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BROADCASTING

NBTC orders
TrueVisions
to air Euro

2012 footie

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission has
ordered TrueVisions to let its subscribers
view the European football champion-
ship on free-TV channels via their set-
top boxes.

TrueVisionsis duty bound to broadcast
normal, over-the-air TV programmes
without interruption under its terms of
service and subscription advertisements,
the NBTC's broadcasting committee said.

The committee held a five-hour meet-
ing yesterday with representatives from
local TV operators and TrueVisions to
resolve the dispute between the cable
operator and GMM Grammy, the Euro
2012 broadcast rights holder.

“It’'s the duty of TrueVisions to comply
with its terms of service to its customers
by broadcasting normal free-TV pro-
grammes continuously,” said Col Natee
Sukolrat, chairman of the NBTC broad-
casting committee.

The ruling came only a day before
Euro 2012 kicks off. TrueVisions sub-
scribers had expressed concern about
whether they would be able to watch
the matches, which will run from today
until July 1.

GMM Grammy, which holds the
broadcast rights for Thailand from the
Union of European Football Associations

News ID: C-120608001003 (8 Jun 12/05:00)
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(Uefa), is promoting the matches through
its satellite TV channel, which requires
viewers to buy a dedicated 1,590-baht
set-top box. Grammy has also leased
airtime on channels 3, 5, and 9 to broad-
cast the football matches on a revenue-
sharing basis.

Grammy had previously said that
TrueVisions, which did not enter into a
broadcasting agreement with the com-
pany, has no right to air the matches for
its subscribers and would have to black
out all matches during game time.

Alternatively, viewers may see the
games through Grammy’s partners on
channels 3, 5 or 9 via a conventional
antenna.

Col Natee said TrueVisions subscribers
could file complaints against TrueVisions
if they are unable to see the matches on
free TV stations. TrueVisions could also
face fines ranging from 50,000 baht to 5
million baht a day if the firm is found
guilty of violating the 2008 Broadcasting
and Television Business Act, he added.

Grammy meanwhile says it is bound
by its contract with Uefa.

“We have to strictly comply with all
conditions and rules under the agree-
ment. Otherwise we might breach those
rights,”” Thana Thienachariya, chief
executive of GMM Z, the satellite TV
arm of GMM Grammy, said.

TrueVisions meanwhile insists that
its advertising and contracts with its
subscribers are legitimate.

Sompan Charumilinda, the executive
vice-chairman of TrueVisions, said its
contracts for its Gold and Platinum
packages specifically state that free-TV
broadcasting — channels 3, 5, 7, 9 and
Thai PBS — was not TrueVisions’ own
content or channels.

“If the Euro football matches are aired
on the three free-TV channels of 3, 5
and 9, we should get the signals as well.
We won'’t hold talks with GMM Grammy,
the official broadcast rights holder, to
pay any fee,” Mr Sompan said.
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TRUEVISIONS DENIED ACCESS T0 LIVE EURO MATCHES

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP -
THENATION

TrueVisions subscribers will remain
without access to live broadcasts of
2012 Uefa European Football
Championship (Euro2012) matches,
despite negotiations hosted by the
National =~ Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) aimed at finding a solution
tothedispute over live coverage of the
prestigious tournament.

After a heated debate yesterday
involving  representatives of
TrueVisions and free-TV operators,
the NBTC’s broadcasting committee
yesterday ordered free-TV operators
ThaiTV3, the Royal Thai Army's
TV5 and MCOT's Modernine TV to
airlive matches via analogue terres-
trial television broadeasting only. It
was resolved that to avoid blank
screens, TrueVisions will need to
find substitute programming for the
time slots in which the football
matches are broadcast live. :

On May 31, TrueVisions submitted
a complaint to the watchdog assert-
ing that its cuistomers were confused
and worried that they might not be
able to watch the prestigious tourna-
menton Channels 3, 5 and 9 via their
set-top boxes, through
which the free-TV
channels are also pro-
vided. The tournament
willbeaired from today
to July 2.

“We consider that
the live coverage of
BEuro 2012 and related
TV programming via
terrestrial TV broadcasting is not
included in public services, because
this is a business i1ssue between the
selected free-TV broadcasters -
namely ThaiTV3, TV5 and
ModernineTV-and GMM Grammy,
who won all rights to broadecast Euro
2012in Thailand,"broadcasting com-
mittee chairman Natee Sukonrat said
yesterday.

