong.

As originally planned, the NBTC will
auction two licences on the 1800-MHz
spectrum in November, with each licence
for 12.5 MHz.

The 25 MHz of bandwidth is from True
Move and Digital Phone Co, whose con-
cessions with CAT Telecom expired in
September 2013.

Col Settapong said it was important
for the NBTC to keep the 4G auctions on
schedule for this year.

The committee will submit the
approved draft auction designs to the
NBTC's board on July 14. A public hear-
ing will be aired on July 18 before they are
published in the Royal Gazette by October.

He said the committee did not add
the five MHz of bandwidth to the auction
because it has not received a firm com-
mitment from both parties.

The design for the 1800-MHz band
calls for a reserve price of 11.6 billion
baht per 12.5 MHz licence. However, the
reserve price will be set at 16.57 billion
bahtif there are only two qualified bidders
taking part.

The winning bidders must roll out their
4G networks to cover 40% of the popu-
lation within four years after obtaining
alicence.

The draft auction designs also include
the spectrum cap limiting each mobile
operator to a maximum of 60 MHz of spec-
trum, including for 4G.

The spectrum cap aims to promote a
level playing field among operators, pre-
venting excessive bandwidth holdingin a
particular frequency range.

The cap applies only to telecom fre-
quencies including those either under
concessions or the licence system.

Telecom operators holding more than
60 MHz of bandwidth can still partici-
pate in 4G auctions, but a winning bidder
must return any excess amount of band-
width if its overall spectrum exceeds the
60-MHz limit.
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QUCKNEWS

Price set for 1,800MHz

The telecom committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday approved the start-
ing bid price for licences on the
1,800MHz spectrum at Bt464 million
per megahertz.

This is equivalent to 70 per cent of
the full spectrum value of Bt663 mil-
lion per megahertz. The licence term is
19 years, said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

The Bt663-million full value was
proposed by the International
Telecommunication Union last year.
The NBTC had hired the ITU to study
the value last year as part of the plan
toauction the spectrumin the mid-
2014. However, that plan was delayed
when the military government
ordered the NBTC to put it off fora
year. Later the NBTC's working group
preparing the 1,800MHz licence auc-
tion asked the ITU to study the spec-
trum value again and, the union pro-
posed Bt603 million.

The NBTC is expected to hold the
auction at the end of the year for
30MHz of the 1,800MHz spectrum,
instead of 25MHz as originally
planned, because CAT Telecom has
agreed to return 5MHz on that spec-
trum currently held by Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to the com-
mission for the bid. - The Nation
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Headline: Decision on Thai PBS postponed

Decision on Thai PBS postponed

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator
yesterday dropped from its agen-
dayesterday a decision on the pun-
ishment for Thai Public
Broadcasting Service over a news
report about a recent demonstra-
tion by anticoup activists, saying it
has found new evidence.

Major Komate Prateepthong,
director of the broadcasting regu-
lation department at the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission, said thatthe NBTC’s
Broadcasting Committee did not
consider this issue as the watch-
dog’s administration - which acted

as the committee’s secretary -
decided to drop it from the agen-
da for the weekly meeting.
Komate explained that the
NBTC’s office had found an addi-
tional piece of key evidence but he
declined to disclose further details.
Last week the subcommittee
overseeing broadcasting content,
led by NBTC commissioner
LtGeneral Peerapong Manakit,
submitted the results of the inves-
tigation and additional details of
discussions held with Thai PBS.
In response to the latest devel-
opment, Peerapong said that he
wanted to reconsider the matter.
Histeam has also invited Thai PBS
representatives to meet on July 15.
Thai PBS last week made head-

lines after Peerapong said his team
had received a complaint from the
National Council for Peace and
Order’s media monitoring team
asking it to investigate a news
report by Thai PBS related to an
anticoup demonstration.

The news report was aired on
June 25 in a primetime news pro-
gramme “This is Thai PBS” (Tee
Nee Thai PBS) hosted by veteran
TV resenter Nattha
Komolvadhin.

