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PostBag

Make-them-pay TV

Re: “TrueVisions calls for help with piracy’
(BP, July 6).

Ijust had a great laugh reading this article
which claims that piracy is ravaging the
entertainment industry.

TrueVisions has a record of subscriber
abuse that flaunts the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) regulations with impunity. This
year alone they cancelled the six-channel
package including HBO/Cinemax without
proper notice and replaced it with inferior
content, forcing many cancellations. What
did TrueVisions do to make up the shortfall
in revenue? It had the audacity to raise the
subscription price by 7%.

I have a formal complaint pending that
has been accepted by the NBTC and which
I submitted on behalf of all TrueVisions
subscribers. I may be swinging at windmills
here but Irefused TrueVisions’ initial offer
of compensation, which amounted to a few
free hot or cold beverages at my local 7-11.

DAVID BARKDULL

Taking on ‘Tinglish’

There were two letters regarding English
education on Wednesday.

Firstly, David Brown pleading to help the
Thai educational system by providing free
education, which he is eminently able to
deliver. Secondly, Annat Jeffrey complaining
that agencies are getting jobs for English and
US teachers at inflated rates in Thailand.

My understanding of the situation was
in sympathy with David Brown. Itis also
undoubtedly true that English speakers
who learned their English from the cradle
are better equipped to do the job than Thais

who went abroad to learn their English ata
later age. The ability of language learning is
limited by the brain’s storage area, which is
shared by the learning of music and is pretty
well used up by the age of 12.

Thailand would definitely benefit from
the experience of David Brown and many
more like him who are frustrated by the
“rules”

RICHARD BOWLER
Bangkok

Sunny side up

I just read that in recent months, Scotland
produced 99% of its electricity from alterna-
tive clean energy. Mostly wind, but a good
measure of solar also. England is getting
close to producing a quarter of its electricity
from solar PV panels alone.

What is Thailand doing? Last I heard, its
largest electricity seller is planning to build
a lignite/coal-burning plant in Krabi, along
the Andaman sea. Why not solar for Thai-
land? I think part of the answer is that the
state corporation, which provides power for
most of Thailand, doesn't want to lose rev-
enue to pesky alternative energy solutions.

Thailand should not invest in wind
turbines, for the simple reason there’s not
enough steady wind to make it feasible.
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However, Thailand should step up its de-
ployment of solar PV, Another type of solar
(the type you use to dry clothes outside) is
called “passive solar”. It's more cost effective
for producing electricity than PV panels, but
Thai engineers aren’t apprised of that yet. Or
maybe they know something about it, but
we haven't heard any mention of it. Several
countries’ engineers have brought the cost of
solar-generated electricity down below that
of coal-burning.

KEN ALBERTSEN

Chiang Rai

Gen Prayut and I

Re: “A lesson in tact (PostBag, July 6).

In response to Ewan'’s letter, I was not
being tongue-in-cheek when I wrote that
I'd gladly volunteer to be the PM's personal
English instructor if he ever so wished.

It was certainly an offer, not a threat. I do
not know any sane person who would ever
threaten a head of state in any way, subtle
or otherwise. I personally have the greatest
respect for Gen Prayut, (being former army
myself), and it would be a boost for retired
expat teachers in Thailand to have a chance
to return an iota of what we enjoy in return.

JACK GILEAD

Lost in censorship

Re: “Reform body votes for tight social me-
dia censorship’ (BP, July 5).

States, governments and officials with
nothing to hide do not censor. There can
be good reasons to hide things, such as sex
from children, or troop movements during
war; these are not the Thai issues being hid-
den from the Thai people.
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