News ID: C-120608003004 (8 Jun 12/06:02)
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Natee added that under the reso-
lution, Thai audiences would be able
towatch thefootball matchesviaana-
logue terrestrial TVs with conven-
tional antennas, including rooftop
and TV-top antennas.

The committee also ordered
TrueVisions to contin-
ue to provide services
to subscribers accord-
ing to its terms and
conditions, if needed.

After the afternoon
meeting with
TrueVisions and the
three free-TV opera-
tors hosted by the
NBTC yesterday, Sompan
Charumlimda, executive vice presi-
dent at TrueVisions, said the compa-
ny planned to air special TV pro-
grammesin place ofthe football tour-
nament if it does not receive a signal
from the free~TV stations.

Meanwhile, GMM Z chief execu-
tive officer Thana Thienachariya
insisted that the company had
acquired exclusive rights to broadcast
live coverage of Euro2012 in Thailand.
Thus, GMM Z had carefully designed
broadeasting windows for the tour-
nament in line with restrictions
included inits contract with Uefa, the
governing body of European soccer.
Under this contract, GMM Z must
encrypt the Euro 2012 programmes
to prevent satellite-dish owners in
neighbouring countries from being
able to view them.

For Thaiviewers, thecompany has
leased airtime on Channel 3, 5 and 9
to broadcast the matches on a rev-
enue-sharing basis.

In addition to viewing the match-
es on ThaiTV3, TV5 and Modernine
TV via conventional antennas, view-
ers can watch the tournament via
authorised cable and satellite TV
operators such as Cable Thai
Holding's network; DTV satellite TV
sets and GMM Z set-top boxes.
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.L . The subcommittee wrapped up its probe on. Wednesday.

CAT pressed on True deal

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission's subcommittee probing the legality of CAT

' Telecom's partnering with True Corp to provide third-generation

wireless broadband service will propose that CAT be urged to
comply with Article 46 (2) of the Frequency Allocation Law.

That article prohibits NBTC licence holders such as state
agencies CAT and TOT from allowing other parties to control
their spectrum management.

The subcommittee also views that if BEKT (Thailand) does not
help CAT comply with the frequency law, BFKT itself might also
be found in breach of Article 67 of the Telecom Business Act by

~ operating a telecommunication business without a licence. The

‘penalty for breaching Article 67 is a fine or impriscnment ar
both.
The subcommittee said CAT had to comply with the frequency
. being able to use its 800~megahertz spectrum with its e
v hetwork or those of other parties and should have complete
ol over its spectrum. y :

CAT and True's subsidiaries Real Future and Real Move srg‘ned
the partnership deals in January last year. Under the arrange-
ment, Real Future's BFKT has leased 3G equipment to CAT to

i wholeésale 3G bandwidth. CAT in turn has wholesaled 3G band-
‘width capacity to Real Move. CAT committed to use its own

800MHz spectrum only with the equipment leased to it by BFKT
for 14 and a half years.

'U§ANEE MONGKOLPORN, THENATION
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Headline: 3G contracts set for amendment

3G deal changes on way

A series of amendments to the third-
generation (3G) network contracts
between CAT Telecom and True
Corporation is expected soon.
Business, B1

3G contracts set
for amendment

CAT-True agreements
certain to be changed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A series of amendments to the third-
generation (3G) network contracts
between CAT Telecom and True Cor-
poration is expected, but the tweaks
are unlikely to affect users of True Move
H in any way.

The changes are inevitable after a
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) sub-
committee decided the contracts violate
the Frequency Allocation Act.

The subcommittee investigating the
deal approved the resolution on Wed-
nesday.

After a two-month investigation, the
panel called for seven amendments to
the True-CAT contracts to bring them
into compliance with Section 46 of the
Act.

The Act obliges licence holders and
spectrum owners including CAT to man-
age spectrum rights on their own.

They are prohibited from allowing

other parties to do the job on their
behalf.

Chairiksh Ditta-amnard, the subcom-
mittee's chairman, said the panel has
already submitted its findings to the
NBTC’s telecom committee.

Settapong Malisuwan, chairman of
the telecom committee, earlier said it
would take two weeks to consider the
issue before submitting recommenda-
tions to the board for approval.

Normally, the telecom committee
will not overturn a resolution from a
subcommiittee.

If the NBTC board rules CAT should
amend some conditions of the contracts,
then the state telecom enterprise — as
an NBTC licensee — must promptly
comply or face revocation of'its licence,
said Col Settapong.

The committee found seven points
in the True-CAT contract in need of
amendment.