Peerapong said the junta had
argued that Thai PBS’report could
create confusion and misunder-
standing among the public in an
incident where police had to
deal with a group of anticoup stu-
dents.
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Column: NEWS FEED: DIGITAL MARKETING PLAN

Page: 1B(Left)
PRValue (x3): 34,516.80

Clip: Full Color

DIGITAL MARKETING PLAN

The broadcasting regulator will
join forces with digital terrestrial TV
channel operators to launch a viral
marketing campaign called "Digital
TV forall; all for digital TV" to pro-
mote public awareness via online
community. Supinya Klangnarong, a
commissioner at the Broadcasting
Committee at the National Broadcas-
ting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), said the cam-
paigns would run under the collabora-
tion with all digital TV operators via
social media network.
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Use)itbefos oreitexpires

Currently, digital TV coupons have been + i -

] = = = - /! :’_._ \ u 'w
dllstrlbuted to every province nationwide 1=
Right away, use your coupon worth 690 baht to: i ot Top B - e i nd

satellite TV signals (DVB-T2 + DVB-52)
1. Exchange for/reduce the price of a Digital TV Set Top Box DVB-T2
2. Reduce the price of a new Digital TV (iDTV)
3. If you are not in a digital TV reception area, no worries. e
Your coupon can now be used to discount the price of a Hybrid TV ny____*___,
Set Top Box (a box that can receive both digital and satellite TV signals) I"
DLJM Il

Digital TV (iDTV)

(DVB-T2 + DVB-S2) in all areas.
*Only available for brands participating in the NBTC campaign

O

For the first set of coupons only
Expiry date extended from
May 31, 2015 to Jul 31, 2015

*For furtherinformation:

90

¢ nany. call Center fns. 1200
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Currently, digital TV coupons have be

distributed to every province nationw
Right away, use your coupon worth 690 baht to:

1. Exchange for/reduce the price of a Digital TV Set Top Box
2. Reduce the price of a new Digital TV (iDTV)

3. If you are not in a digital TV reception area, no worries.
Your coupon can now be used to discount the price of a Hyb
Set Top Box (a box that can receive both digital and satellite -
(DVB-T2 + DVB-S2) in all areas.

*Only available for brands participating in the NBTC campaign
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May 31, 2015 to Jul 31, 2015
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A:c:a:el:“‘;,ZOB Advertising: NBTC: Register your pre-paid SIM card today Before the expiry date on Jul 31,...

Register your SIM for a safer, more secure society
td toda\J \ . Protect your rights and benefits by registering your pre-paid SIM card today

® Retrieve any unused funds in your SIM card when cancelling a telephone number
® Retrieve funds mistakenly transferred from your mobile

p'e-pa‘d n lu\ 3‘ 3 “5 % ® Prevent illegal use of your phone number by unlawful people

Help the government pinpoint criminals more easily

ex )
‘ Before he nt you Wn_—:“t?)r:\;b e to m:ke . % Prevent and reduce hoax calls, crime-related calls, phone-scam
[s} ices. :

gangs and instigators more effectively.

\Che:k the status of your SIM by yourself

Press *151# Tel @

To make a preliminary check to see if
your SIM has been registered or not

B

Register your pre-paid SIM card quickly and securely

o | +
A

Prepare your National ID Card and mobile phone with the SIM card
Foreign nationals prepare your passport / Foreign laborers
present your alien registration documents
Then register at:

» District offices nationwide

 Local administrative offices providing registration services
* Your mobile network service center

s O trvemoed 8 orse

Or at more than 50,000 Service points nationwide displaying the “2 Shots” symbol

If you are unable to register in person, a representative can register on your behalf by bringing (1) a letter from you nominating a representative
(2) Original documents of your National ID Card or passport for foreign nationals or alien registration documents for foreign laborers {3) Original
documents of the National ID Card or passport for foreign nationals or alien registration documents for foreign laborers of your representative
(4) Your mobile telephone and SIM card. Registration via a representative can be done at service centers of your mobile network.

For further information: NBTCCall Center Tel. 1200 http://sim.nbtc.go.th
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Register your SIM for a safer, more secure society
Protect your rights and benefits by registering your pre-paid SIM card today

® Retrieve any unused funds in your SIM card when cancelling a telephone number
® Retrieve funds mistakenly transferred from your mobile
e Prevent illegal use of your phone number by unlawful people

Help the government pinpoint criminals more easily
Prevent and reduce hoax calls, crime-related calls, phone-scam
gangs and instigators more effectively.

\Check the status of your SIM by yourselfj

Press *151# Tel @

To make a preliminary check to see if
your SIM has been registered or not

/

Prepare your National ID Card and mobile phone with the SIM card
Foreign nationals prepare your passport / Foreign laborers
present your alien registration documents

' Then register at:

- ¢ District offices nationwide
o Local administrative offices providing registration services
» Your mobile network service center
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= il

Or at more than 50,000 service points nationwide displaying the “2 Shots” symbol

re unable to register in person, a representative can register on your behalf by bringing (1) a letter from you nominating a representative
al documents of your National ID Card or passport for foreign nationals or alien registration documents for foreign laborers (3} Original
of the National ID Card or passport for foreign nationals or alien registration documents for foreign laborers of your representative
2 telephone and SIM card. Registration via a representative can be done at service centers of your mobile network.
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