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Ch3 row lingers

The dispute between Channel 3 and

the broadcasting regulator is likely to
end up in the Central Administrative

Court, as the two sides seem unable
to reach a solution on their own.

Business, B1

Channel 3 dispute

headed to court

Blackout injunction >

o
‘AJ

expires in 5 days’ time

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The dispute between Channel 3 and the
broadcasting regulator seems destined
to end up in the Central Administrative
Court, as the two sides look increas-
ingly incapa-
ble of reaching
a solution on
their own.

A court
injunction delay-
ing the Chan-
nel 3 blackout,
the objective of
which was to g
encourage both A,
sides to find a MNatee: Incentives to
mutual solution,  air simulcast
will expire at 4.30
pm on Saturday.

Channel 3 sought the injunction
after the broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) on Sept
8 ordered satellite and cable TV opera-
tors not to carry the analogue channel on
their platforms within 15 days after receiv-
ing notice.

Surin Krittayapongpan, an executive
vice-president of BEC World Plc, said
subsidiary Bangkok Entertainment Co,
holder ofthe Channel 3 concession, would
inform the court of the failed negotiations
on Friday.

BEC still has questions about the legal
quagmire, particularly the “different enti-
ties” issue, as both sides have different
views on this. S

Banglkok Entertainment holds the > - =
Channel 3 concession from MCOT Plc, B e e
while another subsidiary, BEC Multi- Pedestrians pass a Channel 3 logo on Rama IV Road. KOSOL NAKACHOL
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media, oper-
ates three digital
channels under
a licence regime
from the NBTC.
Channel 3
believes if it
complies with
the broadcasting
committee’s res-
: olutions, it risks
Pravit: Business many legal viola-
needs certainty tions. Moreover,
the analogue
channel will be able to migrate 60% of
existing content to air on the digital plat-
form, so it does not want to simulcast.
On Sept 29, the broadcasting commit-
tee said Channel 3 could submit its TV
programming schedule in a bid to allow
a simuleast based on requirements that
a licensee must produce at least 60% of
the programming itself. Channel 3 failed
to respond.

“That ‘solution” was only at the com-
mittee’s discretion and had no legal sup-
port. We still want to ensure our operation
is safe from any legal complications,” Mr
Surin said. Last month, Pravit Maleenont,
executive director of BEC World, had
sald: “We need certainty for our busi-
ness operations.’

The Channel 3 case is seen as similar to
the closure of iTV in 2008 after the Prime
Minister's Office amended that channel’s
contract without any legal justification.

The broadcasting committee yester-
day maintained its stance and tasked
the NBTC with assisting Channel 3 if it
changed its mind about complying with
the Sept 29 resolution. No further talks will
be held with Channel 3, as the resolution
has already been clearly explained, itsaid.

Col Natee Sukonrat, the NBTC's broad-
casting committee chairman, had offered
incentives for simulcast broadcasting.

On Thursday, the Central Adminis-
trative Court will consider hearing the
case of five cable TV operators peti-
tioning to cancel the Sept 8 resolution,
saying it would adversely affect their
cable operations.

They also filed a lawsuit against three
NBTC commissioners who voted to issue
the order — Lt Gen Peerapong Manalkdj,
Thawatchai Chittrapanun and Supinya
Klangnarong — citing abuse of power and
a lack of public concem. The operators
also claim the Sept 8 resolution is illegal
under the Administrative Procedure Act.
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Thai TV slashes revenue target amid
hiccups in transition to digital TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAI TV has had to lower its rev-
enue target from Btl billion to
Bt300 million this year mainly
because of the many delays in the
transition to digital terrestrial TV.

President Pantipa Sakulchai
said yesterday that her company
still hopes to realise at least Bt300
million this year from its two dig-
ital terrestrial TV channels - the
Thai TV variety channel and the
children and family Loca channel.

Pantipa, who is well-known as
“Big Sister Tim” from her own
entertainment gossip magazine

“TV Pool”, also still believes that
this new broadcasting unit would
be a spearhead for her company,
which invested more than Bt1 bil-
lion in acquiring two terrestrial-
based TV licences at an auction
held by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) last year.

However, the company faced
some difficulties in running a
broadcasting business. For exam-
ple, the penetration of digital ter-
restrial TV viewers is still low. The
implementation of the NBTC’s
subsidy scheme has also been
pushed back from May to this
month.

i BAORE
ES Y

Thai TV President Pantipa Sakulcha led a group of celebrities to announce
the station’s new programmes and business plan yesterday.
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Audience ratings for digital TV
channels was another factor affect-
ing Thai TV, she added.