First, CAT must wuse the
800-megahertz frequency on its own
equipment and devices.

Second, CAT must have full man-
agement control over its network oper-
ations centre.

Third, mobile data usage and call

detail records must be in CAT’s pos-
session.

Fourth, the contracts must indicate
clearly that CAT has the authority to
manage spectrum.

Fifth, the contracts must allow CAT
to be the sole decision-maker on fre-
quency planning, network rollouts and
service operations.

Sixth, CAT must have the authority
to negotiate with other operators over
inbound roaming and interconnection
charges.

Finally, the contracts must stipulate
CAT is solely responsible for spectrum
control.

The subcommittee was supposed to
approve its findings on May 28, but a
delay was caused by the subcommittee
chairman’s opposition to the findings,
said a source.

All subcommittee members had
unanimously approved the initial report,
but the chairman reportedly suggested
cutting out some wording that referred
to BFKT, resulting in the delay.

Adhiruth Thothaveesansuk, manag-
ing director of the True Mobile Group,
said the company is now willing to
compromise.
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NBTC plans licensing regime

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
in the future will issue licences for telecom-network lessors and
maintenance service providers.

The NBTC will draft a network-facilitator licence for companies
that do not own spectra but lease telecom networks or provide
maihtenance to the network operators or telecom firms. The
licences will bring them under NBTC regulations.

Among the companies that will be required to obtain the
upcoming facilitator licences is BFKT (Thailand) of True Corp
‘group, which has leased third-generation network equipment to
CAT Telecom to wholesale 3G cellular bandwidth. Another is ACT -
Mobile of TOT, which provides maintenance service to that state
agency's 3G network in Greater Bangkok.

The NBTC subcommittee probing the legality of the CAT-True 3G
Fartnershlp discussed last week whether BFKT needed a business
cence under the telecom law to lease 3G network equipment to
CAT. The NBTC is investigating whether the CAT-True deal violates *
Article 46 (2) of the 2010 Frequency Allocation Law, which pro-
hibits NBTC licence holders such as CAT and TOT from allowing

other parties to control their spectrum use.

When TOT and CAT set up subsidiaries to lease their telecom
networks to other parties, those subsidiaries will also need to
apply for the facilitator licences.

USANEE MONGKOLPORN, THENATION
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SATELLITE OPERATOR

THAICOM W
CONFIRMS THAI
OWNERSHIP

Locals hold at least 53%, NBTC told

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THENATION

atellite operator Thaicom has
confirmed in writing to the

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
that it is a mainly Thai-owned
company.

Thaicom chief executive officer
Suphajee Suthumpun said yesterday
that it had written this week to the
NBTC to verify the matter.

Last month Infobahn, which is
owned by former Thaicom CEOQ
Dumrong Kasemset, asked the
commission to examine the qualifi-
cations of InTouch and Thaicom to
operate a telecom business in
Thailand, citing doubts over
InTouch’s foreign ownership, and to
see whether Thaicom’s operation
was foreign-dominated. InTouch
was formerly known as Shin Corp.

Suphajee said that even in the
worst case that InTouch, which owns
41 per cent of Thaicom, is ruled as
being foreign-dominated, Thaicom
would still enjoy status as a Thai
firm, given thatthe remaining 53 per
cent ig jointly held by Thai minor
shareholders, both individual and
institutional investors.

The Foreign Business Act caps the
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(AsiaSat) regarding the

foreign shareholding of Thai tele-
com operators at 49 per cent,

The Commerce Ministry and the
Stock Exchange of Thailand have
also certified that Thaicomisa 94 per
cent Thai-owned company, Supha-
jee added.

Inarelated matter, Suphajee said
she was hopeful that the NBTC
would complete its satellite-busi-
ness licensing regulations soon and
could grant the licences this quarter
to the planned Thaicom 7 broad-
casting satellite. The licence will
enable  Thaicom sto pre-sell
trangponder bandwidth capacity for
Thaicom 7, which is scheduled to be
launched in early 2014 to the 120-
degrees-east orbital slot. _

Under the terms of Thaicom’s col-
laboration with Hong Kong’s Asia
Satellite Telecommunication
120-
degrees-east slot, they will jointly
launch the AsiaSat6/Thaicom 7
satellite in 2014. Each operator will
provide services from its portion of
the satellite.

The AsiaSat6/Thaicom 7 satellite
will have 28 C-band transponders,
and Thaicom will own up to 14 of
these. The NBTC licence will be for
operating these 14 Thaicom
transponders.
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