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Headline: Digital economy bills make progress
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POLICY PROGRESS

ICT Ministry Reform bill, the Digital Economy
bill and the NBTC bill are expected to become
law and take effect this year. B3

Digital economy
bills make progress

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Atleast three digital economy-related bills
will become law and take effect this year as
part of the government’s drive to accelerate
the digital economy policy.

They are the ICT Ministry Reform bill,
the Digital Economy bill, and the Act on
Organisation to Assign Radio Frequencies
and to Regulate Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Services bill, or the NBTC bill.

The Council of State recently adopted
a final draft of the NBTC bill that retains
the role of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission as an
independent regulatory body.

“The Council of State expects to approve
the final drafts of another two bills, out
of eight bills, within this month or early
May at the latest, before submitting them
to the National Legislative Assembly for
endorsement next month,” said Surang-
kana Wayuparb, chief executive of the Elec-
tronic Transactions Development Agency
(ETDA), who is also head of legal team for
digital economy development.

She said the ICT Ministry Reform bill is
to support the creation of the Digital Econ-
omy and Society Ministry and the National
Disaster Warning Centre. The bill stipu-
lates the dissolution of certain duplicated
state departments including the Software
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Industry Promotion Agency.

The Digital Economy bill will officially
allow the establishment of the Digital Econ-
omy Committee, comprising 14 members
including private representatives.

The remaining four bills are the Elec-
tronic Transactions Development Agency
Establishment bill, the Computer-related
Crime bill, the Data Protection bill, and the
Cybersecurity bill. These are expected to be
approved by the Council of State within the
next three months.

Mrs Surangkana said under the Elec-
tronic Transactions Development Agency
Establishment bill, the EDTA will be
changed from a public organisation to a
private entity, taking greater responsibility
for facilitating e-commerce and e-payment.

The Computer-related Crime bill will
replace the existing Computer Crime Act.
The bill will also form the basis for pros-
ecutions of internet-related or intellectual
property crimes.

Mrs Surangkana also said the
Computer-related Crime bill will not
allow third parties to access private,
encrypted online communications with-
out a court order, in order to prevent state
officials from abusing power.

The Data Protection bill is still in discus-
sion due to many unsettled issues including
the definition of personal data, she said.
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Three digital economy bills set for NLA

ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

THREE OF THE eight digital-econ-
omy bills will be forwarded to the
National Legislative Assembly next
month, with enforcement expected by
the end of'this year.

They are the Information and
Communication Technology Ministry
Reform Bill, the Digital Economy Bill
and the NBTC Bill.

These pieces of legislation, which
are moving on to the last round of the
Council of State’s consideration, will
then be submitted to the NLA next
month, Surangkana Wayuparb, chief
executive officer of the Electronic
Transaction Development Agency and
head of the digital-law development
team, said yesterday.

Under the Information and
Communication Technology Ministry
Reform Bill, the Software Industry
Promotion Agency will be abolished.

Its responsibilities will be trans-
ferred to the new Digital Economy
Promotion Agency, which will work in
a similar way to the Board of
Investment, but with its focus on the

digital-economyarea. The Technology
Crime Suppression Division will be
alsoabolished, and itswork transferred
tothe National Cyber Security Agency.

The National Disaster Warning
Centre will also be transferred, oper-
ating under the Prime Minister’s
Office. The Digital Economy Bill,
meanwhile, is the result of consolida-
tion of three former pieces of legisla-
tion: the Digital Economy Committee
Establishment Bill, the Digital
Economy Fund Bill and the Digital
Economy Development and
Promotion Bill.

The consolidated bill will establish
the Digital Economy Committee,
which will have more representatives
tfrom the private sector; the Digital
Economy Agency, working along sim-
ilarlines tothe National Economicand
Social Development Board, but as a
think-thank for the Digital Economy
Committee; and the Digital Economy
Promotion Agency, said Surangkana.

Under the NBTC Bill, the number
of National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
members will be 11 sitting on a single
board, rather than seven members as
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in the previous draft.
Alsounderthebill,commercial fre-
quency allocation will be subject to an
auction, while other options will be
possible for non-commercial frequen-
cy allocation. The Universal Service
Obligation Fund will belong to the
NBTC, but will be 25 per cent shared
with the Digital Economy Fund.
Following the final round of delib-
eration by the Council of State, the
three bills will be submitted to the
Cabinet by the end of this month,
before submission to the NLA in May.
Generally, the assembly takes 30 to
60 days for consideration of a bill, fol-
lowed by a transitional period of 90 to
180 days before an Act is officially
enforced.
Theotherfivedigital-economybills
- the Electronic Transactions Bill, the
Electronic Transactions Development
Agency Establishment Bill, the
Personal Data Protection Bill, and the
new Computer Crime Bill and
National Cyber Security Bill - are cur-
rently at the Council of State consid-
eration stage, with all of them expect-
ed to be passed to the NLA within the
next three months, said Surangkana.
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HD digital channels
to sue regulator

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Agroup of high-definition (HD) digital TV
channels will take legal action against the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) for failing
to help them broadcast clear signals in
every platform.

The Radio and Television Broadcasting
Professional Federation (RTBPF) will rep-
resent the channels and file the case at the
Central Administrative Court. The NBTC
is accused of not complying with the HD
channel contracts.

Most of the current seven HD digital
channels have complained about the issue.

Kematat Paladesh, president of Bangkok
Media and Broadcasting Co, operator of
PPTV Channel, said all seven HD channels
should air their signals with real HD qual-
ity in every TV platform, according to the
15-year licensing deal between the channel
operators and the NBTC.

Seven HD channels currently broadcast
HD signals solely through the digital ter-
restrial system, while the regulator cannot
force other platforms such as satellite TV,
which represents 70% of TV viewing in
Thailand, to carry HD signals.

Meanwhile, some standard-definition
channels are broadcasting digitally with
HD signals through the satellite TV system.

“It's useless for us to pay huge sums of
money for HD channels,” he said.

HD TV channels pay licence fees two
times higher than SD channels and their

network rents are three times higher.

Mr Kematat said digital TV networl
providers were facing a shortage of KU-
band satellite TV transponders provided
by Thaicom satellite and this had affected
HD TV channels.

The NBTC's recent move to allow con-
sumers to use digital TV subsidy vouchers
to buy hybrid set-top boxes will not help
channel operators, while TV viewers might
not be getting quality signals, he added.

At the same time, the satellite TV net-
work providers’ club called on the regulator
to revoke the must-carry rule as it was costly
to carry all 27 digital TV channels, covering
24 digital TV channels and three analogue
ones that have a simulcastbroadcast on the
digital platform.

TV viewership ratings for the 27 digital
TV channels were conducted when most
viewers watch them via the satellite TV
system, according to the Media Agency
Association of Thailand.

Mr Kematat said if the NBTC allowed
consumers to use digital TV vouchers to
buy satellite TV set-top boxes that could
receive HD channels, this would help solve
unclear HD signals.

“It's the best practice for balancing the
satellite TV and digital terrestrial systems
and this will benefit all broadcasting sec-
tors,” he said.

To continue the must-carry rule, the
NBTC should subsidise the extra cost for
satellite TV network providers to carry all
digital TV channels, he added.
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