The company has earmarked
about Bt100 million to buy at least
5,000 digital TV sets and install
them in public spaces with high
traffic of potential viewers, such as
universities, schools, hospitals and
local administrative offices in the
provinces.

These measures are aimed at
building brand awareness of the
two channels and improving TV
ratings at the stations.

Next year, the revenue target
would remain unchanged at Bt2
billion. The plan to list on the Stock

Exchange of Thailand by 2019 is
also on track.

According to an earlier inter-
view, Thai TV has budgeted more

than Bt1.6 billion for programme
production forits two digital chan-
nels, one for news and the other for
children and families.
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NBTC lifeline hope
for struggling TOT

Help with frequencies
for public services

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National and Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
may grant TOT Plc frequencies in the
range of 900- and 2300 megahertz for
public benefit, said Information and Com-
munication Technology Minister Porn-
chai Rujiprapa.

This follows the minister’s suggestion
that the national telecom regulator allo-
cate some frequency bands to TOT for
public service uses, as part of the govern-
ment’s policy to groom a digital economy.

TOT needs to have some frequency
range to provide services such as public
WiFi in order to promote broadband

access and service in the country, Mr
Pornchai said yesterday after meeting
with TOT board’s directors and executives.

TOT holds 64 MHz of bandwidth on the
2300-MHz spectrum but most
of the range is unused. TOT
earlier proposed to the NBTC
it wanted to keep half of the
bandwidth to provide a 4G
wireless broadband service.

The state enterprise also
holds an additional 17.5 MHz
of bandwidth on the 900-
MHz spectrum, now oper-
ated by Advanced Info Ser-
vice under a concession with
TOT to provide 2G ser-
vice. This is due to expire
next September.

Although Section 45 of the Frequency
Allocation Act stipulates spectra must be
allocated only through auctions and that
after expiry of concessions spectra must

Porncﬁai: TOT needs
to keep spectrum

be returned to the NBTC for reallocation,
the NBTC has to discuss a resolution with
state enterprises, as ordered by the junta.

The NBTC initially planned to auc-
tion two licences for the 1800-
MHz spectrum in August and
another two for the 900-MHz
spectrum in November this
year. These were halted by
the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) pendingan
examination of information
and clearer transparency. The
NCPO said it wanted to see
TOT and CAT be self-sufficient
and free from heavy losses.

Mr Pornchai said TOT
needed to keep the 900-MHz
spectrum to continue operating further
after its concession ends, but must dis-
cuss the issue directly with the NBTC as
the ICT Ministry has no authority to deal
with the matter.
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TOT wants to
regain control

over 900MHz

ICT MINISTER TO ASK
PANEL TO LOOK INTO
SPECTRUM REQUEST

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT yesterday told the Infor-
mation and Communications
Technology Ministrythatit wantsto
hold onto the 900MHz spectrum
for its own use after Advanced Info
Service’s concession expires in
September nextyearuntilits licence
ends in 2025 as part of its survival
plan.

ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa
said he would ask the working com-
mittee formed by the ministry and
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunica-tions Commission
(NBTC) to consider TOT’s request.

Pornchai visited the state tele-
com enterprise yesterday.

TOT has to defend its proposal
to the committee, as its request is
connected with the NBTC’s auction

lan.

The NBTC had planned to auc-
tion the 900MHz frequency and
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also the 1800MHz spectrum of
TrueMove and Digital Phone Cothis
year, but the National Council for
Peace and Order recently instruct-
ed the watchdog to postpone the
auctions for one year.

TOT’s telecom licences will
expire in 2025.

TOT plansto offer 2G-900MHz
service via 15,000-900MHz base
stations, which will be transferred

by AIS to TOT after its build-oper-

ate-transfer concession ends.

TOT has rights to the 2.3GHz,
2.1GHz, 900MHz and 470MHz
frequencies. In 2009, it became the
country’s first 3G wireless broad-
band service operator to use the
2.1GHz frequency. However, the
service has managed to attract only
600,000 subscribers.

Pornchai said TOT should sepa-
rate its business accounts from its
public service accounts as part of
the move to overcome competition.

TOT suffered aloss of Bt690 mil-
lion for the first half of this year. Its
first-halfrevenue of Bt43 billion was
unchanged from last year. It has
slashed its operating loss forecast
from Bt8 billion to Bt4.5 billion this
year due to successful cost-cutting.
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