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PANEL MEMBER WANTS CHANGES TO NBTC
‘MUST HAVE' RULE ON SPORTS EVENTS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THIEENATION

A  member of the National
Broadecasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission’s broadcasting
committee will on Monday try to
persuade his fellow panellists to
move seven international sports
events from the “must have” to the
non-exclusive category under a
draft regulation.

“I want to ensure that the new
regulation will not lead to unin-
tended consequences for related
business,” Thawatchai Jittrapanun
said yesterday.

The seven programmes, which
are subject to indefinite restriction
if and when the regulations are
promulgated, are the Southeast
Asian Games, Asean Para Games,
Asian Games, Asian Para Games,
Olympic Games, Paralympics and
the Fifa World Cup Final.

Under the proposed rule, the
holders of broadcasting rights to
those sports tournaments must
allow them to be aired on all free-
TV channels besides their own
media platforms. This might not
fit the plans of rights holders want-
ing to offer more choices for their
customers.

The non-exclusive list would
allow holders of broadcast rights to
select the channels to show select-
ed matches. However, those holders
would not be able to seal an exclu-

sive agreement with the owners of

the rights tothe seven competitions.

On Monday, the NBTC’s broad-
casting committee will devote its
weekly meeting to considering
revising the “must have” draft reg-
ulation. If it passes the committee,
the draft rule will be submitted to

the NBTC on Wednesday and if

approved will be published in the
Royal Gazette.

News ID: C-121108003107 (8 Nov 12/05:31)
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This draft regulation sparked a
new conflict between the NBTC and
mediaand entertainment giant RS,
which has secured the rights to
broadcast the Fifa World Cup soc-
cer tournament in 2014.,

The company also plans to use
this soccer spectacular to lure cus-
tomers into buying its SunBox set-
top box, as it has been doing with
Spain’s La Liga soccer tournament.

Last week, RS appealed to the
NBTC against the “must have” rule,
claiming thatit wasimpractical and
could lead to breaches of copyright.

However, Natee Sukonrat has
said he believes that RS had enough
time to adjustits business model for
the World Cup broadcast to comply
with the draft.

Ananalystat Aira Securities said
this new draft rule seemed to be
unworkable and was not likely to
hurt RS business in two years when
the World Cup kicks off.
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NBTC committee postpones licence auction

The National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission's broadcasting committee has
decided to postpone from March to April the auc-
tion for licences to run commercial terrestrial digital
TV channels so applicants have more time to draw
up investment plans.

The NBTC will also have time to complete all its
key related regulations.

The committee is also postponing from
December to January the granting of licences for
broadcasting service providers for public service
and the planned five broadcasting network provider
licences.

These decisions follow a meeting this week
between Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the broadcast
committee, with some free-TV operators. At that
meeting, he was asked to provide more details of
the decision to auction licences for commercial
broadcasting service providers so they can draw up
investment plans and decide which kind of licence
they should go for.

Some of the operators also asked Natee about
how they would be compensated if switching to dig-
ital TV from the current analog system affected
their existing state concession revenue in the long
run.

Natee responded to the queries by saying that
everything would be clearer in January.

“"We want to make the dream for a digital TV sys-

about its decision to divide terrestrial digital TV
channels into 48 slots as well as on draft regula-
tions on issuing licences for broadcasting-network
providers.

The committee has allowed companies to apply
for the network-provider licences but only for cable
and satellite television. TrueVisions and GMM
Grammy have applied for a licence for satellite TV,
while Cable Thai Holdings has applied for a cable-
TV licence.

Natee said the commission had made progress
in setting up industry regulations. It is allowing
operators of satellite and cable TV to apply for
licences and letting cormmunity radio operators con-
tinue on a trial basis.

Of the 48 terrestrial digital television channels
planned, four will be high-definition and the rest
standard-definition. Of the 44 SD channels, 12 will
be devoted to public service and another 12 to com-
munity service, while the remainder, including the
four HD channels, will be for commercial broadcast.

The NBTC is dividing the terrestrial digital TV
broadcasting licences into four main classes: broad-
casting network service provider or the so-called
multiplex service operators; broadcasting facility
service providers; broadcasting service providers;
and application service providers. Only operators
wishing to provide commercial broadcasting servic-
es will need to bid for a spectrum.

term come true in Thailand,” he said. USANEE MONGKOLPORN
The NBTC will hold a public hearing tomorrow THENATION
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