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MCOT: Concession remains

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

SET-listed MCOT Plc, a state-run digital
TV network provider and broadcaster,
has denied reports that it has decided to
end its concession with pay TV operator
TrueVisions four years before the conces-
sion’s expiry.

It also denied a newspaper report alleg-
ing MCOT was in favour of the country’s
leading pay TV operator by helping the
company to pay much lower concession
feesto it.

“The reports are totally incorrect. We've
never acknowledged this issue before,”
executive vice-president Thanachai Wong-
thongsri said.

“There’s no reason for us to ask TrueVi-
sions to pay us a lump sum of 45 million
baht in exchange for an early end to our
concession contract, which is due to expire
in2019”

TrueVisions pays about 100 million baht

News ID: C-150307001070 (7 Mar 15/06:22)

¥ IQNewsClip’
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a year in concession fees to MCOT.

“Terminating the concession contract
is not a matter we can decide on alone,
Mr Thanachai said, adding that many par-
ties needed to be involved including the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission.

He said MCOT was in the process of
evaluating broadcasting networlk assets
under a build-transfer-operate concession
contract with TrueVisions.

The pay TV operator must transfer assets
under its concession to MCOT after expiry
of the concession.

“We’re committed to protecting our
benefits and securing our future,” Mr Tha-
nachai said.

TrueVisions had proposed paying 221
million baht to buy back its network assets
from MCOT.

MCQOT shares closed yesterday on the
SET at 15.20 baht, up 70 satang, in trade
worth 28.3 million baht.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
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