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Mobile LTE joins 900-MHz fray

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile LTE is the fifth group to pick up bid-
ding documents for the planned auction
of two 4G licences on the 900-megahertz
spectrum scheduled for Dec 15.

The auction is expected to promote
healthy competition for 4G bids, said
Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

Documents are available for potential
bidders until Oct 21.

The NBTC will hold a bidder conference
on Oct 9 to discuss details before the com-
panies file their forms on Oct 22.

Each bidder must pay a bidding fee of
500,000 baht, plus a deposit guarantee
worth 5% of the reserve price. Each licence
contains 10 MHz of bandwidth.

The reserve price for a 900-MHz licence
is 12.9 billion baht or 80% of the estimated
real spectrum value, Mr Takorn said.

Four groups have picked up bidding
documents earlier. They are Advanced
Wireless Network, a 3G mobile firm under
Advanced Info Service; DTAC subsidiar-
ies DTAC TriNet and DTAC Broadband;
True Move subsidiaries True Move H Uni-
versal Communication and Hutchison
Telecommunications (Thailand); and Jas
Mobile Broadband, a subsidiary of Jas-
mine International.

According to an industry source, Mobile
LTEis also among five companies to submit
proposals to form a strategic partnership
with TOT Plc, the state telecom, which is
looking for a partner for expansion in fixed-
line and mobile service.

TOT previously granted a 25-year con-
cession to AIS for providing 2G service on
the 900-MHz band; that deal expired last
Wednesday. TOT did not want to return the
spectrum to the regulator for the planned
4G auction.

Mobile LTE was founded last year by a

group of investors with 100 million baht
in registered capital. SET-listed Advanced
Information Technology Plc (AIT) holds a
20% stake in the firm.

AIT chief Siripong Oontornpan has said
Mobile LTE is ready to raise its capital by 20
times to finance development of 4G on the
900-MHz spectrum.

“We will raise our capital to 2 billion
baht immediately after TOT selects us as
a strategic partner to develop and provide
4G commercial service on the state tel-
ecom enterprise’s 2100-MHz spectrum,’
he said recently.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC may consider
an earlier auction date than Dec 15. The
date will be finalised by the regulator’s tel-
ecom committee on Oct 15, with the bids
likely to take place nearer to the auction for
two licences on the 1800-MHz spectrum
set for Nov 11.

There are four potential bidders for
the 1800-MHz auction.
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MOBILE LTE TO JOIN
SPECTRUM BIDDING

Mobile LTE is the eighth company
todeclare its intention to join the bid-
ding for the 900MHz licence auction.

It picked up a bidding document on
October 1and it has until October 22 to
submit it. The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
is allowing companies to pick up bid-
ding documents from September 21 to
October 21.

Mobile LTE, which is capitalised up
to Bt100 million, is one of five compa-
nies proposing to be TOT’s business

partner.
News ID: C-151007003022 (7 Oct 15/05:42) Page: 1/1
¢( TiQNEWSC“}f InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

www.ignewsclip.com



Section: First Section/‘tl’l’JLFli‘i:@ﬁﬁleﬂ&l%Jg
—]nas'—o TUN: W5 7 AA1AN 2558
- d9: 66 adun: 21078 wu: 9(unzne)

Thai Rath Col.Inch: 5.51 Ad Value: 8,816 PRValue (x3): 26,448 AaY: 217-61
Circulation: 1,000,000 o T R
ad Rate: 1.600 ADANYU: HDEAINATA: EIWLAT

- o g v :
YUUDD [ {FpY1310 U INAMENTTNNTI
famInizaedus fams nniminazionis

TnsauuIauuvard (nanwy.) 31 uden
Taway $1%0 (i) ‘ls'siﬂ'wuahagﬂpsﬂ
UsznauRanisauituy Inuan o dadniham
nemy. Taoudath Tnvan 9 zfuariton
iioseafumaduTaveagiiinsznudoans
fans Insimilulszmalne tﬁﬂu RG]
nozngulszmanauarifuulivin,

SWHY12: C-151007009172 (7 M.A. 58/05:41) wUL 171

@QNEWSC" = u3sn Bulimaai i 888/178 enArsaMUNETSY U 17 ouunAuia uvdeRuil AN Ts n3a 10330
P Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 wHnti 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 #uua: help@ignewsclip.com

www.ignewsclip.com



Section: Business/-
Date: Wednesday 7 October 2015

Volume: 40 No: 54554 Page: 3B(Right)
Col.Inch: 34.63  Ad Value: 41,556 PRValue (x3): 124,668 Clip: Black/White

Headline: 20-year licence sought for Thaicom 9 satellite NBTC COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER...

The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,200

20-year licence sought
for Thaicom 9 satellite

NBTC COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER REQUEST FOR SEPARATE DEAL

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THAICOM has applied fora 20-year
licence for its planned Thaicom 9
broadband satellite from the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, an NBTCsource
has said.

The NBTC awarded a 20-year
satellite licence to Thaicom in 2012
to operate any of its satellites
launched under that licence.

However, Thaicom has applied
fora separate licence for Thaicom 9.
The NBTC telecom committee will
have to considerwhetherThaicom 9
can operate under the company’
existing licence or if it needs a sep-
arate one.

The satellites under the existing
NBTC licence are Thaicom 7 and
planned satellite Thaicom 8.

Ekachai Phakdurong, Thaicom’s
senior vice president for corporate

affairs, said the company wanted to
apply for a separate 20-year licence
for Thaicom 9 to match the life span
of the satellite, as its existing NBTC
licence now has only 17 years
remaining. The development of
Thaicom 9 is expected to take three
years to complete. If the company
uses the existing licence for Thai
com 9, it will have only 14 years
left once the new satellite is
launched.

The company has conducted a
technical study on the Thaicom 9
project development, which is esti-
mated to cost US$200million (Bt7.2
billion). The satellite will feature 20-
gigabyte capacity and will be posi-
tioned at the 119.5 degrees east
orbital slot.

Ekachai said Thaicom 9 would
serve Asia-Pacific countries, includ-
ing Thailand.

Thaicom also operates three
satellites under an Information

and Communications Technology
Ministry concession, which are the
Thaicom 5 and 6 broadcastingsatel-
lites and the Thaicom 4 breadband
satellite, better known as iPSTAR.

Thaicom will also ask the ICT
Ministry to request that the
International Telecommunication
Union coordinate with existing
satellites orbiting adjacent to 119.5
degrees east to prevent possible fre-
quency jams between them and
Thaicom 9.

Former ICT minister Pornchai
Rujiprapa had resolved to impose a
fee on Thaicom satellites under
NBTClicenceto offset the ministry’s
administrative costs to reserve the
orbital slots.

Uttama Savanayana, the recent-
ly appointed ICT minister, said he
needed time to study all the key
issues of the satellite industry and
related policies before making a
decision on the issues.
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