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BRIEFS

TV licences ready by |
October, NBTC says

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
expects to be able to grant cable,
satellite and pay-TV licences by
October, committee chairman
Natee Sukonrat said yesterday.

The committee is working on the
overall TV breadcasting-licensing
plan, he added.

Yesterday it approved the three
draft regulations for switching the
analogue TV system to digital, for
controlling set-top boxes, and for
technical standards of providing
terrestrial digital TV. It will submit
them for the NBTC's consideration
next week and hold public hearings
on them within 45 days after that.

It will also hold a public hearing
on the draft of broadcasting TV
licensing terms and conditions
today.

The three classes of broadcast-
ing licences were also published in
the Royal Gazette. The three cate-
gories are broadcasting facility
providers, broadcasting service
providers and broadcasting net-
work providers. All three licences
can be used to provide services
ranging from digital TV to cable
and satellite TV.

Natee said that from the way
things were progressing, the broad-
casting committee was expected to
be able to grant the cable, satellite
and pay TV licences as well as digi-
tal TV licences for public use by
October and commercial digital TV
licences early next year.

The committee is also drafting a
plan to allocate the TV broadcast-
ing spectrum bands, which will
determine the number of public
and commercial digital TV chan-
nels. It has hired a team from the
International Telecommunication
Union to evaluate the radio and TV
bands before the regulator awards
broadcasting licences. - Usanee
Mongkolparn.
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AMEMORABLE EVENT FOR EVERYONE

“CELEBRATE HUMANITY" has been the
theme of the advertising campaign for
the Olympic Games since 2000. | enjoy
the games as much anybody else, and |
think the Olympics can teach us many
things. | liked a tweet by Wit Sittivaekin,
a former workaholic TV anchor:
"“Through the Olympics, we come to [the]
realisation that our bodies can be
exploited beyond sitting, sleeping; work-
ing in office, frantically updating
Facebook or shopping.” |
[ couldn't agree mare, At the Olymplc
Games, records are broken to show how
far humans can extend their physical
and psycholegical limits, with both
determination and technological assis-
tance. Just recall how American swim-
mer Dana Vollmer set a world record and
snatched the gold medal in the 100
metres butterfly. Praise also should go to
Michael Phelps, another American swim-
mer who has becomes the most decorat-
ed Olympian of all time, with 21 medals.

In the 2004 Olympics in Athens,
Phelps finished the 200 metre butterfly
for a gold medal in the time of 1.54 min-
utes. In the 2007 World Championships,
he finished the race in 1.52.09 before -
improving his time to 1.52.03 in the
2008 Olympies in Beijing. In 2009 he
won a gold medal at the World
Championships in 1.51.51. Too bad that
in London he earned only a silver mecdal
at 1.53.01. But Phelps shows us how a
person can improve through determina-
tion. He and all the other athletes are a
true inspiration to all of us.

It is sad that we and the Thai govern-
ment know this, but nothing can be done
to improve the performance of Thai ath-
letes, to inspire our children to a better
future and national pride.

Thai athletes are still living with small
financial support from the government or
corporate world, Runners can't afford
good shoes, Kids with acrobatic skills can
join gymnastic classes only if their par-
ents are wealthy enough to pay for the
trainers, only to leave it all behind when
they get older and enroll in university.

But some have managed to stand out,

News ID: C-120807003116 (7 Aug 12/06:13)

STREETWISE

il ACHARA DEBONMEE
o MCHBAGUATONSROURCON

desplte the dlﬁicultles And only after .
they beat athletes from other nations do
they become heroees to their patriotic
countrymen. Money flows in as a token
of respect from the government while

!

companies pay to have their name asso- '

ciated with the winners. No one asks why
so few sponsors were there in the first
place. With more support, our “heroes”
could do better, and many more athletes
could win medals in international arenas.
Two 'weeks before the Olympics start- -

ed, there was a heated discussion over
the televisionre-broadcasting signal, as
the Natjonal Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission ﬁNBTC):
‘wanted to ensure that all Thais coulld
- watch the games. The NBTC succeeded.
with its “must carry! rule, and the signal

: reaches nearly all hormes except for some.
L watching via the old satellite TV system.
-~ Under the TV pool, most of the broad-
" casted sports are those involving Thai
‘athletes. That makes sense, butitisa
shame that we did not extend the cover-

. age as far as possible, as all the worlds
best athletes are in London,

' Channel 11 s advertising itself as the

_channel with the most extensive cover-

" age. This may be so, but it is in exchange
for-advertisements sold exclusively
through'a company called CEO Channel. -
To this. end | wonder if, in tl‘le next four -
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